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C U S T O M  C O N T E N T

CANCER  
AWARENESS
& PREVENTION

T he Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s (LLS’) mission is to cure 
leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma, and 
improve the quality of life of patients and their families.
 LLS is at the forefront of the fight to cure cancer. It is the largest 

nonprofit dedicated to creating a world without blood cancers. Since 
1949, LLS has invested more than $1.2 billion in groundbreaking 
research, pioneering many of today’s most innovative approaches.

 The three pillars of LLS’ mission include: 
• Research - in 2017, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) approved 18 treatment options for patients diagnosed with 
blood cancers. LLS played a role in virtually all of these advance-
ments. 

• Patient Support - LLS provided free information, support ser-
vices and financial assistance to over 30,000 people last year, total-
ing over $72 million.

• Policy & Advocacy – LLS’ nationwide grassroots network of

more than 100,000 volunteers advocates for state and federal poli-
cies that benefit patients.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IMPACT
Since 1957, LLS has invested over $156 million at leading Cali-

fornia institutions like USC, UCLA, City of Hope, CalTech, Cedars 
Sinai, and Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles. Currently, there are 
$12 million in active research grants across Southern California.

In 2017, LLS provided direct financial support to 1,200 patients in 
the Greater Los Angeles area, totaling $2.4 million.

HELP LLS BEAT CANCER
LLS needs your help in the fight against cancer. Volunteer. 

Donate. Participate. Advocate. Contact LLS’ California Southland 
Chapter about ways to get involved via (310) 846-4725 or email 
lls.cal@lls.org.

Cancer May be Tough – But LLS is Tougher

On Saturday, June 9th, The Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society (LLS) celebrated 
its 2018 Man & Woman of the Year 
campaign at The Globe Theatre at 
Universal Studios in Hollywood. More 
than 500 guests attended the event, 
hosted by Actress and LLS Advocate 
– Alison Haislip, to celebrate the 20
candidates who competed for the titles
of Man and Woman of the Year. “Man
of the Year” went to Charlie Schlatter
and his team, Team Schlatterhouse, and
“Woman of the Year” went to Randi
Kaefer and her team, #GameChanger.
The campaign collectively raised $1.89
million dollars in ten weeks, which is a
local record.

The Man & Woman of the Year 
campaign is a spirited fundraising 
competition among a select group of 
nominated individuals in the community. 
By accepting the nomination, candidates 
have ten weeks to accumulate the most 
“votes.” Every dollar raised counts as 
one vote, and the male candidate & 
female candidate who raise the most 
earn the prestigious titles. Candidates 
run in honor of the Boy & Girl of the 
Year, who are local blood cancer patient 
survivors and sources of inspiration. The 
2018 Boy & Girl of the Year are Rafael 
Sanchez (13) & Aliya Hall (8).

Congratulations to the Class of 2018 
for your record breaking year, and 
thank you for making such a significant 
impact on the mission of The Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society.

THE LLS NAMES  
“MAN & WOMAN 

OF THE YEAR”  
FOR 2018

Photo (left): 2018 Man & Woman of the Year 
Candidates in front of Globe Theater.
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It’s not enough to promise future cures. We have to find them today. This is the passion that drives us. We are 
City of Hope doctors and researchers, advancing science that saves lives. Our work has led to the development 
of four of the most widely used cancer-fighting drugs. We’ve pioneered CAR T cell therapy and are turning your 
immune system into cancer’s worst enemy. We’re making precision medicine a reality by using your genes to 
determine the best treatment for your cancer. At City of Hope, our patients depend on us for extraordinary 
answers. That’s why we work like there’s no tomorrow. Find out more at CityofHope.org

WE SPEED

LIFE-CHANGING DISCOVERIES

TO LIFE
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Boy of the Year, Rafael Sanchez, and Girl of the Year, Aliya Hall, 
celebrating Rafael’s 13th Birthday the night of the 2018 Man & 
Woman of the Year Grand Finale Celebration.Dr. Aimee Anderson was named the 2018 Los Angeles Team Member of the Year.

Candidates celebrating their collective mission impact - $1,897,878 raised for LLS and its mission to cure disease and improve the quality of life of patients and their families.

THE LEUKEMIA & LYMPHOMA SOCIETY BY THE NUMBERS
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CEOs AGAINST CANCER  
CALIFORNIA CHAPTER

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY

©2018, American Cancer Society, Inc. No 050210

Why did I join the American Cancer Society CEOs  
Against Cancer program? It’s simple. I see daily the 
incredible burden that cancer places on families and 
communities just like yours and mine. Cancer is not 

someone else’s problem; it is everyone’s problem. It is an 
equal opportunity disease, affecting young and old,  

rich and poor, and people of all ethnicities.

— Joel Helmke, Senior Vice President, Operations at City of Hope 
and Chair, CEOs Against Cancer Southern California Chapter

CEOs from the world’s top companies are uniting with the 

American Cancer Society to change the course of cancer. It’s a 

unique and powerful group of executives who are committed to 

saving lives and improving their companies’ bottom lines.

For more information about becoming a member or upcoming 

events supporting the CEOs Against Cancer Southern California 

Chapter, please contact Crystal Yelverton at 424-702-3496 or 

crystal.yelverton@cancer.org. 

Visit us at cancer.org/ceos.
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CANCER AWARENESS & PREVENTION

By JOEL HELMKE

I recently made a personal commitment of 
my time and resources to help eliminate 
the incredible burden that cancer places on 

families and communities just like yours and 
mine. Cancer is not someone else’s problem, it 
is everyone’s problem. It is an equal opportunity 
disease, affecting young and old, rich and poor, 
and peoples of all ethnicities. Let me tell you 
how you can join me and make a significant dif-
ference right here in Southern California.

Cancer is the sec-
ond-leading cause of 
death in the US after 
heart disease. This year 
alone, more than 1.7 
million Americans 
will be diagnosed with 
cancer, and more than 
609,000 will die from 
the disease. While 
those numbers are 
grim, the good news
is that half of can-

cer deaths are preventable by making healthy 
lifestyle choices, like- eating a healthier diet, 
being active and watching your weight, avoiding 
tobacco use, and getting recommended screen-
ings. Also, people facing cancer have a place to 
turn for information and support – the American 
Cancer Society, a partner in the fight against 
cancer since 1913.

That’s why this year I am chairing the Amer-
ican Cancer Society’s CEOs Against Cancer 
Southern California Chapter. Members and I, 
all likeminded business professionals, are doing 
our part to spread cancer awareness and, most 
importantly, create hope for those affected by 
this disease.  

In Southern California our chapter has 
adopted the American Cancer Society’s HPV 
Cancer Free campaign as our mission priority 
to support in 2018-2019. On Wednesday, June 
6, 2018, the organization launched a nation-
wide public health campaign to eliminate vac-
cine-preventable HPV cancers, which includes 
cervical, throat and anal cancers.  

The story of polio provides a glimpse of the 
potential impact of widespread HPV vaccina-
tion.  At its peak in the 1950’s polio took the 
lives of 3,145 Americans. This scourge contin-
ued to afflict our nation until the polio vaccine 
was developed by Dr. Jonas Salk and mass immu-
nization campaigns swept the nation in the late 
1950’s. Polio cases plummeted from a peak of 
58,000 cases to 161 cases in 1961.  

It is estimated that over 32,00 Americans 
will develop an HPV related cancer this year 
and 6,000 will die from the condition. Most 
of these cancers are preventable through HPV 
vaccination, but vaccination rates in the US 
currently hover at 60% for girls and 50% for 
boys. For comparison, Australia has screening 
rates approaching 90% for girls and are on the 
verge of eliminating cervical cancer as a health 
concern in the coming years in their country. 

Our work will increase HPV vaccination 
rates for preteens to at least 80% by June 8, 
2026, the 20-year anniversary of the FDA’s 
approval of the first HPV vaccine. We will only 
be able to accomplish this through partnerships 
with other ACS volunteers, parents, providers, 
healthcare organizations, and community leaders 
who appreciate the incredible importance of 
reaching this goal.  

Through HPV Cancer Free, we will strength-
en provider recommendations, activate partners 
and stakeholders, track our progress, implement 
evidence based interventions and systems 
changes and increase parental knowledge. It’s a 
daunting goal – but with the combined support 

of all our organizations working to improve HPV 
vaccination, it is possible.  As seen with polio, 
we have done this before and vanquished a ter-
rible disease.

I need your help to take the commitment of 
our CEOs Against Cancer Southern California 
Chapter to the next level: 

1. Educate yourself about HPV and make
sure the children in your life are vaccinated. 

2. Watch for upcoming opportunities to be
part of the effort to increase HPV vaccination in 
your community. 

3. Join CEOs Against Cancer and be a part
of our effort to assign cervical cancer and other 
HPV related cancers to the dustbin of history.  

There are more than 500 members of the 
American Cancer Society CEOs Against Can-
cer program who represent a powerful network 
that includes the most prominent names in 
business today. The companies led by these 
chief executives employ and impact more than 
6.5 million workers across the United States. 
Members bring the passion, expertise, and 
resources needed to find, prevent, treat, and 
cure this disease, which costs U.S. employers 
$225.8 billion each year. 

CEOs from the world’s top companies are 
uniting with the American Cancer Society to 
change the course of cancer. It’s a unique and 
powerful group of executives who are commit-
ted to saving lives and improving their compa-
ny’s bottom line. Their support and dedication 
is nothing short of remarkable. But it’s no time 
to rest. Cancer is a relentless enemy – but we 
are just as relentless in our fight to end the 
disease.

Communities across the country offer a 
variety of golf, galas, and other events ben-
efiting the lifesaving work of the American 
Cancer Society. 

Joel Helmke is chair of CEOs Against Cancer 
and SVP, Clinical Operations for City of Hope. 
To learn more about becoming a member or are 
interested in supporting the CEOs Against Cancer 
Southern California Chapter, please contact the 
American Cancer Society at (424) 702-3496 
or crystal.yelverton@cancer.org. For cancer  
information and resources visit cancer.org.

American Cancer Society’s CEOs Against Cancer 

HELMKE
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1 (Left to right) CEOs Against Cancer member and LA Rams Executive Vice President Kevin Demoff with Rams VP 
of Community Affairs & Engagement Molly Higgins and former NFL player and American Cancer Society global 
ambassador Chris Draft. 2 CEOs Against Cancer member and LA Rams Executive Vice President Kevin Demoff 
leading a discussion at quarterly chapter meeting at the California Science Center. 3 (Left to right) American Cancer 
Society Senior Director, Regional Corporate Relations West Region Crystal Yelverton and CEOs Against Cancer chair 
Joel Helmke host business leaders and volunteers at the first chapter meeting of 2018 at Stub Center in Carson.
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in Los Angeles County

You Are Invited: 

Wealth Managers

On August 6, 2018, the Los Angeles Business Journal will publish its 
Influential Wealth Managers Supplement and profile a cross-section of 
LA’s top wealth managers who practice with distinction. 

Any member of the business community can nominate deserving wealth 
managers they know and want to support. You are invited to fill out a 
nomination form by June 29, 2018 in order to submit nominations.

To explore further and to obtain the form, please contact Naz Bayazit 
at 323.556.8301 or email nbayazit@labusinessjournal.com

Nominate Influential
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R esearchers have identified a compound 
that blocks the spread of pancreatic and 
other cancers in various animal models. 

When cancer spreads from one part of the body 
to another in a process called metastasis, it can 
eventually grow beyond the reach of effective 
therapies. Now, there is a new plan of attack 
against this deadly process, thanks to scientists 
at the National Institutes of Health, North-
western University and their collaborative 
research partners.

The team collaborated to identify a com-
pound, which they named metarrestin, that 
stopped tumor metastasis in multiple animal 
models. Mice treated with metarrestin also had 
fewer tumors and lived longer than mice that 
did not receive treatment. These results were 
published May 16, 2018 in Science Translational 
Medicine.

“Many drugs are aimed at stopping cancer 
growth and killing cancer cells,” said co-author 
Juan Marugan, Ph.D., group leader of the NIH’s 
National Center for Advancing Translational 
Sciences (NCATS) Chemical Genomics Cen-
ter. “However, there is no single approved drug 
specifically aimed at treating metastasis. Our 
results show metarrestin is a very promising 
agent that we should continue to investigate 
against metastasis.”

In patients, metarrestin potentially could 
be effective as a therapy after cancer surgery. 
Because advanced cancers are difficult to com-

pletely remove with surgery, doctors typically 
give chemotherapy to try to kill undetected 
cancer cells left behind and prevent the cancer 
from coming back. Metarrestin could be added 
to such standard drug therapy.

Metarrestin breaks down an incompletely 
understood component of cancer cells called 
the perinucleolar compartment (PNC). PNCs 
are found only in cancer cells, and in a higher 

number of cells in advanced cancer, when it has 
spread to other sites in the body.

Co-author Sui Huang, M.D., Ph.D., and her 
colleagues at Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of Medicine, Chicago, showed early 
on that the more cancer cells with PNCs in a 
tumor, the more likely it would spread. 

Her findings suggested that reducing PNCs 
might translate to less cancer progression and 
possibly better outcomes in patients.

To test these ideas, Huang approached Maru-
gan to tap into NCATS’ expertise in screening, 
chemistry, compound development and testing 
to evaluate more than 140,000 compounds for 
their potential effectiveness in eliminating PNCs 
in cells in advanced cancer.

While nearly 100 compounds initially 
showed some activity, the investigators identi-
fied one compound that could effectively break 

down PNCs in advanced prostate cancer cells. 
With the help of researchers at the University 
of Kansas, Lawrence, they modified the com-
pound to make it work better as a potential 
drug and evaluated the effects of the molecule 
in different assays, or tests, in the laboratory. 
They found that metarrestin could block the 
way prostate and pancreatic cancer cells spread.

In collaboration with co-author Udo Rudl-
off, M.D., Ph.D., from NIH’s National Cancer 

Institute’s (NCI) Center for Cancer Research, 
the group evaluated the effects — including 
toxicity — of metarrestin in pancreatic cancer 
mouse models. The investigators found that 
it prevented the further spread of pancreat-
ic cancer by disrupting the protein-making 
machinery of cancer cells, and mice treated 
with metarrestin lived longer than mice with-
out treatment.

“Cancer cells are rapidly dividing and need 
to make more proteins than healthy cells to 
help carry out various activities, including the 
ability to spread,” Rudloff said. “Interfering with 
the system stalls cancer cell metastasis.”

Rudloff and his NCI group currently are 
working with scientists at the NCATS-led Bridg-
ing Interventional Development Gaps program 
to collect the pre-clinical data on metarrestin 
needed to further its development as a candidate 
drug. The scientists plan to file an Investigation-
al New Drug (IND) application in the fall with 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 
FDA IND approval is necessary before a candi-
date drug can be tested in patients.

NCATS conducts and supports research on the sci-
ence and operation of translation — the process by 
which interventions to improve health are developed 
and implemented — to allow more treatments to get 
to more patients more quickly. For more informa-
tion about how NCATS is improving health through 
smarter science, visit https://ncats.nih.gov.

Scientists Develop Potential New Approach 
to Stop Cancer Metastasis

Metarrestin breaks down an incompletely understood 
component of cancer cells called the perinucleolar 

compartment (PNC). PNCs are found only in cancer cells, 
and in a higher number of cells in advanced cancer, 

when it has spread to other sites in the body.
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