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D E S T I N A T I O N

ARIZONA

W
hether you’re planning a short weekend or a nice long trip, the nearby and beautiful 
state of Arizona is packed with activities – from outdoor adventures and fascinating museums to relaxed 
exploration and kid-friendly destinations. With so much to discover, it can sometimes be challenging to plan 
out an itinerary. 

Where to begin? Truly one of our nation’s richest natural destinations, Arizona contains seemingly endless spectacular 
and varied terrain, along with tribal lands, vibrant cities, world-class resorts, renowned golfing and historic Western 
towns. It, of course, is also the famous home of some of the world’s most popular natural tourist sites such as the Grand 
Canyon; Monument Valley; Canyon de Chelly; Petrified Forest & Painted Desert; Lake Mead; Lake Havasu; Lake 
Powell & Glen Canyon; Hoover Dam; Sedona; Hopilands; Flagstaff; Scottsdale; Tucson; Saguaro National Park; and 
the Chiricahua National Monument. Plus, Arizona is a year-round destination. Sunny skies and low humidity prevail 
300 days a year across the state.

This special section includes some suggestions of “must see” activities in Arizona that you may not be aware of.  
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By CHAD WRIGHT

T he Musical Instrument Museum (MIM) 
takes you on a journey around the world, 
deep into the heart of human creativity. 

Rated Phoenix’s #1 attraction by TripAdvisor, 
MIM displays more than 7,000 musical instru-
ments and objects from every corner of the 
globe and provides a one-of-a-kind experience. 
In just ten years, millions of guests have expe-
rienced the power of music at MIM. Join MIM 
in celebrating its 10th anniversary throughout 
2020 with fun events, Global Masters concerts, 
and special exhibitions. 

MIM’s five Geographic Galleries showcase 
music and cultures from around 200 of the 
world’s countries and territories. Hear, see, and 
feel the creative spirit of peoples and cultures 
from all around the world through seamless 
interactive technology and an astounding vari-
ety of musical instruments. In the Artist Gallery, 
guests can get a close-up look at instruments 
and memorabilia used by influential artists, such 
as Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Celia Cruz, Ravi 
Shankar, Maroon 5, and many others. 

“MIM is people, culture, music, humanity. It is 
the first time in a long time I have felt that there 
is more that connects us than divides us. Music is 
the voice of the soul,” said an MIM guest.

In the Experience Gallery, everyone can be 
a musician by playing instruments from around 
the world that are similar to ones on display 
throughout MIM. The interactive and hands-on 
space is fun for families and guests of all ages. 
Play everything from a guitar to a gong, Peruvi-
an harp, West African djembe, Native Ameri-
can communal drum, and more.

MIM’s Music Theater presents more than 
290 concerts each year featuring renowned and 
emerging artists from around the world. Enjoy 

concerts in the intimate, 300-seat theater, 
which features a variety of genres — jazz, clas-
sical, bluegrass, and singer-songwriter are just 
a few. Each performance is an extension of the 
museum’s exhibits, showcasing the instruments, 
the people who play them, and the musical lan-
guage we share.

“It’s hard not to fall in love with every expe-
rience you can have at MIM, but taking in a live 
show here is a special treat. There isn’t a bad 
seat in the house and the acoustics are superb,” 
said a concert attendee.

Join MIM for family-friendly Signature 
Events throughout 2020 as well as special anni-
versary celebrations in March and April filled 
with music and dance performances, engaging 
demonstrations, workshops, and more. Events 
include Experience Ireland on March 14 and 15; 
five consecutive Celebration Saturdays leading 

up to MIM’s 10th Anniversary exploring every-
thing from the science of sound to the tango, 
jazz, and more on March 21 and 28 and April 4, 
11, and 18; and MIM’s 10th Anniversary Week-
end on April 25 and 26. 

The Global Masters Concert Series will 
feature performances by artists spanning many 
genres and at the pinnacle of their craft in 2020. 
Each performance brings a unique perspective 
to the question of why music matters, helping 
us understand the deep connections we all have 
to music. Global Masters Concert Series artists 
include Juan de Marcos, founder of the Buena 
Vista Social Club, leading the Afro-Cuban All 
Stars on January 14 and 15; Grammy-winning 
bass player Victor Wooten with Steve Bailey, 
Gregg Bissonette, and Daniel Levitin on January 
23; legendary trumpet player Herb Alpert and 
Grammy-winning vocalist Lani Hall on January 

24 and 25; Inuit throat singer Tanya Tagaq on 
February 2; iconic Mexican American singer 
Lila Downs on February 27 and 28; classical 
tabla virtuoso Zakir Hussain on March 31; and 
Playing for Change, a unique fusion of talents 
who come together to inspire the world through 
music on April 17 and 18.  

MIM’s newest exhibition, Congo Masks and 
Music: Masterpieces from Central Africa, offers 
a glimpse into the dramatic and lively masquer-
ade traditions of Central Africa with an exclu-
sive collection of more than 150 stunning and 
rare masks, instruments, and costumes from the 
late 1800s to early 1900s. Curated by Manuel 
Jordán, MIM’s deputy director and chief curator, 
and Marc Felix, MIM board of directors member 
and international expert on African art, Congo 
Masks and Music explores the connections 
between masks and musical instruments while 
reflecting the diverse settings of masquerades. 

Masquerades take place for a variety of 
reasons—to educate, entertain, demonstrate 
power, and connect humans with the spirit 
world. Masks represent powerful supernatural 
beings that come to life in human, animal, or 
hybridized form. Through music and dance, they 
express different peoples’ worldviews, histories, 
religious beliefs, and morals. Congo Masks and 
Music is the first exhibition to fully contextual-
ize masks alongside musical instruments in their 
authentic performance settings. Archival pho-
tography and video footage featuring masks and 
traditional music performed in ceremonies will 
allow guests to fully experience one of Africa’s 
richest traditions. Congo Masks and Music is on 
display through September 13, 2020. 

Chad Wright is Director of LECET Southwest.  
To learn more about the Musical Instrument  
Museum and plan your visit, go to MIM.org. 

Celebrating 10 Years of the Musical Instrument Museum
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A STATE OF MIND & A WAY OF LIFE

EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE IN LUXURY, COMFORT & DESIGN 

WITH FURNITURE FROM BUFFALO COLLECTION

Our luxurious heirloom quality furniture is handmade in America using the finest 

materials and methods of old world craftsmanship. Let us enrich your lifestyle by 

creating timeless custom furnishings of the highest quality for your home.

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM ORDERS • WORLDWIDE SHIPPING • MADE IN THE USA

7044 E. FIFTH AVENUE, SCOTTSDALE, AZ

480.946.3903  |  BUFFALOCOLLECTION.COM

HANDMADE HEIRLOOM QUALITY BUFFALO LEATHER FURNITURE 
O RIG INAL F IN E  ART  •  U N IQ U E FU R N IS H IN GS •  L IG HTIN G •  TAB LE S  •  ACCE SSO RIE S
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Nestled in the heart of Old Town Scottsdale, 
Buffalo Collection is a destination not to be 
missed. Like the neighborhood it inhabits, 

the stunning gallery space expertly blends mod-
ern luxury with Old World charm

Surrounded by specialty shops and bistros, 
the boutique showroom is the true essence of 
luxury, featuring museum quality fine art and 
impressive high-end furniture. When you first 
enter the sunlit space, your eyes are immedi-
ately drawn to the walls where bold, dramatic 
contemporary Western images are captured in 
vivid detail. Beneath these paintings and wall 
art, custom tables are decorated with one-of-a-
kind masterpieces such as extraordinary Bronze, 
Gourd and Glass sculptures.  A collection of 
perfectly curated art, each piece is handcrafted 
by passionate, talented Western artisans. 

Not to be outdone, the furniture on the 
showroom floor is as beautiful as the art sur-
rounding it. Buffalo Collection brings you a 
comprehensive line of comfortable, luxury sofas 
and chairs, created from exquisite American 
Buffalo leather. Bison leather is truly unparal-
leled in it’s luxurious, strong & supple texture. 
Twice as thick as cowhide & forty percent stron-
ger, with its inherent collagen structure. Special-
izing in custom designs, pieces are made to order 
for each client with customized details. Clients 
can choose from a vast array of rich Buffalo 
leather colors and select intricate detailing such 
as hand braiding, nail head, fringed or woven 
accents. Each furniture item is built of heirloom 
quality in America utilizing the finest of materi-
als including strong hardwood frames, hand-tied 
springs, sumptuous textiles & finished with 
down-topped cushions. Experience extreme 
comfort with casual elegance, designed to fit 
your esthetic.  Whether in classic or contempo-
rary settings, these handsome pieces fit perfectly 
on a ranch as well as in a downtown loft.

In addition to original artwork and custom 

furniture, the gallery displays home furnishings 
which include incredible pillows, unique tables, 
fabulous lighting, exceptional antiques & acces-
sories, that work ideally for refined mountain 
rustic to urban chic homes. Besides the residen-
tial arena, Buffalo Collection also specializes in 
offices, hospitality & commercial projects.

Owner Laura Levenberg has always been 
inspired by the American West and celebrates 
its spirit within their collection. 

“Growing up in the Midwest in an avid 
skiing family, I fell in love with the West on 
my first ski trip to Aspen,“ said Levenberg. 
“Loving the open-minded environment, wide 
open spaces, the colors & warmth of the West, 
our business exudes all of this. I am thrilled that 
our collection has its roots from the American 
iconic mammal.”  

Like the eye-catching art and distinguished 
furniture they showcase, the Levenbergs are 
committed to honoring Buffalo Collections’ past 

while bringing it forward into the future. 
Buffalo Collection originated on a Bison 

Ranch in Western Colorado in the late 1990s. 
It was founded by a botanist who was intent on 
restoring a native Buffalo range and developed 
a local Buffalo meat business in the process. As 
the business grew, guest lodges were established 
on the ranch, which were outfitted in outstand-
ing Buffalo leather furniture. The ranch hosted 
a plethora of visitors including executives, wed-
ding parties, fly fishermen, river rafters, hunters, 
& cowboys. Guests were intrigued & interested 
in having this impressive furniture in their own 
homes & ranches; hence the Buffalo Collection 
was born.

With a previous showroom in Aspen, the 
Levenbergs relocated the heart of the business 
from Colorado to sunny Scottsdale in 2011, 
opening their remarkable flagship store. In 2016, 
they enlarged the showroom to approximately 
3600 feet.

Today, Laura & Michael keep the collection 
fresh by traveling across the West each summer 
to meet with prospective artists and to hand-se-
lect extraordinary pieces for the upcoming sea-
son. They have expanded their Buffalo leather 
furniture line to include a variety of design 
aesthetics, offering everything from the more 
traditional Ranch Club style collection to the 
mid-century modern style Colorado collection 
and more.  

Owner Michael Levenberg talks about the 
process of choosing a new artist for their show-
room. 

“First, do we like them personally as an 
individual & feel we will work well together and 
also do we feel that the merit of their work is of 
the highest quality, then finally that their work 
would be a good fit for the gallery?”

Whether they’re introducing new genera-
tions to traditional Western artists, like Robert 
Rivera and Dan Deuter, or creating sleek mod-
ern furniture with classic materials and hand-
crafted details, the Levenbergs strive to create 
a collection that bridges the timeline from an 
older, simpler way of life to today’s contempo-
rary, more sophisticated lifestyles. Their incredi-
ble gallery in Old Town Scottsdale provides the 
perfect space for the two worlds to meet. 

Heading into the next decade of the 2020s, 
enhance your lifestyle and let Buffalo Collection 
help you create comfortable, luxuriously chic 
pieces for your home. Working closely with each 
client on a personal level, bringing your visions 
to life.

Buffalo Collection also offers White Glove 
Delivery within the continental United States 
and Worldwide shipping.

Buffalo Collection is located at 7044 E. 5th Ave., 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251. To learn more, 
visit BuffaloCollection.com or call 
(480) 946-3903. 

Buffalo Collection: Modern Luxury, Old World Charm
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Don’t scrap your Native American jewelry & silver, come see us first.  •  Not affiliated with the Gallup, NM stores.

 Featuring a Spectacular Selection of Native American Indian Jewelry, 
Unique Hand-Crafted  Furniture  and Accessories.

Old Town Scottsdale  ·  480-990-1808  ·  Main St. & Scottsdale Rd. 
gilbertortegagallery@gmail.com

Mock-GO-LaBusJournal-12.19.indd   1 1/3/20   8:27 AM
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T he first Gilbert Ortega gallery was founded 
in 1950 by fourth-generation trader Gilbert 
Ortega Sr. Since then, Gilbert Ortega Jr. 

has been trading and selling different types of 
Native American art. This year will mark his 
60th Anniversary doing so. And if 60 years in 
downtown Scottsdale doesn’t speak volumes to 
the reputation and experience that both locals 
and travelers alike enjoy, one visit to the unique 
and special place will cement it’s memory in 
your mind.

Today, Gilbert Ortega Jr. runs the day-to-
day operations. He also oversees the purchase 
of every item that is sold in his Main Street 
Gallery. He believes that every piece represents 
its own art that goes far beyond the item itself, 
but also to the core of its spiritual being. Gilbert, 
as well as his friendly and knowledgeable staff, 
invite you to visit the “Original Gilbert Ortega 
Gallery” which is located at the corner of Main 
Street and Scottsdale Road. Experience “what 
the Ortega family has spent a lifetime learning 
for you.”

Gilbert Ortega Gallery: A Wealth of Artistry

Gilbert Ortega Jr. believes that every piece represents 
its own art that goes far beyond the item itself, but 

also to the core of its spiritual being.
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MIM.org  |  Open Daily 9 a.m.–5 p.m.  |  480.478.6000 
4725 E. Mayo Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85050

Celebrating 10 Years of MIM 
Anniversary events and concerts at MIM.org/anniversary

Exhibition Open Now!
Step inside one of Africa’s most powerful and enduring art forms. 
Exclusively at MIM—Phoenix’s #1 Attraction

@MIMphx

Presenting sponsor

In partnership with
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