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This week’s issue of the Los Angeles Business Journal features our 2018 list of the 
top 100 fastest growing private companies in Los Angeles, an occasion we recently 
celebrated with company CEOs and executive teams at The Reserve in downtown.
 The companies on our list are ranked by percent revenue growth between 2015 and 

2017. All the companies must have a minimum of $5 million in revenue in 2017 and must be 
headquartered in Los Angeles County.

 This year’s list featured a diverse array of companies, both in industry and size. 
Construction companies, digital advertising outfits and ice cream makers all found their way 
onto our list, and we have firms ranging from $5 million in sales to upwards of $1.1 billion. 
The combined revenue of the companies on this year’s list was $7.4 billion, which is more than 
double than the aggregate revenue from last year. 49 of the 100 companies on this year’s list 
were also part of our fastest growing group a year ago.

 Congratulations to every company that made this list and thank you for your contributions 
to the local economic landscape and our community of business.

Best regards, 

Anna Magzanyan
Publisher & CEO

P U B L I S H E R ’ S  L E T T E R

From left to right: Honorees Ryan Schneider, Andy Mackensen, Sean Kelly (SnackNation); Honorees Arthur Mansourian and Trevor Saliba (NMS Capital Group); Anna Magzanyan (Los Angeles Business Journal); Honorees 
GianCarlo Asong, Bob Melian, Jeff Chan (Fox Dealer), Henry Meier (Los Angeles Business Journal)
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When it comes to starting or growing your 
company, Pasadena has a lot to offer.  A 
popular destination located 10 miles 

northeast of downtown Los Angeles, Pasadena 
attracts a wide variety of business, shoppers, and 
visitors 365 days a year.  What makes Pasadena 
so attractive is the breadth of amenities 
available.  From transit-friendly services and 
walkability scores in the top 5% of the nation, 
to cultural landmarks and shopping and dining 
from every corner of the globe, every day in 
Pasadena is as picture perfect a postcard as what 
the world sees on New Year’s Day.

With a diverse and thriving employment 
base, Pasadena is home to some of the most 
successful companies in the world, as well 
as best-in-class institutions like ArtCenter 
College of Design, Caltech, and soon, the Kaiser 
Permanente School of Medicine.  Regarded 
as an epicenter for discovery, pioneering work 
in science, art and space exploration happens 
every day at the great institutions, start-ups 
and businesses headquartered in Pasadena. 
Even more innovation exists at Pasadena’s 
urban centric co-working spaces and incubators 
such as Idealab, the Pasadena Bioscience 
Collaborative, Kitchen United, and the Chef 
Center of California. A number of key industries 
can be found in Pasadena, including finance, 
engineering, academics and health care, but 
there’s always room for more. 

Two companies to watch and noted as 
fast growing in Pasadena include KROST, a 
Public Accounting Consulting Firm, and Fox 
Dealer, a personalized digital agency.  KROST 
is experiencing a 66% growth rate by creating 
value for their clients and equipping them with 
the tools to make better business and financial 
decisions for their future.  And, Fox Dealer 
ranked #41 on Inc. Magazine’s 500 list, the 
most prestigious ranking of the nation’s fastest 
growing private companies. Fox Dealer CEO 
Gian Carlo Asong attributes their astounding 
growth rate to the relentless hustle his team puts 
in every day.

Pasadena’s Office of Economic Development 
knows how important the hustle is in business 
and start-ups, and is here to roll up its collective 
sleeves and hustle with you.  Pasadena’s 
Economic Development Team offers a 
variety of business concierge services to assist 
businesses on their road to success.  Call on 
the team to assist you with site selection, to 
navigate permits, or to schedule a one-on-one 
appointment with a small business consultant. 
Whether you are scaling up or just starting out, 
Pasadena’s Office of Economic Development is 
here to help.  

For more information, visit 
futureyourselfhere.com or call (626) 744-4660. 

For Growing Companies, Pasadena has Much to Offer 

Pasadena’s 
Downtown 
Walk Score

SCIENCE

INNOVATION

QUALITY OF LIFE

Caltech • NASA’s JPL • GMTO • 
The Planetary Society • 

Carnegie Observatories • TMT

Home to a variety of office types - 
Creative, Co-working, 

Class A, B, and Flex R&D space

We celebrate the new with the annual Rose 
Parade, generating 70 million worldwide views.

Home to “America’s Stadium” and the 
“Granddaddy of Them All,” Rose Bowl 

and Rose Bowl Game
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of the 
universe... 
for space 

exploration!
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In the heart 
of the region 
that files the 
most patents 

outside of 
Silicon Valley

Mars Curiosity Rover •
DNA Sequencer •

Paid Internet Search • 
CMOS Semiconductor •

and many others

Sq. Ft. 
office space

consumers in the 
retail trade area

OFFICE

Avg. HH
Income

“Top 10
Digital Cities”
Digital Commnities

SHOPPING DINING

“More restaurants per capita   
than Manhattan” LA Times

“Top 100 places to live in the U.S.” 
ranked #20 by Livability.com, 

Richard Florida’s Martin 
Prosperity Institute

38 Nobel 
Laureates

tied to 
Pasadena

Most Business-Friendly 
City Finalist

20th Annual LAEDC 
Eddy Awards 

San Gabriel 
Mountains
National 

Monument

“Best Arts Scene”
Sunset Magazine

“America’s 10 Most 
Exciting Mid-sized 

Cities” Movoto

“A Perfect Town 
That Has It All” 
Outside Magazine

“One of 30 MOST 
Fun Cities”
Cranium, Inc

Ranked #32 
Best US College
Towns & Cities – 

WalletHub
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When it comes to business growth in 
terms of employees, the county of Los 
Angeles and the state of California 

in general are leading the way. The latest 
statistics from the US Census Bureau 
(compiled last year) demonstrate that Los 
Angeles remains the top county in the nation 
in terms of both number of businesses and 
number of employees overall. And the rest 
of the state is tipping the scales in growth 
as well. San Francisco, Riverside and San 
Bernardino actually led the nation in annual 
employment growth among the top 50 U.S. 
counties with the most employees.

San Francisco County, first for the second 
year in a row, saw its employment grow 
6.6 percent from 2014 to 2015, up 37,843 
employees to 611,140 employees. The 
information sector, up 13.3 percent to 64,223 
employees, led growth in that county. San 
Francisco also led the top 10 largest counties 
in annual payroll increase, climbing 12.1 
percent to $59.3 billion.

Riverside County saw its employment 
grow 4.9 percent, up 25,284 employees to 
540,169 employees in 2015. San Bernardino 
County’s employment grew 4.4 percent, up 
24,396 employees to 578,755 employees in 
2015. Santa Clara County’s employment grew 
3.8 percent, up 36,807 employees to 999,906 
employees in 2015.

Some of the top counties saw the 
Transportation and Warehousing sector 
driving their growth. In Riverside County, 
transportation and warehousing employment 
increased 32.3 percent, up 6,865 employees 
and San Bernardino County saw an increase 
in employment of 16.2 percent, up 8,125 
employees in this sector.

These latest data come from the County 
Business Patterns study, released in 2017, 
which provides the only detailed annual 
information on the number of establishments, 
employees, and first quarter and annual 
payroll at the national, state, county, 
metropolitan, congressional district and 
five-digit zip code levels for nearly 1,200 
industries.

HIGHLIGHTS
� Los Angeles County led all counties 

in the number of establishments (265,112) 
and employees (4.0 million); followed by 
Cook County, Ill., in both measures (132,237 
establishments and 2.4 million employees).

� California had more establishments 
(908,120) and employees (14.3 million) 
and a larger annual payroll ($857 billion) 
than any other state. Texas followed in 
each measure (569,091 establishments, 10.2 
million employees and $521.1 billion in 
annual payroll). New York ranked third in 

all three measures: 540,298 establishments, 
8.0 million employees and $513.1 billion in 
annual payroll.

� Utah had the highest employment 
growth rate at 4.9 percent. The 
Transportation and Warehousing sector 
led growth in that state, up 20.3 percent to 
58,453 employees.

� New York County, N.Y. (Manhattan), 
topped all counties in annual payroll with 
$239.3 billion, while ranking third in 
establishments (105,444) and employees  
(2.2 million).

� Wayne County, Mich., rounded out the 
top 10 large counties, with an employment 
increase of 3.6 percent (up 21,650 
employees), led by the Manufacturing sector 

where employment increased 8.4 percent. 
The leading subsector was Transportation 
Equipment Manufacturing, in which 
employment increased 10.8 percent.

County Business Patterns debuted 71 years 
ago and has been published annually for the 
past 51 years.

The Census Bureau conducts an economic 
census every five years and provides a 
comprehensive and detailed profile of the 
U.S. economy, covering millions of businesses 
representing more than 1,000 industries 
and providing unique portraits of American 
industries and local communities.

Learn more at Census.gov.
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By DAINA BETH SOLOMON  
Staff Reporter

Dante Cardenas packages his 
oregano, sage, beets, and radishes 
in Vernon, but just a few years ago 

he ran his business, E.D. Produce Inc., 
out of a low-slung warehouse in the Arts 
District. He sold the 9,900-square-foot 
space in 2014, once he realized its value had 
quadrupled over the $1 million dollars he 
paid for it just a few years previously. 

“It’s better for me to have something 

that I can leave for the future, perhaps to 
my children,” Cardenas said in Spanish. 
“Now, I have no thoughts of moving. We’re 
doing very well here.”

The property value is not likely to mul-
tiply as it did in the Arts District, but there 
are other benefits to fleeing the hubbub 
of the fast-developing downtown neigh-
borhood, with its apartments, offices, and 
eateries. His was among several companies 
that have taken flight to industrial centers 
in Vernon, Commerce, the City of Industry, 
and South Los Angeles. 

“The location became challenging,” said 
Jae Yoo, a senior vice president at CBRE 
who marketed Cardenas’ warehouse. “It’s 
not only because the trucks have to compete 
against people walking on the streets, which 
becomes a danger and a liability. What 
they’re doing is thinking about the future.”

As property owners look ahead, many 
are landing fat paychecks from developers 
keen on razing or redeveloping old ware-
houses, while lessees are finding themselves 

Arts District industrial property owners sold on big paydays

Please see REAL ESTATE page 51

New Roots: 
Dante Cardenas 
at E.D. Produce 

in Vernon.
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By GARRETT REIM Staff Reporter

Bot Home Automation 
Inc., maker of a video cam-
era-rigged doorbell called Ring, 
last week raised a $109 million 
Series D round and said it is 
aiming for an initial public of-
fering before the end of the year.

The Santa Monica firm has 
come a long way since Chief Executive Jamie 
Siminoff pitched the product on ABC reality TV 
contest “Shark Tank” and subsequently rejected a 
tight-fisted investment deal from one of the show’s 

Ringer Makes 
D Series Noise
TECHNOLOGY: Bot Home’s 
$109 million feeds IPO buzz.

Please see TECHNOLOGY page 12

By HENRY MEIER Staff Reporter

As Snap Inc. moves closer to an expected initial 
public offering this spring, the Venice photo-shar-
ing company is going through a rite of passage: de-
fending itself against a slew of legal actions. 

Lawsuits filed in the last sixth months include 
an array of complaints targeting the company be-
hind the popular Snapchat app, including claims 
that parts of the tech unicorn’s underlying product 
infringe on patent holders’ intellectual property as 
well as allegations from a former executive that 

Snap Decisions
INVESTMENT: Will tech giant
fight suits to clear IPO path?

By GARRETT REIM Staff Reporter

Cloud Constellation Corp. has a far-
flung idea.

As businesses and governments consid-
er ways to protect data in light of increased 
cyberattacks and surveillance, the startup is 
offering them a chance to put their informa-

tion out of reach by 
storing it on servers 
within satellites or-
biting the Earth.

While its system 
has yet to leave the 
ground, the compa-
ny received a boost last month from Palo Alto 
commercial satellite manufacturer SSL, which 
has agreed to build Cloud Constellation’s sat-
ellites and invested, along with other backers, 
an undisclosed sum in the Westwood company. 

Cloud Constellation is projecting it will be able 
to launch its constellation of 14 low Earth-or-
biting satellites by the first quarter of 2019.

“The advantage (of our system) is that the 
data that you are transmitting has no relationship 
or no exposure to the public networks,” said Cliff 
Beek, the company’s president. “There are leaks 
inside the network that we call the internet.”

Cloud Constellation is not alone in its  
pursuit of a space-based data storage and 

Firm’s Data Storage Plan Out of This World
INTERNET: Startups look to 
satellites for higher security.

Monthly cost  
to store 3 terabytes  

of data in space.

$5,000 

M A I L  T O :

Green 
In Bag

Siminoff

LARRY BUSACCA/GETTY IMAGES 

Targeted Tech: Snap Inc.’s Evan Spiegel.

Please see INTERNET page 51 Please see INVESTMENT page 52

FILM
Awards 
season means 
increased 
ad spending 
across 
platforms.12 BANKING

Steven Sugarman’s exit from Banc of California 
opens up prime Santa Monica real estate.

REAL ESTATE
Plans for two residential towers to be built at 
the L.A. Times site begin to take shape.3

A game-Changing Commercial 
 Real Estate Platform.

 

West LA: ◆ www.ngkf.com
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Los Angeles and California Take Top Spots in 
Employment Growth in Latest Census Data Report

The latest statistics from the US Census Bureau 
(compiled last year) demonstrate that Los Angeles 
remains the top county in the nation in terms of 

both number of businesses and number  
of employees overall.

035-40_FGPC_supp.indd   36 11/8/18   9:15 PM



NOVEMBER 12, 2018   CUSTOM CONTENT – LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL   37   

The Los AngeLes Business JournAL ceLeBrATed The 22nd AnnuAL rAnking of The Top  
100 fAsTesT growing privATe compAnies on novemBer 7, AT The reserve in downTown Los AngeLes. 

we hosTed The ceos And execuTives for An evening of cockTAiLs And neTworking To  
ceLeBrATe The compAnies ThAT Are shAping The fuTure.

THIS IS THE 
YEAR I WILL…

For 100 years, UCLA Extension has helped adult learners realize their potential and advance their 
careers. We off er hundreds of courses to help you expand your skills, explore new opportunities, 
or pursue a passion. Take a class in business, entertainment, art, engineering, digital technology, 
and more. 

Classes start January 7. Save up to 10% on courses when you enroll before December 7.

Learn online or at any of our campuses in Westwood, Downtown L.A., or Woodland Hills.

Browse courses at uclaextension.edu/LABJ

MOVE MY CAREER FORWARD.

20275-18

DIAMOND SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS
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1 Honorees Andy Mackensen, Ryan 
Schneider, Sean Kelly (SnackNation)

2 Honoree Caroline Bank (Halo Top 
Creamery)

3 Diamond sponsors Hans van Loenen 
and Shannon Pedersen (RSM US LLP), 
Lloyd Greif (Greif & Co)

4 Honorees Arthur Mansourian, 
Trevor Saliba (NMS Capital Group), 
Bob Melian, GianCarlo Asong, Jeff 
Chan (Fox Dealer)

5 Guest, and Madison Felien (Supply 
Solutions)

6 Diamond sponsors Pat Carney and 
Julie Francis (RSM US LLP)

7 Carl McLarand (MVE Architects), 
Diamond sponsor Joe Mazza (RSM US 
LLP), Matt McLarand (MVE Architects)

8 Platinum sponsors Mimy Au, Jay 
Hong, Alllison Ho (Wells Fargo)

9 Partner Energy Inc.

10 Deborah Bridges and Larry 
Bridges (California Business Journals)

11 Lisa Berube and Amber Grey (The 
Creative Group)

12 Silver sponsors Peter Duyshart, 
Michelle Balian, and Eric Duyshart 
(City of Pasadena)

13. Donald Bizub (Western 
International Securities Inc)

14  Kaleigh McKinnon, Hythum 
Kiswani, and Beatriz Batoon (Pacific 
Peak RE Investment Services)

15 Sonja Fee, Tracy Ammerman, 
Natalie Etcher, Jim Wright 
(TravelStore, Inc.)

16 Veronica Shalom, Narine Galstian, 
Erica Baker (SADA Systems)

17 Rick Mateus, Alyssa Rizo, Armida 
Colmenares-Stafford, and Jeremy Pink 
(Commercial Bank of California)

AT THE EVENT9 10
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1 Unitas Global

2 Susan Butenhoff and Teri Andrews 
(GoGuardian)

3 Nataline Lomedico and Barbara 
Kotsos (Giroux Glass Inc)

4 Dina Carr and Sandra Valle (Traffic 
Management)

5 Diamond sponsors Scott Cacurak, 
Jennifer Hang, Richard Gabaldon, 
Mohamed Sobhy, Lisa Van (RSM US LLP)

6 Carlos E. Herrera (JP Morgan Chase) 
and Kristi Herrera (Ultimate Software)

7 Robert Khachatryan and Elina 
Khachatryan (Freight Right)

8 Alessandra Da Silva and Walter 
Lopes (Boa Logistics)

9 Wendy Shu and George Yang 
(SAGE Millimeter, Inc)

10 Honorees Bill Snitzer and Andrew 
Saleh (Fox Dealer)

11 Kris Page and Joe Gossman (KPG 
Healthcare) 
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