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T
he Port of Los Angeles and Port of Long Beach combine to make our region’s sea ports complex the 
largest in the Western Hemisphere, handling over 40% of all inbound containers for the entire United States. 
Over time, a sophisticated and mature logistics economy has developed around these ports, including high-
capacity rail networks, endless warehousing and distribution options, and businesses that have located in Los 

Angeles County to leverage this infrastructure. Over 160,000 workers in L.A. County alone support the international 
trade sector. 

With this remarkable commitment to international trade in Los Angeles, it made sense that we feature a focus 
section on the topic. We hope you find the following pages – featuring content from the Port itself and other relevant 
experts – of interest. 
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Clean cargo handling operations at the Port 
of Los Angeles are taking a giant leap for-
ward with the demonstration of the world’s 

first zero-emissions top handlers. Joined by Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti in celebration of 
California Clean Air Day, the Port earlier this 
month showcased two pre-commercial bat-
tery-electric top handlers that will be tested at 
the Everport Container Terminal.

“Every Angeleno deserves to know that 
future generations will inherit a sustainable 
city and a livable planet — and that our air, 
water, and natural resources will be protected 
and preserved,” said Mayor Eric Garcetti. 
“Clean Air Day gives L.A. an opportunity to 
show what it means to put our principles into 
practice with cleaner transportation, goods 
movement, and energy sources — to leave a 
healthier world for our children and grand-
children.”

“Today shows we are making good on our 
pledge to do the hard work of advancing com-
mercially feasible solutions to meet our goal of 
transitioning all cargo handling equipment to 
zero emissions by 2030,” said Port of Los Ange-
les Executive Director Gene Seroka. “We’re 
excited to power up these battery-electric top 
handlers and test them under the real-world 
conditions of a working container terminal.”

The world’s first battery-electric top han-
dlers were designed and built in the U.S. 
by Taylor Machine Works, Inc., a leading 
heavy-duty equipment manufacturer and the 
largest supplier of top handlers in service at the 
Port. Also known as top picks, top handlers 
are off-road vehicles with an overhead boom 
for loading containers weighing up to 75,000 
pounds onto trucks and trains, unloading them, 
and stacking them on terminals between pick-
ups and deliveries.

Taylor’s zero-emissions top handlers run on 
a one-megawatt battery designed to operate 
for up to 18 hours between charges. Each top 
handler has a data logger for tracking hours of 
operation, charging frequency, energy usage 
and other performance indicators.

The data collection process also involves 
obtaining feedback from all demonstration par-
ticipants, including the drivers and mechanics 
who will operate and maintain the top han-
dlers. Workers will be able to provide valuable 
input on the maneuverability, noise level and 
safety of the equipment.

The top handlers will be tested over a 
12-month period, expected to begin by the end 
of the year. The Port and its partners will also 
evaluate the functionality of the connections 
and systems for charging the top handlers.

The battery-electric top handlers are a key 
component of the Port’s $7.7 million Everport 
Advanced Cargo Handling Demonstration 
Project. The California Energy Commission 
(CEC) is supporting the large-scale zero-emis-
sions technology project with a $4.5 million 

sustainability grant.
“The CEC is proud to be working with 

forward-thinking partners like the Port of Los 
Angeles to accelerate the adoption of inno-
vative and sustainable freight technologies,” 
said Energy Commissioner Patty Monahan. 
“Projects like this are critical to showcasing 
zero-emission equipment that can make the 
state’s freight industry more efficient and com-
petitive, while helping clean California’s air.”

The Everport demonstration is one of 16 
projects in which the Port is either the lead 
agency or a participant working with multi-
ple partners to test near-zero emissions and 
zero-emissions engines, emissions control tech-
nology, and alternative fueling and charging 
stations. In addition to the battery-electric top 
handlers, the projects include testing hybrid 
natural gas and fully battery-electric fuel cell 
heavy-duty trucks; battery-electric forklifts, 
yard tractors, and rubber-tired gantry cranes; 
and emissions control equipment on large ships 
and harbor craft.

Taylor has decades of experience working 
with the Port’s marine container terminal 
operators to meet their equipment needs. Since 
the 2006 launch of the Clean Air Action Plan, 
the Mississippi-based manufacturer has played 
a key role in the Port’s air quality progress by 
helping terminal operators transition their top 
handlers to the cleanest available in today’s 
market. Currently, more than 60% of the 213 
top handlers in Port service meet Tier 4 off-
road diesel engine standards.

Eliminating tailpipe emissions from cargo 

handling equipment is essential to achieving 
the Port’s larger goal of reducing greenhouse 
gases (GHGs) from all port-related sources. 
Port targets call for reducing GHGs 40% below 
1990 levels by 2030 and 80% below 1990 lev-
els by 2050.

The Port of Los Angeles is America’s pre-
mier port and has a strong commitment to 
developing innovative, strategic and sustain-
able operations that benefit Southern Califor-
nia’s economy and quality of life. North Amer-
ica’s leading seaport by container volume and 
cargo value, the Port of Los Angeles facilitated 
$297 billion in trade during 2018. San Pedro 
Bay port complex operations and commerce 
facilitate one in nine jobs in the five-county 
Southern California region. 

Port of Los Angeles Unveils World’s First Zero-
Emissions Top Handlers
Pioneering all-electric equipment 
advances clean cargo handling 
solutions ‘Today shows we are making 

good on our pledge to do the hard 
work of advancing commercially 

feasible solutions to meet our goal 
of transitioning all cargo handling 

equipment to zero emissions  
by 2030.’
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Los Angeles area businesses seeking to 
compete in the global marketplace now 
have an additional tool to expedite 

securing export documentation with increased 
efficiency and accuracy. The new solution 
platform is the result of a partnership between 
the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 
and Fast Track Global Services (FTGS).

“As our global economy grows, it is critical 
that Los Angeles area businesses can compete 
in the global marketplace. The L.A. Area 
Chamber is excited to bring solutions forward 
that expand the opportunities for businesses to 
participate in our global economy in Southern 
California,” said Chamber President & CEO 
Maria S. Salinas. “As the first Chamber in 
the nation to offer such a comprehensive 
service platform, the L.A. Area Chamber has 
embarked on this venture with Fast Track 

Global Services in a continued effort to help 
area businesses increase export efficiency and 
save time and money.”

The platform improves the way exporters 
and freight forwarders handle regulatory needs 
by providing step-by-step guidance and built-in 
legalization/apostille options, while providing 
the highest level of security and document 
traceability. The export documentation 
solution platform, Swiftdox, uses secure 
block chain technology, offering multilingual 
certificates of origin, free sale (CFS), good 
manufacturing practices (GMP) and good 
standing (GSC) processing solely online.

With built-in legalization/apostille options, 
businesses can opt to have their certificates 
processed with a single click. The process 
is then fast tracked so certificates can be 
apostilled in as little as 48 hours or legalized in 
as little as 10 business days.

In creating the comprehensive platform, 
FTGS has worked with foreign governments, 
global regulatory and health agencies and 
freight forwarders to develop a secure, block 
chain technology that helps exporters obtain 
and process their documents with increased 
accuracy, enhanced security and instant 

traceability. The Chamber has been a long-
time issuer of export documentation, but with 
this new platform will do so with increased 
efficiency.

Information for this article was provided by the 
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, the 
region’s premier business organization representing 
the interests of a broad spectrum of organizations 
across the private, nonprofit, academic and 
public sectors while advocating across local, 

state, federal and global levels. The Chamber’s 
mission is to design and advance opportunities 
and solutions for a thriving regional economy that 
is inclusive and globally competitive. Founded 
in 1888, the Chamber is the oldest and largest 
business association in Los Angeles County. It’s 
1,500+ member companies work together with 
the Chamber to advance and support efforts that 
eliminate barriers and maximize opportunities for 
economic prosperity, creating a thriving region for 
all. For more information, visit lachamber.com.

New and Comprehensive Online Export 
Documentation Solution Platform Launched

The LA region is the nation’s largest metro-
politan export market, and one of the larg-
est recipients of foreign direct investment. 
According to several studies, workers in 

international trade-related jobs earn higher 
salaries than counterparts in other sectors of 
the economy. According to a report by the 
Brookings Institution, local exports directly 
account for over 300,000 local export produc-
tion jobs, and directly support another 227,000 
jobs throughout the nation.  The Chamber 
estimates that thousands of workers are being 
employed by foreign subsidiaries with commer-
cial and industrial presence in the region.

The Los Angeles Area Chamber of Com-
merce works to encourage the White House, 
U.S. Congress and the U.S. Trade Represen-
tative to support the negotiation of fair and 
free trade agreements to increase employment 
through expanding international trade and 
investment.

THE GLOBAL INITIATIVES COUNCIL 
One of the primary objectives of the 

Chamber’s Global Initiatives Council is the 
creation of jobs through expanding global 
trade and investment. It works to foster the 
development and provide access to interna-
tional markets by local companies and maxi-
mize the region’s diverse resources to increase 
opportunities in the global economy.

2019 TRADE POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
The following is a list of recommendations, 

compiled by the Global Initiatives Council of 

the LA Area Chamber of Commerce. 
• Support the Administration’s efforts and 

urge the U.S. Congress to approve the new 
U.S. - Mexico - Canada (USMCA) free trade 
agreement.

• Urge the Administration to engage in con-
structive dialogue and negotiations with China 
to address legitimate concerns in a reasonable 
manner that will de-escalate the trade war and 
ensure a sustainable, mutually beneficial bilat-
eral trade relationship between the U.S. and 
China.

• Support any remaining necessary imple-
mentation measures to ensure that the U.S. 
- Korea Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA) 
remains in effect.

• Support the continuing discussions under 

the U.S. - Japan Economic Dialogue and initi-
ation of the U.S. - Japan free trade agreement 
negotiations.

• Support a trade dialogue, which would 
successfully lead to a future U.S. - UK trade 
agreement, and U.S. - EU trade agreement.

• Ensure full U.S. engagement in moderniz-
ing the World Trade Organization (WTO) rules 
and regulations to strengthen the rule of law in 
the multi-lateral trading system; and urge the 
Administration to support the WTO dispute 
settlement system.

• Support new bilateral free trade agree-
ments with key trading partners in lieu of the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).

• Encourage the U.S. Government to estab-
lish a closer trade and investment relationship 

with the newly elected governments in Latin 
America.

• Urge the U.S. Government to suspend the 
aluminum and steel tariffs.

• Urge the Administration to implement 
export control rules that protect U.S. national 
security interests without unnecessarily restricting 
trade and export opportunities for U.S. companies.

• Recommend that the U.S. make efforts 
to harmonize competition policy and antitrust 
standards as applied to technology companies to 
ensure consistent transparency and due process 
in all jurisdictions.

Information for this article was provided by the Los 
Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce. To learn 
more, visit lachamber.com.

Los Angeles’ Role as a Global Trade and  
Foreign Investment Leader

New solution platform expected 
to help area businesses increase 
efficiency and save time and 
money

LA Area Chamber of Commerce 
makes recommendations

‘As our global economy grows, it is critical that Los Angeles area  
businesses can compete in the global marketplace. The L.A. Area Chamber 

is excited to bring solutions forward that expand the opportunities for 
businesses to participate in our global economy in Southern California.’
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Though the lazy days of summer are over and 
kids are back in school, there are still plenty 
of fun events to enjoy on the LA Waterfront 

as the fall and winter seasons approach. So gear 
up and get excited to experience this year’s line-
up of great events and activities, just announced 
by the Port of Los Angeles.

In honor of Veterans Day, Battleship 
IOWA will host its annual Veterans Appre-
ciation Event on Monday, Nov. 11, from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. The event will feature free food 
and live music, with admission to the museum 
free-of-charge for active, retired, and reserve 
military. Volunteers will be assembling military 
care packages on site, and accepting package 
content donations from the public throughout 
the day.

Kick off the holiday season in Decem-
ber with one of the many free festive events 
planned on the LA Waterfront. These include 
the annual holiday parades, with the San Pedro 
Holiday Parade on Sunday, Dec. 1 from 1-3 
p.m., hosted by the San Pedro Chamber of 
Commerce. On Sunday, Dec. 8, at noon, the 
Wilmington Chamber of Commerce will host 
the Wilmington Holiday Parade at a new loca-
tion at Wilmington Waterfront Park.

For a truly winter experience, grab the kids, 
mittens, and scarves and head to the Port’s 
annual Wilmington Winter Wonderland on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. The 
event will feature plenty of snow, games, hol-

iday crafts, face painting and more. Another 
hometown favorite will be the 56th Annual Los 
Angeles Harbor Holiday Afloat Parade, which 
will make its way through the Main Channel 
at the Port of Los Angeles on Saturday, Dec. 7 
at 6 p.m.

Kicking off the New Year, the Port’s Lunar 
New Year Festival celebrates the “Year of the 
Rat” on Saturday, Jan. 25. The annual free 

event will feature a host of cultural attractions, 
dance and musical performances, as well as culi-
nary delights traditionally enjoyed during this 
annual Asian holiday. The festival kicks off at 
3 p.m. and concludes at 7 p.m. with a fireworks 
display, weather permitting.

Want to stay up-to-date with all that’s 
happening on the LA Waterfront? The Port of 
Los Angeles debuted a newly designed, mobile 

responsive LA Waterfront website this past 
summer. The new searchable, user-friendly web-
site includes information and regular updates on 
all LA Waterfront projects and events through-
out the year.

Set against the picturesque backdrop of the 
Port of Los Angeles, with miles of public prom-
enade and walking paths, acres of open space 
and scenic views, the LA Waterfront blankets 
more than 400 acres of prime waterfront proper-
ty and boasts historic Los Angeles Harbor land-
marks, such as the welcoming Vincent Thomas 
Bridge and Angels Gate Lighthouse. The busi-
est container port in North America, the Port 
of Los Angeles funds and maintains the LA 
Waterfront, and remains committed to enhanc-
ing public access to the waterfront by connect-
ing visitors and local harbor communities with 
recreational and commercial attractions that 
expand and diversify the Port’s position as a pre-
mier source of economic vitality for the region. 
  
The Port of Los Angeles is America’s premier port 
and has a strong commitment to developing inno-
vative, strategic and sustainable operations that 
benefit Southern California’s economy and quality 
of life. North America’s leading seaport by contain-
er volume and cargo value, the Port of Los Angeles 
facilitated $297 billion in trade during 2018. San 
Pedro Bay port complex operations and commerce 
facilitate one in nine jobs in the five-county South-
ern California region.

Port of Los Angeles Announces Fall and Winter 
2019/20 LA Waterfront Event Schedule
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