
c u s t o m  c o n t e n t

How do workers like to celebrate the holidays with colleagues? 
A survey from OfficeTeam shows the traditional office party 
tops most employees’ wish lists. More than half (52 percent) 

of workers interviewed said their favorite work-related holiday 
celebration is a company party. Twenty-four percent would choose 
participating in a charitable activity with coworkers.

But the study also finds that employees are saying, “Bah, hum-
bug!” to a few things: Inconvenient scheduling (27 percent) and 
boring activities (21 percent) were identified as the most disliked 
aspects of the office holiday party.  

The survey of office workers was developed by OfficeTeam, 
a leading staffing service specializing in the placement of highly 
skilled administrative professionals. It was conducted by an indepen-
dent research firm and is based on telephone interviews with more 
than 400 U.S. workers 18 years of age or older and employed in 
office environments.  

Workers were asked, “In which one of the following ways would 
you most like to celebrate the holidays at work?” Their responses:

Workers also were asked, “Which one of the following, if any, 
is your least favorite thing when it comes to office holiday parties?” 
Their responses:

“Many employees look forward to the office holiday party 
because it offers a chance to unwind with colleagues,” said Robert 
Hosking, executive director of OfficeTeam. “These celebrations 
can also be the perfect opportunity to recognize people for their 
hard work throughout the year.”

Hosking added, “To get everyone in the holiday spirit, party 
organizers should involve staff members in the planning process and 
discuss event dates in advance.”

OfficeTeam offers the following do’s and don’ts when planning 
holiday parties at work:

Don’t: Plan things just in the “nick” of time.
Do: Check venue and staff availability early on so everyone 

can reserve time on their calendars. If scheduling doesn’t work out 
during the weekends in November or December, consider holding 
the office holiday party during business hours or kicking off the new 
year with an event.

Don’t: Be a scrooge about sharing the details.
Do: Let employees know the dress code, directions and whether 

guests are allowed ahead of time.

Don’t: Assume it’s impossible to be frugal yet festive.
Do: Be mindful of your budget. Celebrations can be enjoyable 

and build camaraderie without breaking the bank.

Don’t: Have a party that’s fa-la-la-la-blah.
Do: Get employee input on location, activities and menu. 

Want to do something a little different than a fancy meal or white 
elephant gift exchange? Organizing a holiday donation drive or 
volunteering at a nonprofit organization can be a fun way to spread 
good cheer.

Don’t: Let holiday grinches ruin the fun.
Do: Generate excitement for the event in emails and the 

company newsletter. Also, encourage interested employees to help 
with planning and decorations. Don’t let the occasional no-show 
dampen your spirits.

Don’t: Leave anyone out in the cold.
Do: Keep celebrations nondenominational so everyone can 

take part in the merriment.

Don’t: Get “wrapped up” in shoptalk.
Do: Allow time to acknowledge employees for their accom-

plishments, but make sure activities aren’t all work-related.

Information for this article was provided by OfficeTeam, a Robert  
Half company and the nation’s leading staffing service specializing in 
the temporary placement of highly skilled office and administrative  
support professionals. The company has more than 300 locations 
worldwide. More information, including online job search services  
and the OfficeTeam Take Note blog can be found at  
officeteam.com.

What Office Holiday Parties Mean to Employees
Company-Sponsored Charity Events Also a Popular 
Way to Spread Holiday Cheer, Survey Shows

october 16, 2017

Off-site party  27%

On-site party/luncheon  25% 
Charitable activity (e.g.,  

donation drive, volunteering as a group)  24%

Informal gift exchange  10%

Office decorations  9%

I’d rather not celebrate the holidays at work 4%

Don’t know/no answer  2%

Inconvenient scheduling  27%

Boring activities  21% 

Peer pressure to attend  16%

Coworkers misbehaving  15%

Coworkers dressing inappropriately  10%

None  10%

Other/don’t know  2%
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A nyone can reserve a noisy restaurant corner 
or a drafty banquet room for this year’s hol-
iday party. Why not treat your employees 

like royalty? Take them to Medieval Times in 
Buena Park for a knight to remember. 

BRAVERY, CHIVALRY AND 
ROMANCE

Enter the doors of a medieval castle festive-
ly decorated for the holidays and step back in 
time to an age of bravery and chivalry. Enjoy a 
four-course “hands-on” feast as you watch a two-
hour spectacle unfold before you. Thrill to live 

jousting, swords-
manship and 
falconry. Marvel 
as the mighty 
Spanish stallions 
perform feats of 

equine skill with power and grace. Cheer as your 
knight fights for honor, valor and glory!

AMERICA’S #1 DINNER 
ATTRACTION!

Everyone knows Medieval Times Din-
ner and Tournament is North America’s #1 
dinner attraction. It’s been featured in many 
movies and TV shows. But Medieval Times 
is also a favorite corporate event destination. 

That’s why groups from all parts of Southern 
California return year after year to capture 
the enchantment of the holidays at Medieval 
Times. 

BRING THE OFFICE TO OUR  
CASTLE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

Whether you have 15 or 1,100 employees, 
Medieval Times has a special group rate tailored 
to fit your budget. Why not make your holiday 
reservations today?

THE KING’S FEAST   
• Admission to two-hour live tournament 
• Four-course feast 
•  Announcement of your group during the 

show 
• Royalty upgrade **
•  One cocktail, beer, wine or soda in a sou-

venir cup 
• Group photo 
• Admission to Museum of Torture 
$58.76 ADULT/$49.76 CHILD*

THE KNIGHT’S BANQUET  
• Admission to two-hour live tournament 
• Four-course feast 
•  Announcement of your group during the 

show 

• Royalty upgrade**
•  One cocktail, beer, wine or soda in a  

souvenir cup 
$52.36 ADULT/$43.36 CHILD*

THE ROYAL FARE
• Admission to two-hour live tournament 
• Four-course feast 
•  Announcement of your group during the 

show 
• Royalty upgrade**
$46.96 ADULT/ $37.96 CHILD*

*All prices and package items are one per 
person. Gratuities additional. Packages are sub-
ject to availability and group size. Minimum 15 
people for any package. No promotions or other 
offers apply. Valid only at the California Castle. 

**Royalty Upgrade ($12 per person value) 
includes priority castle access, preferred seating, 
priority seating access, cheering banner, Knight’s 
rally towel and VIP lanyard.

SPECIAL AFTERNOON SHOWS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 AND FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15
2:00PM – 4:00 PM
GROUP RATE: $37.00 PER PERSON

Enjoy the full evening show at matinee pric-
es. This special show for parties of 10 or more 
includes our famous medieval tournament, four-
course feast with two non-alcoholic beverages 
and tax. Gratuity and upgrades are additional. 

Reserve your party today!

Medieval Times is located at 7662 Beach Blvd., 
Buena Park, CA 90620. For reservations, please 
call the group sales department at (714) 521-2342 
or email at buenapark.groups@medievaltimes.com

Experience it all at Medieval Times

HOLIDAY PLANNING VENUE

SPOTLIGHT
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’TIS THE SEASON FOR AWESOME CELEBRATIONS.

EXCLUSIVE0FFER!BOOK BY 10/31 AND GET A$20 GIFT CARDFOR EACHGUEST*

*MENTION CODE GIFTCARD17. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.

BOWLERO 
WOODLAND HILLS
23130 VENTURA BLVD

(818) 225-7181

BOWLERO
MAR VISTA

12125 VENICE BLVD
(310) 391-5288

BOWLERO
LOS ANGELES

8731 LINCOLN BLVD
(310) 670-0688

BOWLERO 
TORRANCE

21915 S. WESTERN AVE
(310) 328-3700

BOWLMOR
SANTA MONICA

234 PICO BLVD
(310) 399-7731

BOWLMOR
PASADENA

3545 E. FOOTHILL BLVD
(626) 351-8858

BOWLMOR
ORANGE COUNTY

2405 PARK AVE
(714) 258-2695

BOWLMOR
ANAHEIM

400 W. DISNEY WAY
(714) 783-2810

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

BOWLERO.COM/HOLIDAYBOWLMOR.COM/HOLIDAY

Host a custom-built holiday event that combines the classic fun of bowling 
with arcade games, inventive menus, and premium drink packages.
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F rom brainstorm spaces to breathtaking 
views, Ventura County Coast offers a most 
memorable meeting location. 
Inspire your team by hosting an off-site 

meeting or holiday event set in natural beauty 
and year-round pleasant weather. The region 
has 200,000 square feet of conference space and 
meeting rooms to choose from, and more than 
5,000 guest rooms in 60 hotels and inns. 

Ventura County Coast is a string of four 
communities located off Highway 101 between 
Los Angeles and Santa Barbara. Along with 

the amenities 
it offers to busi-
nesses, Ventura 
County Coast 
contains 22 
miles of beaches, 

historic downtowns, a range of outdoor activi-
ties, award-winning wineries and farm-to-table 
restaurants. 

Here, business retreats are a unique com-
bination of professional development and 
unforgettable team building. The meeting 
rooms accommodate groups from 10 to 1,000. 
Whether you’re looking for the salty breeze of 
a beachfront location or a full-service hotel 
conference center, you’ll find accommodations 
that match your team’s needs. Plus, lodging is 
affordable and welcoming to large groups. 

To keep inspiration sustained, Ventura 
County Coast has a culinary experience all its 
own, created from an abundance of fresh and 
local ingredients. The region’s artisan chefs, 
locally grown produce, fresh seafood and rich 
farming heritage make the Ventura County 
Coast dining scene uniquely delicious. Be sure 
to try a local craft brew at the end of a hard 
day’s work. 

In your team’s down time, complete the 
experience with leisure activities from the four 
unique but complementary cities that make up 
Ventura County Coast. 

CAMARILLO 
In Camarillo, you’ll find the latest fashions 

at one of the nation’s best Premium Outlets, 
with brands like Banana Republic, Coach, 
Michael Kors, Polo Ralph Lauren, Tory Burch, 
Tommy Hilfiger and much more. Minutes 
down the road, visitors can savor the sights and 
smells of a delicious agricultural tradition and 
rediscover how sweet and inspiring fresh-picked 
fruits can taste. 

For golf enthusiasts, Camarillo is a dream 
destination with incredible year-round weather 
and two pristine public golf courses. Those who 
simply want to relax and rejuvenate can enjoy 
indulgent spas, captivating art galleries and an 
enchanting old- town brimming with history. 

VENTURA 
Ventura synthesizes surf culture, historic 

buildings and a bustling downtown scene in a 
way that makes visitors feel at home and on an 
adventure at the same time. Visitors to Ventura 
enjoy outdoor adventures, a lively arts scene 
and an oceanside proximity that makes it a 
chef’s paradise. 

Get the whole team together for beach activ-
ities in the style of a true Californian getaway. 
Surfers, kiteboarders and water enthusiasts will 
enjoy winter swells and summer whitecaps at 
Ventura’s beaches. And for those who prefer to 
enjoy the surf culture from a distance, the ocean-
front Ventura Promenade is a festive place to 
watch the action, take a stroll or ride bikes. 

OXNARD 
In the casual seaside city of Oxnard, you’ll 

find an active boating harbor, the nation’s 
largest kosher winery, the world-class Mullin 
Automotive Museum and a historic downtown 
bursting with multicultural flavors and architec-
tural treasures. 

You’ll quickly discover why a tasty array of 
authentic Mexican cuisine and new eateries are 
putting Oxnard on the culinary map. Also in 
downtown Oxnard, Heritage Square is an amaz-
ing collection of magnificently restored homes 
and lushly landscaped gardens. 

Oxnard’s serene harbor provides access to 
Channel Islands National Park. The natural and 
cultural resources of its five different islands have 
been steadfastly preserved here. This national 
park is known as “America’s Galapagos,” and is 
just a short boat trip away for a one-of-a-kind 
team-building excursion. 

PORT HUENEME 
Stroll wide sandy beaches alongside a his-

tory-rich Naval Construction Battalion Center 
in Port Hueneme, a seaside community located 
between Oxnard and Ventura. Its original Chu-
mash Indian name, Wenemu, means “resting 
place.” And it doesn’t take much time at the fif-
ty-acre Hueneme Beach Park to discover that this 
city is a place for refreshing the mind and soul. 

Port Hueneme Beach Park’s expansive sandy 
beaches, south-facing surfing waves, volleyball 
courts, and walkable beachside promenade 
promise satisfaction for every kind of beachgoer 
– sunbathers and surfers alike. 

BRING YOUR TEAM TO A PLACE 
OF INSPIRATION 

Whatever your needs are, Ventura County 
Coast is big enough to meet them and it’s 
closer than you think. Invite inspiration into 
your workplace, and plan your most memorable 
meeting at venturacountycoast.com. 

Ventura County Coast:  
Inspiration Within Reach

HOLIDAY PLANNING VENUE

SPOTLIGHT
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SUPPLEMENT NAME HERE

YOUR MOST MEMORABLE 
MEETING LOCATION. 

65 hotels + 5,000 rooms        2 harbors + 22 miles of beaches
4 shopping regions + 5 golf courses        200,000 sq. � t. of meeting space

ONE ENRICHING EXPERIENCE

VENTURACOUNTYCOAST.COM
Start planning today at

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY 
AT SANTA ANITA PARK
Ring in the holidays with a memorable event at The Great Race Place. 

Accommodating parties from 20 to 2,000, your colleagues and clients will long 
remember delectable food and drink, attentive service and a striking setting at the base 
of the San Gabriel Mountains.

285 W. Huntington Drive, Arcadia, CA, 91007  |  626-574-6400  |  santaanita.com
Below:  The elegant Chandelier Room

When L.A. Zoo Lights launched at the 
Los Angeles Zoo in 2014, a new holiday 
tradition was born. The Zoo was trans-

formed into a dazzling wonderland aglow with 
spectacular light displays. Each year since then, 
L.A. Zoo Lights has been bigger, brighter, and 
merrier than ever before, setting a new stan-
dard for holiday magic. 

Guests will be enchanted as they make their 
way to your picturesque party location, gazing 
at a flurry of giant illuminated animal-motif 
snowflakes, stunning 3-D animated projections, 
a glittering light tunnel, a fanciful menagerie of 
light animals, and so much more. 

Your company holiday party can be in the 
heart of it all, at 
one of two spec-
tacular venues 
with breathtaking 
views of land-

scapes of light that guests are free to explore before 
or after your event. 

At the larger party location – “Treetops 
Terrace” – the curved, sweeping ceiling will be 
draped with hundreds of twinkling lights, with 
giant LED-lit ornaments of all shapes and sizes 
suspended from the center. This venue is ideal 
for up to 500 guests, with adjacent gazebos for 
smaller gatherings, and a beautiful carousel and 
glittering photo op nearby. 

The smaller location – “Rainforest Stilt 

House” – is a stunning VIP retreat where up to 
150 guests will be ensconced in an open-air tra-
ditional Amazonian structure, the second level of 
which offers unobstructed views of the lights and 
crowds below. From the lower level, guests can 
come eye-to-eye with natural wonders – stingrays, 
red-bellied piranhas, and other aquatic species. 

All L.A. Zoo Lights guests can view real 
animals such as live reindeer at Reindeer 
Range and the amphibians, invertebrates, 
and reptiles of the LAIR, which will be aglow 
with lights. But your party guests can have 
special, up-close animal encounters as well, 
with available keeper-led walkabouts featur-
ing your choice of a sugar glider, porcupine, 
bearded dragon, or many others. Our zookeeper 
will share fascinating facts about the animal – 

including the challenges it may face in the wild 
– and answer guests’ questions. 

The Zoo is a conservation leader, and encour-
ages everyone – including holiday party hosts and 
guests – to make good choices for the environ-
ment by offering a variety of sustainable options. 
As a partner in the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
Seafood Watch program, for example, in-house 
caterer Taste of the Wild is dedicated to serving 
in-season, sustainable menu and bar options, 
including wine, for parties of any size and budget. 
Compostable tableware is also available. 

Not only is the Zoo shining a light on hol-
iday fun, it’s lighting the way toward a more 
sustainable future, by participating and funding 
vital conservation projects here at home and 
around the globe. Private events support this 

very important work. So, by hosting your party at 
the Zoo, not only will you be giving the gift on 
an unforgettable experience to your guests, you’ll 
be contributing to the future of wildlife as well. 

The Zoo is an exceptional event location any 
time of day or year. During L.A. Zoo Lights, how-
ever, it’s nothing short of magical. So treat your 
guests to a holiday experience that’s as iconic as it 
is unexpected, and as fun as it is meaningful.

Learn more at lazoo.org

Unforgettable Holiday Parties  
at L.A. Zoo Lights

HOLIDAY PLANNING VENUE

SPOTLIGHT

Picture your Holiday Party in a 
Place where the Spirit of the 
Season Shines Brightest
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TM

THE PLAYFUL WAY TO  
CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS.

TREAT YOURSELF

Book your Holiday Event by November 17 and receive 
three of the following complimentary perks:

•  Welcome Prosecco Toast 
•  Custom Holiday Table Linen 
•  15% A/V Discount
•  DJ for 3 hours

•  Dance Floor
•  Your Choice of Up Lights 

- Holiday – Green, Red, White
- Festive – Purple and White

PLUS, receive a gift based on your 
FOOD & BEVERAGE spend:

•  Spend $5,000 and receive a $250 American 
Express gift card or $250 credit to the master 

•  Spend $10,000 and receive a $500 American 
Express gift card or $500 credit to the master

•  Spend $20,000 and receive a $1,000 American 
Express gift card or $1,000 credit to the master

As the party planner, you deserve a little gift for yourself. 
Contract 10 or more rooms for your guests and receive: 

•  Complimentary night stay 
•  Early Check-In
•  Complimentary Parking

Plus, your guests will receive 20% OFF their room rates  
for the night of their stay.

1020 S FIGUEROA ST  |  DOWNTOWN LA  |  213 743 7620  |  LUXECITYCENTER.COM  |  @LuxeCityCenter

Call Michelle Mavros, Senior Catering Sales Manager, at 213.743.7620.

TO BOOK YOUR EVENT:

Restrictions and blackout dates apply. Contract by November 17, 2017 and actualize by January 30, 2018.
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Hosting your holiday party should be an 
exercise in epic fun—and not a major has-
sle. Easy party planning is the standard by 

which all venues should operate, but far too 
often full-service, “turnkey” events are anything 
but. To throw the best holiday party ever, you 
need a stellar venue, great entertainment, and 
a committed staff that understands how to 
take care of you and your guests—from start to 
finish. Here, the party planning professionals at 
Bowlmor Lanes and Bowlero show you how to 
throw the perfect turnkey event—and explain 
why picking the right venue can make all the 
difference when it comes to enjoying a has-
sle-free holiday party. 

GET OFF TO A GOOD START
You know how they say, “You never get a 

second chance to make a first impression?” Well, 
that goes double for holiday parties. Getting off to 
a great start can set the tone for your holiday cel-
ebration. That’s why, at our venues in and around 
Los Angeles, the event staff is prepared for your 
party—in advance of your party. Our hosts usher 
you through the arrival and check-in process, 
finding you the perfect-fitting bowling shoes, 
confirming your event’s details, and guiding you 
directly to your lane, thereby eliminating that 
awkward “where should I go/who do I talk to?” 
moment that every party host secretly dreads. 

AVOID THE DISAPPEARING ACT
Ever been to a party where, 20 minutes after 

you arrive, the staff is nowhere to be found?  Des-
perately trying to flag down wait staff or walking 
all over a venue to get help with an order is no 

way to spend your 
holiday party. (It’s 
your event—you 
should be enjoy-
ing it, not work-
ing it!) 

To avoid those party pitfalls, Bowlmor and 
Bowlero both offer dedicated event hosts to 
ensure your holiday celebration goes off with-
out a hitch. Your event host is assigned just 
to you and your guests and will be with you 
throughout your party—following up, checking 

in, attending to your needs, making sure there’s 
a steady supply of food and drink, and suggest-
ing a variety of entertainment options—from 
bowling to arcade games to a spirited round of 
beer pong. And, should the unthinkable occur 
and you start to run low on any of our signature 
dishes, our hosts are available to recommend 
some of our most popular culinary options and 
have them quickly prepared so that you can 
keep your party going strong. 

THE ONLY MATH YOU SHOULD BE 
DOING... IS KEEPING SCORE

Holiday parties are about letting loose and 
having fun; they’re not about keeping track of 
drink tickets. Instead of fretting over the tab 
all night, you can select any of our premium 
drink packages and let our staff keep track for 
you so that you can actually enjoy your party. 
(We also realize that some hosts like to stay 
informed on this issue, which is why our serv-

ers and event staff are always available to track 
drink tickets and keep you up-to-date as the 
party progresses.) 

COMMITTED STAFF MAKE ALL THE 
DIFFERENCE

Whether you’re celebrating at our Santa 
Monica or Torrance venues, or throwing a party at 
our locations in Mar Vista or Woodland Hills, our 
event staff members are true party animals. They’ll 
get to know you and your guests, anticipate your 
food and beverage needs, and ensure that your 
party is a striking success. They do everything 
from managing your event’s food and drink time-
lines to entering the names of your guests into the 
bowling console before you begin your game! 

Regardless of where you celebrate, your hol-
iday party should be the kind of VIP experience 
that you look forward to all year long. That’s 
why, at our venues throughout LA County, it’s 
not uncommon for the manager to reach out 
personally during an event—just to ensure that 
everything is to your liking. 

HOSTS THAT CAN ADAPT TO YOUR 
NEEDS

Sometimes you just don’t want the party to 
end—and that’s fine! Our events team actively 
follows your party and offers you the option of 
extending your event, adding food options as 
the party rolls along, or including additional 
lanes or games (as time and space permit). 

EFFORTLESS EVENTS THAT ARE 
ACTUALLY EFFORTLESS

This year, don’t take a chance on a full-ser-
vice holiday party that turns out to be all 
work and no play. Instead, let the planners at 
Bowlmor Lanes create the kind of customized, 
VIP event that lets you forget about planning 
and focus solely on celebrating. 

Information provided by Bowlmor and Bowlero. 
Get the ball rolling and plan your office’s best holi-
day party ever by visiting Bowlmor.com/holiday or 
Bowlero.com/holiday.

Ready to Roll Holiday Parties:  
Full-Service Events at Bowlmor

HOLIDAY PLANNING VENUE

SPOTLIGHT
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BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT AT LA’S PREMIER DINING VENUES

WEST HOLLYWOOD
KATANALA.COM

PASADENA / SANTA MONICA / NEWPORT BEACH
SUSHIROKU.COM

WEST HOLLYWOOD / SANTA MONICA
BOASTEAK.COM

INNOVATIVE DINING GROUP

WEST HOLLYWOOD
ROKUSUNSET.COM

TEPPANYAKI GRILL | SUSHI BAR | OUTDOOR LOUNGE

ONSITE & OFFSITE CATERING SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR ALL RESTAURANTS
CONTACT OUR EVENTS MANAGER: JENNIFER HEIMPEL AT 310.271.6000 EXT. 115

OR EMAIL: JENNIFER@INNOVATIVEDINING.COM
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During the holiday season, the L.A. Zoo is 
transformed into a dazzling wild wonderland.  
A recipient of USA Today’s “10 Best Zoo Lights”, 
L.A. Zoo Lights off ers the most unique holiday 
party experience with a variety of private 
venues that can accommodate 25-600 people.

For more info, contact Sara Rodriguez at 
323-644-4771 or srodriguez@lazoo.org

Host a memorable 
holiday event aT 
l.a. zoo lights
During the holiday season, the L.A. Zoo is 
transformed into a dazzling wild wonderland.  
A recipient of USA Today’s “10 Best Zoo Lights”, 
L.A. Zoo Lights off ers the most unique holiday 
party experience with a variety of private 
venues that can accommodate 25-600 people.

Host a memorable 
holiday event aT
l.a. zoo lights
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By TINA DIXON

Whether it’s to save money, boost the fun 
or create a new tradition, many corporate 
event planners are looking for new ways 

to engage in gift giving for those forthcoming 
holiday parties. 

Discover nine great holiday gift exchange 
ideas below:

Drawing Names - To cut down on having 
to buy for many different people, a group of 
employees can draw names out of a hat! Instead 
of each person having to buy for everyone in the 
group, now each person just buys for one other 
person. Be sure no one draws their own name, 
though!

Secret Santa - Building on the drawing names 
gift exchange idea, Secret Santa keeps it a 
secret who each person will buy for! Many times 
even after the gift is given, the identity of their 
“Santa” is kept secret from the gift recipient.

White Elephant - This is a fun holiday 
gift exchange idea that goes by many different 
names! The main idea here is that everyone 
attending a party brings a gift and for however 
many gifts are brought, numbers are drawn for 
opening order. Although they won’t know who 
will be opening the gift, it doesn’t have to be 
generic or gender neutral because others will 
have the opportunity to take it home! The first 
person to choose a gift opens it. The second 
person to choose a gift opens theirs and then 
has the option to keep their own gift or swap it 
for the first person’s gift. Every new person who 
opens a gift has the option to keep their own or 
swap for any other. After the last person picks 
and opts to swap or not swap, the first person 

is given the opportunity to swap the gift they 
ended up with. It’s great fun and a very popular 
gift exchange idea!

Grab Bag - In this gift exchange, every party 
attendee brings an unusually shaped gift and 
secretly sneaks it into a grab bag so no one sees 
the gifts that are being added. When it comes 
time for gifts, the bag is brought out with all the 
mysterious gifts inside. Each person then reach-
es in and feels around for a gift that they might 
like to take home!

Auction (live or silent) - Going once! Going 
twice! Auctions can be great fun and a terrific 

way to exchange gifts! Each party attendee 
brings a few gifts (or the hostess can provide all 
the gifts if she likes) and they are put on display 
and up for auction. Each party guest is given 
a certain number (usually 100) of points with 
which to bid. Once all of their points have been 
used to “purchase” auction items, guests can no 
longer bid on items. A live auction is great fun 
for a lively party, but if you prefer a more subdued 
auction, guests can write their bids on paper for 
each gift.

Best Guess - If your party attendees are big 
fans of guessing games like Charades or Piction-

ary, you’re bound to love this fun gift exchange 
idea! Each person brings a gift or two. When it 
comes time for gift giving, each is given a turn to 
hold up their wrapped gift and the group guesses 
what might be inside. You can give clues or use 
charades or sketches to help them along (espe-
cially if it’s a particularly obscure gift to guess), 
and the first person to guess just what the gift is 
gets to keep it!

Charitable Giving - For those organizations 
passionate about philanthropy, this is a great 
option. Decide on a charity to donate the money 
you would ordinarily spend on gift giving to help 
others. You can all pool your money into a single 
charity or let each would-be gift recipient choose 
their own charity.

Recycled Gifts - No, we don’t want you to go 
rummaging through your cardboards and plastics 
looking for gifts. This idea is about re-gifting! 
Rather than holding your holiday party before 
the holidays, opt for a delayed party in the New 
Year. The only gift requirement is that you bring 
a gift you have already received! We all get 
presents around the holidays that we don’t nec-
essarily need or want. And as they say, one man’s 
trash is another man’s treasure. Recycle those 
unwanted gifts for a creative gift exchange idea 
that won’t cost anyone a single dime!

Homemade Gifts - This is a great frugal gift 
exchange idea that can be just as exciting as 
any of the others. Have a holiday party where 
the only gifts exchanged are homemade gifts. 
From homemade cookies to original paintings to 
homemade ornaments, quilts, knit hats and more, 
discover how talented your coworkers really are!

Tina Dixon is a freelance writer.

Nine Gift Exchange Ideas  
For Your Holiday Party
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