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It’s my distinct honor and  
privilege to present the annual 
Patrick Soon-Shiong  

Innovation Awards for 2017. 
With much admiration and 

respect for great ideas, we stand 
alongside Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong, 
whose very name has become 
synonymous with groundbreaking 
innovation.  This special award 
program was created with the vision 
to celebrate the organizations that 
continue to stretch boundaries.

We  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  L A’s 
tremendous stew of ingenuity, 
innovation, and creativity is what 
in many ways sparks the economic 
competitiveness of the region and 
brings a distinct and unique edge to 
our local economy.

Dr.  Pat r ick  Soon-Shiong, 
himself has more than led by 
example, repeatedly illustrating 
how the innovative spirit can 
drive economic value. He also 
shares our desire to acknowledge 
and encourage innovation and has 
once again made the commitment 
to underwrite this prestigious award 
program.

This year, the awards were 
handed out at a ceremony on 
November 16th at the Four Seasons 
Hotel in Beverly Hills, where we 
were also excited to host a half-
day symposium that began with 
breakfast and progressed through 
a series of several terrific finalist 
speakers. Our attendees had an 
opportunity to be inspired by local 
innovators sharing their expertise 
on generating some of the great 
ideas coming out of Southern 
California. The evening portion of 
the event was highlighted by the 
Patrick Soon-Shiong Innovation 
Awards dinner, where we honored 
and acknowledged the people and 
organizations that continue to 
stretch the boundaries and have 
proven to be leaders in innovation.

Congratulations to this 
year’s extraordinary nominees 
and finalists – each of whom 
continues to inspire us and provide 
invaluable contributions to keeping 
Los Angeles at the forefront of 
innovation.

Letter 
from the 
publisher

D r. Soon-Shiong, a physician, surgeon, researcher, philanthropist 
and scientist, invented and developed the revolutionary drug 
Abraxane, which has received FDA approval for the treatment 

of metastatic breast cancer, lung cancer and advanced pancreatic cancer - 
providing first line therapies across this broad spectrum of tumors in both 
the U.S. and E.U. Over the course of Dr. Soon-Shiong’s career, he has 
pioneered novel therapies for both diabetes and cancer, published over 
100 scientific papers, and has been granted over 230 patents worldwide 
for groundbreaking advancements spanning myriad fields of technology 
and medicine. As a surgeon, Dr. Soon-Shiong performed the world’s first 
encapsulated human islet transplant, the first engineered islet cell transplant 
and the first pig to man islet cell transplant in diabetic patients.

In the early 1990’s, Dr. Soon-Shiong pursued the science of stem 
cell, microencapsulation and nanotechnology at NASA, performing 
experiments as part of the STS-95 Space Shuttle program. Soon-Shiong’s 
path to cancer research began while doing research for NASA that 
involved harnessing stem cells to make insulin. In 1991, he founded a 
biotechnology company to develop a novel nanoparticle anti-cancer drug 
with the concept of using “the tumor’s biology against itself.” 

From 1997- 2010, Dr. Soon-Shiong served as Founder, Chairman and 
CEO of two global pharmaceutical companies: American Pharmaceutical 
Partners and Abraxis BioScience. In 2008, Dr. Soon-Shiong sold American 
Pharmaceutical Partners (NASDAQ: APP) to Fresenius for approximately 
$4.6 billion and in 2010, sold Abraxis BioScience to Celgene for 
approximately $3.8 billion.

In January 2016, Dr. Soon-Shiong announced the formation of Cancer 
Breakthroughs 2020, a comprehensive collaboration of researchers, 
insurers, academic institutions and pharmaceutical companies that seeks to 
accelerate the potential of combination immunotherapy in the treatment 
of cancer. The initiative has a goal of initiating Phase 2 trials in 20,000 

cancer patients within the next four years in addition to launching a 
revolutionary molecular diagnostic test. Known as GPS Cancer, the test 
enables analysis of the whole genome and target proteomics, transcending 
genomics to the era of clinic proteomics in cancer.

Dr. Soon-Shiong currently serves as Chairman and CEO of NantWorks, 
an ecosystem of companies aiming to create transformative global health 
information and next-generation pharma development network. Under 
the NantWorks umbrella, Soon-Shiong also currently serves as Chairman 
and CEO of NantKwest (NK), a Nasdaq listed immunotherapy company 
focusing on Natural Killer cells, and Chairman and CEO of NantHealth 
(NH), a Nasdaq listed transformational healthcare company converging 
biomolecular medicine and bioinformatics with technology services to 
empower physicians, patients, payers, pharma and researchers to transcend 
the traditional barriers of today’s healthcare system.

Dr. Soon-Shiong is Chairman of the Chan Soon-Shiong Family 
Foundation and of the Chan Soon-Shiong Institute of Molecular Medicine, 
a non-profit medical research organization. He co-chaired the CEO 
Council for Health and Innovation at the Bipartisan Policy Center, was the 
Executive Director of the UCLA Wireless Health Institute and a member 
of the Global Advisory Board of Bank of America. He also is an Adjunct 
Professor of Surgery at UCLA, a visiting Professor at the Imperial College 
of London, and a Professor of Microbiology, Immunology & Molecular 
Genetics and Professor of Bioengineering at the California NanoSystems 
Institute of UCLA. The Friends of the National Library of Medicine has 
honored him with their Distinguished Medical Science Award. 

In April 2016, Dr. Soon-Shiong received the Franklin Institute Award for 
his visionary leadership and commitment to advancing medical and scientific 
research and bringing new treatment options to cancer patients. Dr. Soon-
Shiong was also honored at the Vatican in April 2016 and received the 2016 
Pontifical Key Visionary Award. The award recognizes “medical innovators 
who change the course of history and reduce suffering on a global scale by 
blending visionary thinking with real action.” In June 2017, the Smithsonian 
Institute honored his work by placing Abraxane in the permanent exhibit at 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History.

Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong, 
Innovator

Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong and LA Business Journal’s CEO & Publisher Anna Magzanyan.

Anna Magzanyan
Publisher & CEO

Here’s a closer look at the inspiration and namesake 
of our innovation award, Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong:
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Congratulations to

on receiving the
2017 Patrick Soon-Shiong 

Innovation Awards

Oben
Klickly
Jaunt
AirMap
Vntana

07-60_labj_fullpages_11_27_17.indd   23 11/20/2017   4:57:56 PM



24   LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL – CUSTOM CONTENT       NOVEMBER 27, 2017

PATRICK SOON-SHIONG INNOVATION AWARDS 2017

Winner

irMap is a trailblazing leader in the 
creation of technology utilized in 
unmanned airspace.  The company 
provides software and tools that allow 
drone operators, developers, airspace 
stakeholders and manufacturers to  

fly, build, and integrate safely and effectively.
Today, many of the world’s drones are powered by  

AirMap. Leading drone manufacturers DJI, Intel, Sensefly, 
Aeryon Labs, and others power their drones with the Air-
Map platform. AirMap’s easy-to-use APIs and SDKs are 
available for Android, iOS, and Web.

Plus, AirMap’s Digital Notice and Awareness System 
(D-NAS) delivers situational awareness to drone oper-

ators and airspace stakeholders. As a result, over 125 
airports have implemented D-NAS to manage real-time 
digital notice of nearby drone operations, including the 
Houston Airport System.

AirMap’s leadership team members are also very active 
in the evolution of drone regulation and policy. AirMap 
co-founder Greg McNeal served on the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s Micro Unmanned Aircraft Systems Avi-
ation Rulemaking Committee, and on the Federal Avia-
tion Administration’s UAS Registration Task Force, Avia-
tion Rulemaking Committee. He is also chair of the Con-
sumer Technology Association’s working group for small 
drones and is a member of the ASTM Unmanned Vehicle 
Systems Committee. He testified before the Congressional 

Committee on Homeland Security’s Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Management Efficiency back in March of 
2016 on the topic of drone security and domestic use of 
non-military drones. More recently, he testified before the 
Subcommittee on Aviation for the hearing on “Building  
a 21st Century Infrastructure for America: Enabling  
Innovation in the National Airspace.” 

In June, McNeal and AirMap CEO Ben Marcus 
attended a meeting at the White House with President 
Trump on the topic of emerging technologies. Marcus 
is also co-chair of the FAA’s Unmanned Aircraft Safety 
Team. In addition, AirMap participates in the NASA-
FAA UTM Research Transition Team, which tests  
UTM technologies.

A

AirMap 

Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong (NantWorks), Honorees Ben Marcus and Daniel Rubio (AirMap), Anna Magzanyan (Los Angeles Business Journal), and Eric A. Gray (Merrill Lynch)
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WE’RE PROUD TO SUPPORT  
THE PATRICK SOON-SHIONG 
INNOVATION SYMPOSIUM  
AND AWARDS

The Gray Group

Eric Gray
Managing Director 
Private Wealth Advisor 
Senior Portfolio Advisor 
310.407.3979

eric_gray@ml.com

Merrill Lynch Private Banking and Investment Group
2049 Century Park East 
Suite 1100 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 

The Private Banking and Investment Group at Merrill Lynch is committed to supporting individuals 
and organizations in our community that contribute to enhancing the neighborhoods where we live. 
Life’s better when we’re connected®

Merrill Lynch makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (“MLPF&S”), a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, and Member SIPC, and other 
subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.

The Private Banking and Investment Group is a division of MLPF&S that offers a broad array of personalized wealth management products and services.

© 2017 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | AR6NGN9C | AD-08-17-0779 | 444621PM-0317
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Winner

aving developed and distributed 
immersive cinematic realities in 
order to pioneer the evolution of new 
media, Jaunt is a key supporter of the 
category as a whole. With immersive 
cinematic realities as an emerging 

industry and one of the fastest growing sectors of new 
media, Jaunt has emerged as a willing collaborative  
force as well as a leader in the field. Though the 
industry is small, Jaunt has made major strides to  
make itself known as a brand that is looking to  
provide opportunities for others to succeed. 

Jaunt’s camera system simultaneously records 3D  
stereoscopic video in all directions. Coupled with 3D 

sound-field microphones, Jaunt captures everything  
needed to reconstruct the complete visual and  
auditory experience. To complete their cinematic  
vision, creative professionals need access to the full  
suite of post-production tools including editing,  
color correction and compositing. Jaunt’s video  
format is compatible with industry-standard software  
to take maximum advantage of the possibilities of this 
new medium today.

Jaunt’s proprietary computational photography  
algorithms transform the recorded video data using 
sophisticated geometric calibration, color adjustment, 
and image processing. The result sets a new standard for 
immersive content quality. Jaunt’s cross-platform viewer 

renders content for the Oculus Rift and other devices. 
It uses VR head tracking to allow the user to see in any 
direction, and binaural mixing, which creates an audio 
experience that is just as immersive as the visual.

Jaunt is also the creative force behind Kaleidoscope, 
the organization that funds and amplifies content  
creators in the virtual reality medium. Last year,  
Jaunt developed, with USC’s esteemed School of  
Cinematic Arts, the Jaunt Cinematic Virtual Reality  
Lab, which allows students to learn and build the  
future of new media. Jaunt is mentoring students,  
providing them tools to support their creative  
process, and researching new ways content will thrive  
in the future. 

H

JAunt

Honorees Patrick Meegan and Timaj Sukker of Jaunt
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lickly’s proprietary technology is 
the first and only platform that lets 
people purchase  (with one touch) 
directly within ads, emails, and  
social media.  The Los Angeles  
based company’s “smart,” impulse 

payments protocol enables purchases directly within  
digital interfaces.

In short, Klickly has implemented a smart, 
impulse-payments solution for in-advertising experiences. 
Premier publishers, brands, agencies, and influencers use 
Klickly’s buy button technology to hyper-charge and  
commerce-enable their marketing messages.

The world’s first and only “smart” AI-powered button 

that lets people complete entire purchases (and other 
CTAs) directly within ads, emails, social media, and  
websites, Klickly functions equally well on mobile or 
desktop without ever leaving the page.

Klickly will likely change how commerce happens. 
Using its AI-powered buy button allows users to impulse-
buy the products they want, wherever they find them. 
For example, presented with an ad, users click “Buy Now” 
within the shopping-cart-like UI of the Klickly ad. They 
then confirm their purchase/info with the click of a but-
ton and complete the transaction. An email confirmation 
with merchant info is auto-sent, and the order is sent to 
the brand for fulfillment.

What PayPal did for EBay, Klickly does for marketing - 

a “buy” button on every message. The bonus with Klickly 
is that this buy button creates a detailed, private profile  
of each user such that brands’ messages are delivered 
when and where they’re wanted.

True industry thought leaders, Klickly’s team has been 
invited to speak at industry-defining events such being 
Wunderman and Adobe’s selection as a “Top Thought 
Leader of Cannes Lions 2017;” moderating the Cannes 
Lions 2017 Innovation Stage alongside Microsoft  
Hololens, Google VR, Adobe Creative Cloud, Waze;  
presenting at iMedia summit; CES 2017 and more.  
Klickly’s CEO has spoken on innovation and women in 
tech at venues such as CES, Cannes Lions, SXSW,  
Sundance, USC, etc.

K

Klickly

Honorees Noah Harris, Cooper Harris, and Xavier Monks-Corrigan of Klickly
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Powered by optimism, UCLA alumna Dr. Margaret Martin believed that she could change lives through 

music. So she founded the Harmony Project, a private, nonprofi t organization that provides at-risk 

kids with instruments, lessons and mentorship. But more importantly, the project teaches children the 

power of practice and perseverance—and allows them to discover their learning and creative potential. 

Resilient. Altruistic. UCLA Optimists are instrumental in lifting people up and creating brighter futures.

ORCHESTRATING BRIGHTER 
OUTCOMES FOR KIDS.

UCLA.EDU/OPTIMISTS

UCLA-151-49d_LABJ_MargaretMartin_MECH.indd   1 9/8/17   7:38 PM
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bEN is the first to combine  
artificial intelligence technology  
in speech, computer vision and  
natural language processing to  
create a complete virtual human that 
looks, talks and behaves like  

its human counterpart. Your Personal AI becomes  
someone’s virtual identity and is powered by artificial 
intelligence and is always improving and learning new 
things and skills.

Entertainment and how we consume content  
has evolved over the past century as technology has 
evolved. We started with traditional media such as  
television, radio, newspapers, magazines, books and film.  

The introduction of the internet and mobile phone  
culture shifted content consumption to platforms such 
as Facebook, Youtube, Twitter and Instagram. ObEN 
believes the future and the next evolution of entertain-
ment will be artificial intelligience-based media and 
AI-driven experiences and content – an area that  
doesn’t exist today, but that ObEN is pioneering. 

ObEN’s technology and AI platform not only  
enhances but grows the entertainment industry by  
creating and enabling never before possible experiences. 
It reimagines the celebrity-fan relationship and enables 
celebrities to be in millions of places at one time,  
creating tailored personalized experiences for their fans. 
ObEN’s AI technology is a plug-and-play solution that 

requires minimal time and effort from the celebrity  
while giving them control over their AI. The ease  
of use to build an avatar for both celebrity and fan,  
makes this technology accessible to everyone.

Additionally, ObEN’s technology and products  
will be launched in a variety of global markets including 
China, Korea, India, and the US. Since ObEN’s speech 
technology works across language, it enables a celebrity’s 
AI to speak in a variety of languages, even if its human 
counterpart cannot. Thus, next time Tom Cruise releases 
a Mission Impossible movie, instead of finding a  
Chinese dubbing actor, fans can now enjoy the movie  
in Tom Cruise’s voice, but in Chinese. The possibilities 
are infinite.

O

oben

Honorees Jeff Hare, Pierre Lanchantin, Sho Guo, Mark Harvilla, Hao Peng, Jeff Lin, Weijia Yu of ObEN
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NTANA is an Augmented Reality 
computing platform designed to 
help Chief Marketing Officers create 
engaging experiences, generate  
leads, and convert sales by tracking 
data to quantify engagement.  

VNTANA’s patented scalable hologram hardware and 
software is the only system on the market that allows 
consumers to interact with holograms of their favorite 
athlete, celebrity or product while capturing real-time 
data on the consumers.

VNTANA has established itself as the leader in holo-
gram displays and has become an influencer in augmented 
reality advertising based here in Los Angeles. With the 

founders both graduates of the USC, Ashley Crowder  
and Ben Conway decided to build their business in  
Los Angeles and attract talent in the city to help build  
the company. 

Crowder, the CEO and co-founder, is a pivotal part of 
the Augmented Reality community and is an influencer 
here in Los Angeles, nationally and internationally. She is 
changing the way brands interact with consumers through 
holographic technology, allowing people to be in multiple 
places at once and bringing the digital into the real world 
without the use of wearables. 

VNTANA continues to push the boundaries of aug-
mented reality to create innovative brand experiences.  
The organization hopes to push education with VNTA-

NA’s technology and bring people and opportunities to 
remote locations that weren’t able to access top influencers 
or educators before. This year, in collaboration with other 
AR influencers, Crowder developed a quarterly augmented 
reality meet up to educate her local community and inspire 
young women to get involved. 

In short, VNTANA empowers brands to surprise and 
delight their customers with the most realistic interactive 
holograms available. From idea conception, all the way to 
execution and post-event best practices, VNTANA’s  
support team becomes an integral part of its clients’  
marketing team. Plus, after each engagement, we provide 
a fully-stacked report and help identify key learnings  
and takeaways.

V

Vntana

Honoree Ashley Crowder of VNTANA
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Congratulations to the winners of the 2017 
Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong Innovation Awards! 

ObEN
Klickly
Jaunt
AirMap
VNTANA 

Culver City salutes Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong’s 
leadership and dedication to our community 
and the world. 

C ontour Crafting is a mega-scale 3D Printing technology for 
fabrication of large-scale structures directly from computer 
models. Contour Crafting simultaneously uses computer 

controlled extrusion and troweling to achieve smooth and accurate 
free-form surfaces. This innovative process has been enabled by many 
unique technologies in robotics, material delivery, control systems, 
and intelligent software. The technology has been under development 
at USC during the last two decades. Various aspects of the technology 
have been patented in the US and internationally (over 100 patents to date). Contour Crafting Corpora-
tion was established in 2014 and in 2017 it received major funding from a European multi-national con-
struction technology firm.

The large, all-weather robotics unit, which comprises the core of Contour Crafting product is light-
weight and designed to be movable to and from construction sites. Pre-designed elements would be rapidly 
fabricated and implemented on-site with one or two operators. Depending on materials used, the result 
could be very sturdy and aesthetically appealing structures built quickly in layers using a proprietary robotic 
manipulator and material dispensing system. 

In CC, computer control is used to take advantage of extrusion and the superior surface forming capa-
bility of troweling to create smooth and accurate, planar and free-form surfaces. CC is a hybrid method that 
combines an extrusion process for forming the object surfaces and a filling process (by pouring, or extru-
sion) to build the object core.  Under support from NSF, NASA, ONR and several industries we have con-
ducted extensive experiments over the last two decades to configure the CC process to produce a variety of 
small and full-scale objects. Small 2.5D and 3D parts with square, convex, and concave features have been 
fabricated from a variety of thermoplastic and ceramic materials. A limited axis but larger machine was 
later produced to demonstrate the possibility of fabricating full-scale concrete structures.

Contour Crafting Corporation

Finalist Berok Khoshnevis of Contour Crafting Corporation
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MHM (Mayer Hoffman McCann P.C.) is an independent CPA firm that provides audit, review and aaest services, and works closely with CBIZ, a business consullng, tax and financial services provider. CBIZ and MHM are members of 
Kreston Internalonal Limited, a global network of independent accounlng firms.

]Experience How Everything We Do 
                  Has A Single Focus - Your Success[

We are one of the leading providers of accounlng services to 
Southern California’s Technology & Life Sciences, 
Manufacturing, Real Estate and Entertainment industries. 

Providing tax, audit and advisory services to a wide variety of 
public companies, early-stage and growing private companies.  

TAX | AUDIT | ADVISORY
www.mhmcpa.com | www.cbiz.com | 310.268.2000

Contact: Nick Pyzow at npyzow@cbiz.com

CUJO LLC provides a plug-and-play smart home 
security device that protects the connected home 
from the virtual intrusions, such as malware, 

viruses, and hacking techniques. The company’s device 
uses self-learning technology to keep watch over com-
puters, smartphones, baby monitors, TVs, and other con-
nected devices by constantly updating itself to block new threats. It also offers a mobile application. 

Traditionally, PC security software, like antivirus or antimalware, is designed to only protect you 
the device it’s installed on. With so many connected devices in your home, you and your family’s per-
sonal lives are now on display through the networked home gadgets you have. Once connected to a 
router, CUJO’s smart firewall protects an entire home from nosy and unwanted intrusions.

CUJO analyzes a user’s local network traffic data locally and in real time. It then sends statistics on 
that data to the cloud for further analysis. For privacy as well as performance reasons, CUJO doesn’t 
send the contents of those packets to the cloud. If a threat or suspicious activity is detected, CUJO 
will tell the cloud what it has blocked so the user can receive a notification on his or her mobile app 
to confirm it.

CUJO takes just a few minutes to start. All a user has to do is plug the CUJO device into a router 
and follow a provided step-by-step guide on the CUJO app. CUJO works with various network setups, 
including WiFi routers; modems and routers as separate devices; modems and routers as single devices; 
and wireless extenders or access points in addition to the routers.

CUJO LLC

Finalist Einaras Von Gravrock of CUJO
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Congratulations 

Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP     lrrc.com 

Albuquerque   Colorado Springs   Denver   Irvine   Las Vegas
Los Angeles   Phoenix   Reno   Silicon Valley   Tucson

655 North Central Avenue
Suite 2300

Glendale, CA 91203
 626 795 9900

Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie Proudly Supports 
the Patrick Soon-Shiong Innovation Awards and their 
Commitment to Further Innovation and Entrepreneurship. 

We Congratulate the Winners and Finalists

D ock is building a revolutionary innovation that 
is sure to resonate with the parking-space-starved 
people and businesses of Los Angeles. The company 

is introducing a concept spearheading the transformation of 
the automobile industry by creating a marketplace within the 
private parking sector. Dock’s mobile app leverages technology 
to automatically connect vehicles with underutilized driveways, producing environmental and data efficien-
cies throughout the parking industry.

Called “the Airbnb for parking,” Dock’s concept is fast and easy to use. The app-driven system makes 
it simple for anyone to find a place to park their car in a safe, privately owned parking spot while enabling 
the owners of those available parking spaces the opportunity to make some quick, easy, low-maintenance 
income. Property owners can list their parking spot or driveway space on Dock and make up to $250 per 
month.

It’s a genuine rebirth and positive disruptor for an everyday task, effectively removing the hassle out of 
the parking process!

It should also be noted that Dock’s innovative business development efforts are personal and thoughtful 
as well. The organization believes in earning the trust and respect of the local neighborhoods that will be 
the contributors of the supply. Engagements in neighborhood councils and business alliances are the focus 
to be the forefront of the concept’s local success. Through collaboration with individuals and communities, 
Dock can understand and satisfy the needs of the people. The CEO engages in local LA communities such 
as LAVA, Bixel Exchange, Women Founders Network and SheWorx to support entrepreneurs and their 
endeavors.

Dock, Inc.

Finalist Emily Webb of Dock
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By drawing from a diverse network 
of scientists and engineers, the 

USC Michelson Center 
for Convergent Bioscience 

fosters biomedical 
discovery and innovation 
aimed at curing diseases. 

Michelson Hall,  the hub for this initiative, 
was inaugurated on Nov. 1, 2017. The 

190,000 square-foot, high-tech research 
facility, including state-of-the-art 

microscopy and nanofabrication facilities 
was supported by a $50M gift from Dr. Gary 
K. Michelson and his wife, Alya Michelson.

I n 2017, everyone’s interactions with businesses are grow-
ing exponentially. The problem is, every time we interact 
with a new business, we create a new digital persona. 

These digital personas or identities are disconnected from each 
other. Split identities create data silos. And, these silos don’t 
talk to each other. This data sharing problem raises costs due to 
manual reconciliation, lost time and missing records. The result: errors, waste, fraud and abuse.

Gem is creating global identifiers to link together data belonging to a person or asset, eliminating time 
consuming reconciliation, providing real-time transparency, reducing risk and creating better outcomes.

Gem is building cutting-edge, award winning enterprise blockchain platform technology to help com-
panies get a comprehensive view of all their data so they can make informed decisions. Blockchains are 
distributed ledgers that provide immutable and auditable records of data and provide real time notification 
when that data changes in any way. For this reason, blockchains are also known as the “Trust Protocol.”

One example of who can benefit from this innovation is the healthcare industry. The GemOS enter-
prise platform enables all parties in today’s data-driven healthcare economy to securely access and share 
data with the right permissions, and with full HIPAA compliance, within and across organizations. 
In the world of Internet of Things (IOT) and wellness Apps, Gem’s blockchain-based enterprise archi-
tecture allows healthcare companies to build on their “collective intelligence” or Data IQ, to create the 
patient-centric care model of the future. All participants in a healthcare network, whether they’re patients, 
doctors, pharmacies, or insurance companies, benefit from the resulting efficiency, transparency, and cost 
reductions. 

Gem is, essentially, actively engaged in shaping the Blockchain industry and driving adoption and edu-
cation of the technology in a number of innovative ways.

Gem

Finalist Jeff Shelton of Gem
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Please visit us at www.wsgr.com

congratulates

THE 2017 PATRICK SOON 
SHIONG INNOVATION 

AWARD FINALISTS:

AirMap
Contour Crafting Corporation

CUJO LLC
Dock, Inc.

Gem
HyperSight

Jaunt
Klickly

My Mobile Watchdog, Inc.
ObEN

Polis Assist, Inc
VNTANA

H yperSight is a Sofware-as-a-Service (SaaS) compa-
ny in the automotive industry that leverages digital 
technologies such as augmented reality, artificial intel-

ligence, data analytics and machine learning to create engaging 
and futuristic customer experiences.

HyperSight has brought innovation to the car sales process 
and industry through incorporating advanced technology to the 
car shopping experience, which benefits shoppers, dealerships 
and automakers alike.  Using its unique augmented reality head-
sets and AI assistance, car shoppers will be able to visualize, customize and interact with the car of their 
dreams in virtual environments, while automakers will gather valuable analytics on customer emotions and 
preferences to make business decisions.

HyperSight was born when two international entrepreneurs met in Business School at UC Irvine, and 
got immersed in the world of Augmented Reality. By facing a common problem while buying a car, they 
found common ground and decided to take action. They participated and won the Fast Forward Competi-
tion at UCI, acquiring an Intellectual Property portfolio, and transformed a school project into a business.

HyperSight’s vehicle customization capability allows the seller to create a digital showroom where 
customers can visualize and customize an entire inventory in AR, while getting their questions answered 
by the AI assistants. HyperSight’s AI software also provides sales teams with helpful analytics on customer 
preferences.

HyperSight’s CEO, Arturo San Vicente is the President of the Merage Entrepreneurship Association at 
UCI, where he strives at connecting entrepreneurs and business students who want to pursue a career in the 
startup world. The CTO, John Nall, is a Subject Matter Expert in Augmented Reality and has been featured 
in many trade shows and conferences promoting the use of Augmented Reality in business settings.

HyperSight, Inc.

Finalist Emre Guvercinci of HyperSight
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ElSegundoBusiness.com 

Where 
big ideas 
take off

EL E GUNDO

El Segundo has a rich history of advancements in 
technology and innovation, and we are poised for a new 
generation of progress that will change the world.

Congratulations to all the fi nalists and winners.
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A s children with cell phones become 
younger and younger, it has become 
increasingly more important for parents 

to monitor their mobile phone use in order to 
keep kids safe from predators and bullying. With 
the My Mobile Watchdog app, parents can moni-
tor incoming and outgoing messages to help catch 
and prevent bullies, stalkers, and even sexual predators. Through My Mobile Watchdog’s  app 
technology, parents have helped make hundreds of arrests of sexual predators by working with law 
enforcement agencies. 

The My Mobile Watchdog vision is to stand as the first line of defense for parents to protect 
their children from the pervasive dangers of mobile accessibility.

With this ever-important goal in mind, My Mobile Watchdog creates patented law enforce-
ment-grade child smartphone security for families. My Mobile Watchdog’s technology lets you 
monitor your child’s cell phone use, including call logs, texting, photos (MMS), web history, web 
filtering, time restrictions, sync contacts and block applications. 

With My Mobile Watchdog, parents can receive real time alerts when a stranger contacts their 
child. 

From a simple, easy-to-use dashboard, parents can access text messages, contacts, call logs, 
block apps and websites, locate the actual whereabouts of the child, and many other features. 

My Mobile Watchdog, Inc.

Finalist Robert Lotter of My Mobile Watchdog
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360 North Bedford Drive, Suite 204 • Beverly Hills, CA 90210-5124

Tel (310) 278-5100 • Fax (310) 271-6041

www.glassmanmediagroup.com

Dr. Soon-Shiong,

Thank you for your continued  
encouragement and celebration  
of innovation in our great city.

Tony Glassman   Rebecca Kaufman

P olis Assist is a mobile parking app helping 
people to find free parking, decipher com-
plex signs all over Los Angeles and avoid 

or defend parking tickets that are unlawful. Polis 
is the WAZE of parking!  Available on iOS and 
Android, the technology is easily accessible and 
user-friendly.

Polis Assist is in talks with the City of Los Angeles to license its data 
to the Department of Transportation in order to make the parking data 
more accessible to the general public and for other uses for a variety of city 
departments to ensure better transportation, infrastructure, and communi-
ty services.  

Polis is also reaching out through its marketing to various diverse groups 
to make them aware of the app and its ability to protect them against unlaw-
ful parking tickets. According to the LA WEEKLY, 14-18% of the parking 
tickets in Los Angeles are fraudulently given.  This is a serious issue for 
many US cities, with tickets more frequently resulting in economic hardship 
for the working poor.  In Chicago in 2016, the number one reason people 
filed bankruptcy was due to parking tickets! Until recently in Los Angeles, 
you couldn’t fight these tickets because a private company was adjudicating 
appeals and they were not providing due process as proven in a case that 
went to the California Supreme Court.  The court instructed the city of 
Los Angeles to administer the complaint process from now on.  Even with 
these changes, citizens need help protecting themselves from this injustice.  
Polis Assist hopes to help citizens take their streets back, while providing a 
game-changing and innovative quality enhancer of an app. 

Polis Assist, Inc.

Finalists Brittney Sharaun, Dennis Baker and Kurt Gabriel of Polis Assist
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Vision and Dreams Know No Boundaries

intrepidib.com  |  Mergers & Acquisitions  |  Capital Markets  |  Strategic Advisory

11755 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2200, Los Angeles, CA 90025   T 310.478.9000   F 310.478.9004   Member FINRA/SIPC

Select Recent Transactions

Delivering the value of the entrepreneur’s vision with dedicated sector teams.

Meet the Senior Industry Bankers

Apparel & Retail
Marvin Padilla

Beauty & Personal Care
Steve Davis

Shahriar Attaie

Commercial & 
Consumer Technology

Gary Rabishaw

Digital Media
Brandon Quartararo

Grady McConnell

Software & Services
Chris Park

Tristan Snyder

Toys & Giftware
Mike Rosenberg

Brian Levin

Healthcare
Jonathan Bluth

Adam Abramowitz

Capital Markets
Jonathan Zucker

Industrials
Jeremiah Mann

Business Services
Jim Freedman

Advisor to Ambry Genetics Advisor to GraphPad Advisor to Bear Down

Advisor to Mercury Media Advisor to DayMen Acquisition S.A. Advisor to Loungefl y, Inc.

has been acquired by

a portfolio company of

a portfolio company of
assets of

has completed a 
debt fi nancing with

have been sold to

(LSE:VTC)

owner of
has been acquired by

with participation from

$1,000,000,000

has received an 
investment from

Topspin Partners

has completed a majority 
recapitalization with
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1 Diamond Sponsors Jen Hodson, 
Leonard Shapiro, Dr. Patrick Soon-
Shiong, Michele B. Chan, Eleanor 
Ramirez, and Marci Rodriguez 
(NantWorks)

2  Finalists Arturo San Vicente and 
Emre Guvercinci (HyperSight)

3  Honorees Natascha French and 
Hayk Bezirganyan (VNTANA)

4 Diamond Sponsors (Merrill Lynch) 
and Anna Magzanyan (Los Angeles 
Business Journal)

5  Finalists Trace Moody and Emily 
Webb (Dock)

6 Honoree Nikhil Jain (ObEN)

7 Diamond Sponsor Eric A. Gray 
(Merrill Lynch)

8 Silver Sponsors Anna Kuang and 
Soo Hwang (Wilson Sonsini Goodrich 
& Rosati)

9 Guests Karol Korchova (Koch 
Properties) and Sahar Andrade (Sahar 
Consulting)

10 Finalists Brittney Sharaun (Polis 
Assist) and Berok Khoshnevis (Contour 
Crafting Corporation)

AT THE EVENT

1

4 5

6 87

109

21-42_PSS_InnovationAwards_supp.indd   40 11/22/2017   5:10:03 PM



NOVEMBER 27, 2017   CUSTOM CONTENT – LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL   41   

PATRICK SOON-SHIONG INNOVATION AWARDS 2017

321

13

14 15

4

5 6

8

11

7

10

1 Platinum Sponsors Chivee Kong, 
London Detrick and Anthony 
Mohamed (JAKKS Pacific)

2 Silver Sponsors Rafia Cooper and 
Mayor Jeffery Cooper (City of Culver 
City)

3 Nominees Sean Browne and Shana 
Adams (ATOMS Movie, LLC)

4 Silver Sponsors Michael McCue, 
Art Hasan, Anne Wang, and Lauren 
Schneider (Lewis Roca Rothgerber 
Christie LLP)

5 Guest Michael Ferrera (MFCC)

6 Gold Sponsor John Forry (CBIZ & 
MHM)

7 Honorees Noah Harris, Cooper 
Harris, and Xavier Monks-Corrigan 
(Klickly)

8 Gold Sponsor Grady McConnel 
(Intrepid)

9 Silver Sponsors Todd Tipton, Elaine 
Gerety-Warner, Jesse Mays, Shelly 
Wolfberg (City of Culver City) 

10 Diamond Sponsors Dr. Patrick 
Soon-Shiong and Michele B. Chan 
(NantWorks)

11 Diamond Sponsors Rich Adcock 
and Melanie Adcock (NantWorks)

12 Silver Sponsors Mayor Suzanne 
Fuentes and Barbara Voss (City of El 
Segundo)

13 Diamond Sponsors Dr. John Lee 
and Kim Lee (NantWorks)

14 Platinum Sponsor Stephen Berman 
(JAKKS Pacific) 

15 Gold Sponsor Andreea Popa 
(Intrepid)

AT THE EVENT

9

12
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PATRICK SOON-SHIONG INNOVATION AWARDS 2017

Nominees
24Hr HomeCare

Agent, Inc.

Annenberg Foundation - Alchemy Tech

Artkive

ATOMS Movie, LLC

Belkin International, Inc.

BenjiLock, LLC

BioMarin Pharmaceutical Inc.

CareMore

Chanje

codeSpark

Coding Autism

Conduent Incorporated

Creation Nation

Cylance Inc.

Earny Inc.

Elevate My Brand, Inc.

Emagispace

Enplug

EZER Inc.

FabFitFun

FloQast

Heal

Heartbeat

Herbalife Nutrition

Hixme

IN GOOD CO

JOANY

Josh.ai

LA Promise Fund

Miso Robotics

Moving Analytics, Inc.

NEXT Trucking

Paranotek, LLC

ParkParkGoose

Percussa

Produce Pay, Inc.

Reeelit

Relobase

See Jane Go, Inc.

Sellution

Skurt Inc.

Solaborate LLC

STAR IT Consulting

Stasis Labs

Stop, Breathe & Think, PBC

Stripe

Survios

The Goldhirsh Foundation

TravGanic

UCLA Smart Grid Energy Research Center

URB-E

Vault Brokerage

Vertebrae, Inc.

Virtualitics, Inc.

Wambi, LLC

Workpop Inc.

X-naut

Zwift, Inc.
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