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T
he right investment banker does more than provide an infusion of cash for your business. he or she – 
and the institution they represent – can genuinely prepare your organization (with the right resources, capital 
and guidance) for the next level of growth and beyond.

There are some truly outstanding professionals making up the Los Angeles investment banking landscape.  
We’ve listed some of the best here, along with some basic information about their careers, practice and some relevant 
recent projects they’ve been involved with.

Congratulations to the trailblazing professionals who made this list and thank you for your contributions to the local 
business community’s success.
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We are proud to serve as exclusive 
financial advisor to NGE, the world’s 

leading independent producer of 
Esports content. This ground-breaking 

transaction brings together an 
unparalleled team of executives and 
investors, creating a unique platform 

to seto serve the fastest growing 
sports and entertainment industry.  

Redefining the World of Esports

creomontminy.com
12100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 150, Los Angeles, CA 90025
310.230.8600

Mergers & Acquisitions | Capital Markets
Restructuring & Special Situations | Strategic Advisory

Member FINRA/SIPC

L
egendary investment banker Felix Rohatyn once wrote:

“Investment banking is not a business; it is a personal service where bankers work hand in hand 

with their clients. And it is a service that must not simply be about making bigger and bigger deals that 

reap rewards for only a small group of executives. It should aim to create new partnerships that result in 

stronger, more innovative companies able to provide new jobs and better services.”

That, in a nutshell, is what describes great investment bankers. They are collaborators, innovators and 

leaders of industry.

There are some particularly stellar investment banking professionals in the L.A. region, and we’ve 

alphabetically listed some of the best here, along with some basic information about their careers, practices and 

some relevant recent accomplishments.

Congratulations to the superb investment thought leaders who made this list and thank you for your 

contributions to our regional business landscape.

Best regards, 

Anna Magzanyan

Publisher & CEO

Letter from the Publisher

MOST INFLUENTIAL INVESTMENT BANKERS
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Congratulations to 
Paul Weisbrich of  
D.A. Davidson on
being named as
one of Los Angeles’
top investment
bankers.
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JEFFREY AHLHOLM
Managing Director

AGRA Capital Advisors
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Healthcare, Energy, Software

J eff Ahlholm is the co-founding partner of 
AGRA Capital Advisors, a boutique mid-
dle-market investment banking advisory 

group. As the primary transactional banker, 
Ahlholm will have closed over $1 billion in 
transactions over the last four years, primarily 
in health care and technology, and ranging 
in size from $15 million to $100 million.  
AGRA is co-advising on several transactions 
in the $200 million to $500 million+ range 
for large healthcare clients. Ahlholm began 
his career in corporate finance as a financial 
analyst and associate at Smith Barney.

For the past 12 months, Ahlholm and his 
team guided their clients, who are veteran 
healthcare facility operators born and raised 
in Los Angeles, through the acquisition and 
financing of a troubled Downtown LA hospi-
tal. As a result, Ahlholm has become the go 
to investment banker for hospital acquisitions 
and refinances in this region.  He is currently 
in process on several large California-based 
hospital transactions.

CHRIS BANDOUVERIS
Principal

CenterPoint M&A Advisors
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: M&A Transactions 

for Consumer Products, Industrial and Business Services

C hris Bandouveris has advised business 
buyers and sellers in smaller middle-mar-
ket merger and acquisition transactions 

since 1992.  His sole focus has been helping 
smaller middle-market entrepreneurs.  Ban-
douveris has completed 137 M&A trans-
actions in 35 states around the U.S. and 
Canada. Prior to co-founding CenterPoint in 
2003, Bandouveris was president of a smaller 
middle-market investment bank, where he 
managed M&A transactions for over 10 years.  
He assisted one buy-side client in completing 
41 acquisitions throughout the U.S.

Bandouveris received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Georgetown University in Wash-
ington, D.C., graduating Magna Cum Laude 
He was awarded the Commerce Associates 
Fellowship from the University of Southern 
California where he received his MBA, 
majoring in finance.  He is registered with 
FINRA as a General Securities Principal and 
holds Series 7, 24, 63 and 79 licenses.

SCOTT BEREJIKIAN
Principal

CenterPoint M&A Advisors
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: M&A Transactions 
for Industrial Manufacturing and Business Services

S cott Berejikian is a founding principal 
of CenterPoint M&A Advisors, a niche 
M&A firm serving smaller middle-mar-

ket entrepreneurs.   He has been advising 
middle-market business owners in merger 
and acquisition transactions as well as private 
placements of debt and equity since 1998.  
Prior to co-founding CenterPoint in 2003, he 
was vice president of a middle-market South-
ern California investment bank. 

Berejikian also spent eight years in oper-
ations and business development for the 
hazardous waste disposal division of Waste 
Management, Inc.  He received his Bachelor’s 
degree in Aquatic Biology from the Universi-
ty of California at Santa Barbara, and earned 
an MBA in Corporate Finance from the 
University of Southern California.  Berejikian 
is registered with FINRA as a General Securi-
ties Principal holding Series 7, 24, 63 and 79 
licenses and is licensed as a California Real 
Estate Broker.

DAVID BONROUHI
Managing Director
Calabasas Capital

SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Lower Mid-Market, 
Food/Restaurants, Business Services, Software, Industrial

D avid Bonrouhi is co-founder and manag-
ing director of Calabasas Capital, a bou-
tique investment banking firm providing 

M&A advisory and capital raising services 
to lower mid-market companies ($10 - $100 
million in revenues).  Bonrouhi has 25 years 
of experience in investment banking and 
private equity. He started his career as a CPA 
with PriceWaterhouse in New York where he 
transitioned into investment banking with 
Merrill Lynch. 

Clients appreciate Bonrouhi’s honesty, 
persistence and his tenacity, which lead to 
successful outcomes and allow his business 
owner clients to achieve their liquidity objec-
tives.  His unique experience in private equity 
for UnionBanCal Equities allows him to view 
a seller’s business from the buyer’s perspec-
tive and thereby maximize the valuation for 
his seller clients.  Recent sale transactions 
include the sales of Bob’s Big Boy Salad Dress-
ings and Modul Marble.

KEVIN T. BURKE
Founder and Managing Partner

Trinity Capital LLC
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Restaurant, Franchise, 

Food & Beverage, Agriculture

K evin Burke is the founder and managing 
partner of Trinity Capital, a Los Ange-
les based investment banking boutique 

established in July of 2000.  Prior to founding 
Trinity, Burke was executive vice president of 
Franchise Mortgage Acceptance Company 
where he was instrumental in developing and 
broadening the $12 billion national franchise 
loan securitization market on Wall Street.

Burke’s primary roles at Trinity Capital 
are driving strategy, leading a team of approx-
imately 20 finance professionals and support 
staff and maintaining a hands-on role by man-
aging his own clients. The majority of Trinity 
Capital’s business is serving restaurants and 
related sectors such as food production and 
agriculture. Under his leadership, the firm has 
completed more than $20 billion in mergers 
and acquisitions, financial restructurings and 
financing transactions since 2000, and Burke 
has personally presided over $10 billion in 
restaurant industry M&A and another $5 bil-
lion in financing over the past 25 years.

JOHN CALCAGNINI
Managing Director, Head of Health Care  

Investment Banking 
Stout

SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Healthcare

John Calcagnini is managing director and 
head of Stout’s Healthcare Investment 
Banking practice. He has extensive expe-

rience with advising healthcare service, 
medical device and life science companies on 
mergers, acquisitions, divestitures, joint ven-
tures, restructurings, leveraged buyouts, recap-
italizations, and equity and debt financings.

Calcagnini has successfully executed 
more than 45 transactions in the healthcare 
industry and had a very strong performance in 
fiscal 2019 (ends September) having advised 
Retina Vitreous Associates, Inc. on its sale to 
CVP (CEI Vision Partners/Revelstoke Cap-
ital Partners), medical device manufacturer 
Cefaly Technology on its sale to DW Health-
care Partners, and Premier Health Care Man-
agement, Inc. on the sale of five skilled nurs-
ing facilities and one assisted living facility to 
Optalis Healthcare, Inc.  He also advised on 
other transactions, including LA based Onco-
telic’s merger with Mateon Therapeutics. 

NICOLE FRY
Managing Director

Cascadia
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Beverage

Nicole Fry is a managing director in Casca-
dia’s Consumer & Retail group, focused 
on supporting Cascadia’s beverage and 

consumer & retail clients. Fry was previously 
a managing director at First Beverage Finan-
cial, which merged with Cascadia in March 
of last year. Fry has over 20 years of invest-
ment banking and corporate development 
experience and has an extensive background 
providing financial advisory services to mid-
dle market companies, including mergers and 
acquisition transactions, debt and equity capi-
tal raising, valuations and restructurings.

In recent years, Fry has been particularly 
active in the beverage segment, advising LMR 
Wine Estates in its senior debt financing, 
Avery Brewing in its investment from Mahou 
San Miguel, Four Peaks Brewing Company 
in its sale to Anheuser-Busch InBev, Saint 
Archer Brewing and Revolver Brewing in 
their respective sales to MillerCoors/Tenth 
and Blake, and non-alcohol brands Steaz and 
C20 Pure Coconut Water in their respective 
sales to Novamex.

MICHAEL GARCIA
Managing Director

Intrepid Investment Bankers
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Disruptive Brands,  

Beauty and Personal Care

Mike Garcia is managing director at 
Intrepid Investment Bankers and 
focuses on beauty, personal care, well-

ness products and disruptive, high growth 
consumer brands.  Garcia regularly advises 
middle market entrepreneurs on strategic 
alternatives, including transactions with pri-
vate equity groups, strategic sales, debt raises, 
and other strategic priorities. He is instru-
mental in developing long term relationships 
ahead of any such transactions by providing 
guidance, insight, hosting events, and acting 
as a sounding board. Prior to joining Intrepid, 
Garcia advised clients in various industries at 
Deloitte and Morgan Stanley.

Garcia’s recent experience includes serv-
ing as financial advisor to Truly Organics 
on its growth equity financing with private 
investors.  He also served as buyside advisor 
on Anthony’s Goods, acquired by Associated 
British Foods; and as financial advisor on 
growth capital financing by Strand Equity to 
Youth to the People. 

MOST INFLUENTIAL INVESTMENT BANKERS
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FocalPoint celebrates Nishen Radia, Duane Stullich and Rajesh Sood, who were named among 
LABJ’s “Most Influential Investment Bankers” in 2019.
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SCOTT GEFTMAN
Vice President

The Sage Group
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Branded Consumer - 
Beauty & Personal Care, Apparel, Accessories, Retail

S cott Geftman is a vice president at The 
Sage Group. Since joining the firm in 
2012, Geftman has developed an exper-

tise in executing M&A transactions in the 
premium branded consumer and retail sectors, 
with a focus on beauty and personal care, 
apparel, accessories, and retail.

During the past couple of years, Geftman 
has played a leading role in the execution of 
numerous landmark transactions. Former cli-
ents with whom Geftman has worked closely 
include: ORIBE Hair Care in its sale KAO; 
Jane Iredale in its sale to San Francisco Equity 
Partners; TOMS Shoes in its partnership 
transaction with Bain Capital; and, J.Mc-
Laughlin in its sale to Brentwood Associates. 
At Sage, Geftman is an effective mentor 
and teacher to junior bankers. He received 
a Bachelor of Science in Economics with a 
concentration in finance from The Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania.

FRANK GRANT
Managing Director
Solganick & Co.

SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Digital Media, 
Internet, Software, IT Services

F rank Grant is a managing director with 
Solganick & Co. where he leads M&A 
transactions from start to finish. He goes 

above and beyond for his clients and has been 
successful in originating and managing a wide 
range of M&A transactions.

Grant was previously a senior attorney 
and partner with Stradling Yocca Carlson & 
Rauth in Los Angeles, a leading business law 
firm, representing entrepreneurs, emerging 
growth companies, venture capital firms, and 
investors. He focused his practice on assist-
ing clients in completing M&A and capital 
raising transactions. He was previously senior 
counsel at Perkins Coie in Los Angeles where 
he worked on several venture-backed financ-
ings and M&A transactions. Prior, he was 
an associate counsel at Gunderson Dettmer 
in Palo Alto and worked in corporate devel-
opment for Nortel Networks in Dallas, TX. 
He is also currently an investment partner at 
Interstate Venture Capital, investing in ear-
ly-stage technology companies.

LLOYD GREIF
President & CEO

Greif & Co.
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Mergers & Acquisitions 
in Consumer Products & E-Commerce, Food & Beverage, 

Industrial Manufacturing & Distribution, Technology, 
Healthcare, Aerospace/Defense and Entertainment & Media

L loyd Greif is a consummate dealmaker. 
Widely considered the dean of M&A 
deal-making in Los Angeles, Greif has 

engineered transactions ranging in size from 
$25 million to $1.5 billion (Patron Tequila) 
and $1.7 billion (C.R. Laurence Co.) over an 
illustrious career spanning from 1981 to 2019 
— and counting!  

Greif is resolutely focused on representing 
entrepreneurs where he routinely plays the 
role of equalizer, putting his sellside clients, 
most of whom have never sold a company 
before, on equal footing and an even playing 
field with savvy professional acquirers — stra-
tegic buyers and private equity firms who pur-
chase multiple companies a year. Greif enjoys 
a hard-earned reputation as being tough, but 
fair and is known for being able to see both 
the forest and the trees, a rare trait that means 
he has a firm grasp of both the strategy and 
the tactics, the big picture and the details.

BRIAN HANNAN
Managing Director / Co-Founder

AGRA Capital Advisors
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Patent Finance, Healthcare, 

Energy, Internet, Tech

I n 2008, Brian Hannan co-founded the 
investment banking firm, AGRA Capital 
Advisors. Hannan has serviced small and 

middle market clients, on a wide range of cor-
porate finance transactions, including mergers 
& acquisitions, divestitures, institutional 
debt, private equity investments, mezzanine 
financings and public company offerings.  He 
has been involved on the forefront of Patent 
lending since 2010. He has considerable expe-
rience in a number of industries, specifically 
the entire range of health care, technology, 
energy, digital media and intellectual property 
- IP Patent financing.   

Hannan is a unique individual that has 
an uncanny ability to recognize new business 
opportunities long before they emerge into 
the collective awareness. He created one of 
the first online trading platforms in foreign 
exchange trading in the 1990s and was the 
first licensed Forex broker in the United 
States leading regulations in the Forex spot 
industry. 

MOST INFLUENTIAL INVESTMENT BANKERS
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JOHN JOLIET
Co-Founder & Partner

American Discovery Capital
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: M&A, Capital Raising, 

Restructuring for Growth Companies

A fter over 20 years of investment banking 
for some of Wall Street’s most prominent 
firms, John Joliet co-founded LA-based 

merchant banking firm American Discovery 
Capital (ADC) in 2016 to provide M&A, 
capital raising and restructuring advice to 
leading publicly-traded and privately-held 
growth companies, Boards of Directors, entre-
preneurs and family-owned businesses.  As a 
true merchant bank, ADC also has raised a 
$60 million private equity fund to invest its 
own capital to alongside its client’s growth 
initiatives, or in other promising growth 
opportunities.

Among Joliet’s most notable recent 
transactions was advising on the sale of Bur-
bank-based ESOP Entertainment Partners, 
the leading global end-to-end provider of 
workforce management and automated pro-
duction software to the entertainment indus-
try, to Texas Pacific Group (TPG), one of the 
largest private equity firms in the world. 

ANDREW KLINE
Founder and Managing Director

Park Lane
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Sports Industry

A former NFL athlete turned investment 
banker, Andrew Kline brings a unique 
approach to sports business. He is a relent-

less leader, creative dealmaker, trusted advisor, 
and entrepreneurial thinker. Kline has led 
Park Lane’s formation and growth over nearly 
15 years, building the company from a small 
firm doing several deals a year to a respected 
sports industry brand across teams, leagues, 
and sports-based companies. 

Kline has crafted a deep network within 
the space and leveraged that to working on 
some of the top sports M&A mandates and 
capital raises. In the last 12 months alone, 
his accomplishments have included securing 
sell-side mandates from two Major League 
Baseball team owners to divest sports assets; 
helping flagship e-sports client, Super League 
Gaming, to go public on the NASDAQ; and 
advising on sale of the Tampa Bay Rowdies 
(USL) to Tampa Bay Rays (MLB).

BRIAN LITTLE
Managing Director
Duff & Phelps

SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Consumer, Apparel

B rian Little is a managing director in the 
Consumer M&A advisory practice for 
Duff & Phelps and is based in the Los 

Angeles office. Little leads the firm’s consum-
er efforts on the West Coast in addition to 
heading up its global apparel practice. Little 
has over 18 years of experience advising 
middle-market clients on mergers and acqui-
sitions and private placements of debt and 
equity. Over the past decade he has closed 
over 35 transactions with total related trans-
action value in excess of $2.5 billion. 

Among Little’s most recent deals was his 
work advising For Love & Lemons (women’s 
ready-to-wear apparel and lingerie) on its 
partnership with Victoria’s Secret. He also 
advised on the acquisition of Journelle (retail-
er of lingerie and sleepwear) by an ownership 
group including principals of Cosabella; and 
advised Form Factory (leading formulations 
and R&D for the cannabis sector) to Acreage 
Holdings.

JOEL MONTMINY
President & CEO

Creo | Montminy & Co.
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: M&A, 

Capital Markets, Strategic Advisory

J oel Montminy is the founder, president 
and CEO of CREO | Montminy & Co., 
an L.A.-based investment bank with 

24 professionals in Los Angeles, New York, 
Seattle and Phoenix.  For over two decades, 
Montminy has been a driving force in mid-
dle market mergers & acquisitions, having 
originated, led and closed nearly $6 billion of 
middle market transaction volume, including 
over $1 billion in cross-border transactions.   

Montminy launched his firm in 2009 and 
today, CM&Co. has become well-known 
for providing highly customized corporate 
finance solutions to niche industry leaders. 
Montminy leads all aspects of CM&Co., and 
spearheads key client assignments across the 
globe, including domestic and international 
mergers and acquisitions.  In the last year, he 
has expanded the firm’s capabilities with the 
addition of industry specialist managing direc-
tors in Los Angeles and New York. Montminy 
has led many landmark local transactions.

CHRISTOPHER PARK
Managing Director, Head of Software & Services

Intrepid Investment Bankers
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Software & Services

C hristopher Park joined Intrepid as a man-
aging director in June of 2016 to establish 
and lead the firm’s technology group. As 

Head of the Software & Services practice, 
he has successfully grown the group into a 
significant player in technology. Since joining 
Intrepid, he has played an instrumental role 
in competing effectively against well-estab-
lished investment banking competitors, fur-
ther driving Intrepid’s brand in the software 
and tech-enabled services sectors. 

Park has more than 20 years of combined 
technology and investment banking experi-
ence.  His recent notable transactions include 
the sale of GraphPad to Insight Venture Part-
ners; the sale of Experlogix to Featheringill 
Capital; and, the majority recapitalization 
of Datassential to Spectrum Equity. Park has 
been highly regarded by clients and buyers for 
his high-quality execution, industry knowl-
edge, and tenacious commitment to deliver 
premium results. Park will continue in his 
leadership role to expand coverage across 
technology industries.

BRUCE POMPAN
CEO & Managing Director
Clear Capital Advisors

SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Business Services, 
Communications, Technology, Digital Media, Entertainment, 

and Healthcare Services

B ruce Pompan is an experienced invest-
ment banker with over 25 years in the 
Los Angeles market providing sell-side 

and buy-side mergers and acquisitions, advi-
sory services, arranging private placements 
and structuring recapitalizations for middle 
market companies. He has a broad range of 
industry expertise, particularly in business 
services, communications, technology, dig-
ital media, entertainment, and healthcare 
services. 

 In 2009, after 15 years of advising and 
leading his previous firm’s middle market 
mergers & acquisition practice and a prolific 
originator of new business, Pompan founded 
Clear Capital Advisors. He has built his 
practice with an emphasis on providing 
independent and unbiased representation 
for his clients, whom are typically founders 
and entrepreneurs of fast growing lower 
middle market companies. 

NISHEN RADIA
Co-Founder & Managing Partner

FocalPoint Partners, LLC
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Corporate Finance,  
Mergers & Acquisitions, Strategic Advisory, Valuations

N ishen Radia is managing partner and 
co-founding principal of FocalPoint Part-
ners, a leading investment bank head-

quartered in Los Angeles, with branch offices 
in Chicago, New York, and Shanghai.  Radia 
heads the firm’s mergers and acquisitions prac-
tice. Since its inception in 2002, FocalPoint 
has grown to become one of the larger mid-
dle-market investment banks in the country, 
with approximately 50 professionals who 
deliver a diversified suite of advisory services 
to clients, including mergers and acquisitions, 
debt placements, and financial restructurings. 

Radia has over 23 years of experience 
advising middle market companies and private 
equity groups on M&A transactions.  From a 
sector perspective, Radia has a focus on busi-
ness services, consumer (beauty and apparel) 
and healthcare. Recent transactions he has 
worked on include the sale of Audax portfolio 
company, Coolsys to Ares Capital, the invest-
ment by Lion Capital into Hatch Beauty, and 
the sale of SMP Pharmacy to Galen Investors. 

MOST INFLUENTIAL INVESTMENT BANKERS

DAVID IANNINI
President

William & Henry Associates
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Private Company Sales 

and Capital Raising

D avid Iannini has over 30 years of invest-
ment banking and financial experience. 
He has held senior positions at Salomon 

Brothers, Schroder Wertheim, Barrington 
Associates, a division of Wells Fargo Securi-
ties and Greif & Co. During his career, Ianni-
ni has executed over 200 transactions for large 
capitalization public companies such as Avon 
Products, Xerox, Eastman Kodak, Toys R Us, 
Hilton Hotels and Textron and many others.

For the past 15 years, Iannini has brought 
to the private middle-market business owner 
his significant experience gained in executing 
multi-billion dollar transactions for Fortune 
1000 companies. In particular, he has helped 
many private business owners successfully 
navigate the significant financial due dili-
gence requirements needed to complete a 
transaction. Recently, Iannini has success-
fully competed the sales of Lunada Bay Tile, 
Amtex Distribution, Murrine Mosaics and 
Accents in Tile. 
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American Discovery Capital LLC would like to congratulate our colleagues
Brian Webber and John Joliet

for being recognized by the Los Angeles Business Journal as
Influential Investment Bankers in Los Angeles—2019!

American Discovery Capital
11150 Santa Monica Blvd, Suite 1425

Los Angeles, CA 90024
310.481.8700

www.AmericanDiscoveryCapital.com

American Discovery Capital LLC is an independent merchant banking firm which provides
M&A Advisory Services to leading middle‐market and family‐owned businesses through its
affiliated broker‐dealer, American Discovery Advisors LLC, as well as principal investments
through its growth equity fund, American Discovery Fund LP.

American Discovery Advisors LLC is a member of FINRA/SIPC.
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GEORGE SWAIN
Founder/CEO

GeorgeSwain Investments
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Tech, Media, Infrastructure

G eorge Swain is the founder and CEO of 
GeorgeSwain Investments. GSI is an 
independent global investment bank that 

assists small and middle-market companies 
in completing special situation transactions. 
Swain oversees all investments, investor rela-
tions, and operations at GSI. He is a seasoned 
investment banker with more than 26 years 
of experience and has advised on more than 
$1.2 billion of transactions. 

Throughout his career, Swain has lever-
aged his deep industry knowledge to take a 
strategic approach to deal making rather than 
chase transactions. The best compliment 
people say is that he is a visionary strategist. 
He has a broad range of experience in mergers 
and acquisitions, debt and equity financing 
and strategic partnerships. Early in his career 
he served as executive vice president at 
American Savings Bank, (ASB) NY. From 
ASB he progressed to the private investment 
banking arena providing corporate and insti-
tutional clients with strategic and financial 
advisory services.

MOST INFLUENTIAL INVESTMENT BANKERS

DUANE STULLICH
Co-Founder & Managing Partner

FocalPoint Partners, LLC
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Corporate Finance, Mergers 

& Acquisitions, Special Situations & Strategic Advisory

D uane Stullich is co-founder and a manag-
ing partner of FocalPoint Partners, a lead-
ing international boutique investment 

banking firm headquartered in Los Angeles. 
Since its inception in 2002, FocalPoint has 
grown to become one of the larger middle 
market investment banks in the country. 

Stullich spearheaded FocalPoint’s inter-
national expansion, resulting in the opening 
of the firm’s first international office in 
Shanghai earlier this year.  The Asia presence 
compliments the firm’s domestic network 
of offices in Los Angeles, Chicago and New 
York. Stullich has approximately 25 years of 
experience advising owners and stakeholders 
of middle-market companies. He has recently 
been active helping high growth companies 
raise capital to expand and provide for share-
holder liquidity.  Additionally, he has been 
advising troubled companies develop and 
execute a financial plan to reinvigorate their 
operations.

RAJESH SOOD
Managing Partner

FocalPoint Partners, LLC
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Capital Markets, 

Corporate Finance, Strategic Advisory

R ajesh Sood is managing partner and one 
of the founders of FocalPoint Partners, a 
leading investment bank headquartered 

in Los Angeles, with branch offices in Chi-
cago, New York, and Shanghai, and affiliate 
partner offices around the world. Since its 
inception in 2002, FocalPoint has grown to 
where it is today: approximately 50 profes-
sionals who offer a diversified suite of advisory 
services. To date, the firm has more than $10 
billion in closed transaction value.

Sood has approximately 27 years of invest-
ment banking experience advising entrepre-
neurs, private equity firms, and stakeholders 
of middle-market companies on mergers and 
acquisitions, debt and equity recapitalizations, 
and financial restructurings. Sood leads the 
Capital Markets practice at FocalPoint and 
has served as the lead advisor on transactions 
in a wide variety of industries including indus-
trials, restaurants, and location-based enter-
tainment, personal care, and healthcare.

AARON SOLGANICK
Chief Executive Officer

Solganick & Co.
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Technology

A aron Solganick is a smart and hard-work-
ing investment banker and performs 
above and beyond the expectations of his 

clients. He founded Solganick & Co. in 2009 
to exclusively focus on software, technology, 
and digital media companies. Aaron is a pos-
itive, outgoing, and ambitious individual that 
attracts high achieving people to his firm. 

Solganick has previously held leading 
investment banking positions at many 
prominent firms including KPMG Corporate 
Finance, Bear Stearns, and B. Riley FBR, 
among others. He has advised on over 90+ 
transactions totaling approximately $8.6 
billion of value including M&A, private equi-
ty, IPOs, and secondary offerings of several 
top global software, technology, and digital 
media firms. Today, Solganick & Co. is a top-
ranked and award-winning, middle-market 
investment banking and M&A advisory firm 
serving the software, technology, and digital 
media sectors globally.



34   LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL – CUSTOM CONTENT       OCTOBER 21, 2019

Stout 
Congratulates
John Calcagnini

Recognized as one of
LABJ’s 2019 Influential 
Investment Bankers

SELL SIDE ADVISOR SELL SIDE ADVISOR SELL SIDE ADVISOR

Joint Venture of five skilled 
nursing and one assisted living 
facilities have been acquired by

has been acquired by has been acquired by

RECENT HEALTHCARE TRANSACTIONS

stout.com

Investment Banking

Valuation Advisory

Dispute Consulting

Management Consulting

Stout is a trade name for Stout Risius Ross, LLC, Stout Advisors SA, Stout Bluepeak Asia Ltd., Stout GmbH, MB e Associati S.r.l., and 
Stout Risius Ross Advisors, LLC, a FINRA-registered broker-dealer and SIPC member firm. The terms “Stout” or the “firm” refers to one 
or more of these legally separate and independent advisory practices. Please see www.stout.com/about to learn more.

MANAGING DIRECTOR
HEALTHCARE SERVICES & LIFE SCIENCES

JCALCAGNINI@STOUT.COM
+1.310.598.3857

We’ve been invested in Southern California 
since the day we were founded.
If you’re ready to partner with a bank that understands the 
business climate of Southern California, we’re ready to meet you.

MOST INFLUENTIAL INVESTMENT BANKERS

JONATHAN ZUCKER
Managing Director; Head of Capital Markets

Intrepid Investment Bankers
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Consumer Products & 

Services, Industrials, Business Services, Technology & Digital 
Media, Healthcare

J onathan Zucker is a managing director 
and head of the Capital Markets Group at 
Intrepid Investment Bankers. He joined 

Intrepid in May of 2014 to establish and 
lead Intrepid’s Capital Markets Group. With 
Intrepid, Zucker has advised on debt and 
equity capital raises for many founder-owned 
and private equity-backed businesses, across 
diverse industries, including consumer prod-
ucts, digital media, software, industrials, and 
business services. 

Since forming the Capital Markets Group, 
Zucker has been able to bring clients in to 
Intrepid earlier in their life cycle and generate 
repeat business for the firm as these clients 
grow. With Intrepid now part of MUFG 
Union Bank platform, Zucker continues to be 
a leader at the firm as he assists in supporting 
the collaboration with Union’s team to advise 
existing clients in their strategic transactions 
and attract new clients. 

PAUL WEISBRICH
Managing Director

D.A. Davidson & Co.
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: Aerospace & Defense

P aul Weisbrich is a managing director in 
the Diversified Industrials Investment 
Banking Group at D.A. Davidson & 

Co., where he leads the firm’s aerospace and 
defense efforts. Weisbrich possesses over three 
decades of investment banking and corporate 
finance experience on behalf of middle mar-
ket and public companies, with a particular 
emphasis on cross-border transactions. Weis-
brich has advised more than 350 companies 
and led the closing of over $6 billion in 
transactions spanning five continents. His 
successfully completed transactions include 25 
percent of cross-border transactions. 

Weisbrich’s extensive activity within the 
aerospace and defense industry extends inter-
nationally, with yearly organization and atten-
dance of events surrounding such conferences 
as the Aircraft Interiors Expo in Hamburg, 
Germany, the Paris Airshow and the Farnbor-
ough Airshow. In the last 12 months alone, 
Weisbrich has successfully closed four transac-
tions in the aerospace and defense sector.

BRIAN WEBBER
Co-Founder & Partner

American Discovery Capital
SPECIALTY OR INDUSTRY FOCUS: M&A, Capital Raising, 

Restructuring for Growth Companies

A fter 25 years of investment banking 
for some of Wall Street’s most promi-
nent firms, Brian Webber co-founded 

LA-based merchant banking firm American 
Discovery Capital (ADC) in 2016 to provide 
M&A, capital raising and restructuring advice 
to leading publicly-traded and privately-held 
growth companies, Boards of Directors, entre-
preneurs and family-owned businesses.  As a 
true merchant bank, ADC also has raised a 
$60 million private equity fund to invest its 
own capital to alongside its client’s growth 
initiatives, or in other promising growth 
opportunities.

Since its founding, ADC is among the 
most active advisers to leading companies in 
Los Angeles County.  Among Webber’s most 
notable recent transactions was advising on 
the sale of Burbank-based ESOP Entertain-
ment Partners, the leading global end-to-end 
provider of workforce management and auto-
mated production software to the entertain-
ment industry, to Texas Pacific Group.
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