
c u s t o m  c o n t e n t

E arlier this year, the Events Industry Council released six 
new supplier standards for sustainable events for public 
commentary. Major changes have been made to increase 

their ease of use, strengthen social responsibility consider-
ations and recognize innovation and exemplary performance. 
These standards will replace the APEX/ASTM Environmen-
tally Sustainable Meeting Standards.

More than 100 of the industry’s leading practitioners 
contributed to the development of the new standards, which 
have been purposefully designed to increase sustainable 
practices across the events industry. The public commentary 
phase is an important milestone in launching standards that 
can be implemented around the world.

“Throughout the process of revising the standards, we 

focused on making them globally relevant. In addition to 
having volunteers from 15 different countries participating 
in the revisions, we designed the requirements to focus 
on environmental and social outcomes, rather than coun-
try-specific regulations and programs. Most importantly, they 
have been streamlined with clear compliance levels that are 
actionable and trackable,” said Mariela McIlwraith, CMP, 
Director of Industry Advancement for the Events Industry 
Council.

Current categories include accommodations, audio visual 
and production, destinations, exhibitions, food and beverage 
and venues. A new event organizer standard is also being 
developed.

Chance Thompson, Chair of the Events Industry Council 

Sustainable Events Standards Committee, adds, “We are 
thrilled to share the first phase of industry comment for the 
new Events Industry Council Sustainable Event Standards. 
We encourage everyone in the industry to jump in with 
thoughts, comments and questions. The ultimate goal is for 
our industry to use these standards to make events more sus-
tainable, which will help build a better future.”

The Events Industry Council’s more than 30 member organiza-
tions represent over 103,500 individuals and 19,500 firms and 
properties involved in the events industry. The Events Industry 
Council’s vision is to be the global champion for event profes-
sionals and event industry excellence. Learn more online at 
eventscouncil.org.

Events Industry Incorporates Sustainable Standards
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A llow JW Marriott Los Angeles L.A. LIVE 
to set a new standard for luxury. Showcas-
ing unbeatable placement in the heart of 

downtown, only steps away from the excitement 
of L.A. LIVE, the Convention Center, Xbox 
Plaza and STAPLES Center, the hotel is ideally 
suited for both business and leisure travelers to 
Los Angeles. 

Those seeking a remarkable destination 
for a business or social event in downtown Los 

Angeles can take 
advantage of 
135,000 square 
feet of versatile, 
contemporary 

venue space, as well as knowledgeable planning 
and catering teams.

MEET IN HIGH STYLE
Meeting space at this 54-story hotel is ideal 

for setting the scene, featuring a glass-enclosed 
boardroom and an open foyer that floods meet-
ing areas with natural light.

Choose from state-of-the-art spaces that can 
be configured for any size group:

• Over 100,000 square feet of total meeting 
space

• Three premier ballrooms, including the 
Diamond Ballroom with over 25,086 
square feet and seating capacity for more 
than 3,500 guests

• 38 meeting rooms in Los Angeles
• 35 breakout meeting rooms
• 14,000 square feet of ancillary meeting 

rooms, including a glass-enclosed board-
room

• Expansive foyer with natural light 
throughout meeting spaces

• State-of-the-art audiovisual and telecon-
ferencing equipment, with on-site experts

• Full-service business center
• High-speed Internet access with zone 

coverage throughout every guest room, 
meeting room and public area-the largest 
bandwidth capability of any Los Angeles 
area hotel

• Technology network infrastructure inte-
grated with the entire L.A. LIVE campus 
for limitless possibilities and configurations

• Expert meeting planners and onsite staff
• Dedicated meeting concierge
• Full-service, dedicated shipping and 

receiving capabilities

For more information, visit jwlalive.com.

Setting a New Standard for Luxury

COFFEE AND Connections 
All the glory and glamour of old Hollywood lives 
on at Millennium Biltmore Los Angeles, a 1923 
iconic hotel that has hosted 8 Oscars, celebrities 
and presidents.  

Hold your next meeting at Millennium Biltmore 
and we’ll have the coffee brewing to set you up 
for success. 

To learn more and to plan your next meeting, 
contact us now and mention promo code      
COFFEEC2019. All-day Meeting package and 
2019 Holiday Banquet menu are also available. 

Take our brand new 360 virtual tour: 

 

506 South Grand Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 USA 

Sales / Catering: +1 213.624.1011 

Biltmore.us@millenniumhotels.com 

LOCATION
SPOTLIGHT
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HIT THE TRIFECTA OF EVENT VENUES AT 
SANTA ANITA PARK

Spectacular Spaces  |  Delicious Dining  |  Stunning Setting
Endless possibilities for your special event from casual to elegant, small groups to large, traditional to creative, 

Santa Anita’s sales team can package whatever you dream up to make your event the most incredible experience ever.  
Contact a representative today.

             285 W. Huntington Drive, Arcadia, CA  |  626.574.6400  |  santaanita.com
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H ost your LA event and 
entertain your guests at The 
L.A. Grand Hotel Downtown 

with 25,000 square feet of beauti-
fully appointed meeting space to 
choose from – all located on the 
second floor of the hotel. 

The layout of the L.A. Grand 
Hotel’s rooms allows for different 
events to take place simultaneous-
ly, so whether you would like to 
reserve a small corporate gathering, 
or larger meetings/receptions with 

many 
guests, 
L.A. 
Grand 
Hotel 
is able 

to accommodate your party/meeting 
with privacy and luxury. To top 
it off, you’ll enjoy the local touch 
and legendary service of the hotel’s 
staff.  The hotel’s two ballrooms can 
accommodate up to 400 seated in 
classroom style, and it has 10 break-
out rooms ranging from 380 square 
feet. to 1,100 square feet. The L.A. 
Grand Hotel offers ample natural 
light in the 10,000 square-foot foyer 
with its large skylights.

See for yourself! Come and book 
The L.A. Grand Hotel Downtown

For more information, 
visit thelahotel.com

Multiple Options for Beautiful Events Under One Roof

9/12/2019

File prep: Miss Cecilia    323-336-2596

Los Angeles Zoo

Pub: L.A. Business Journal 1/2 page

Color: CMYK  PMS: None

Bleed: non  Trim:                              Live: W 10.35"x H  6.75" 

Searching for a fun, unique experience for your next company event?  Look no further 
than the L.A. Zoo. “Wild” is what we do naturally. Whether you’re hosting a company 
picnic, corporate retreat, cocktail party, or dinner, treat your guests to a one-of a-kind 
experience with wild enhancements that only the Zoo can offer.

For more info, contact 
Amber Harvey at 

323-644-4783 or 
aharvey@lazoo.org

Host a memorable private 
event aT the Los Angeles Zoo 

LOCATION
SPOTLIGHT
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S oon to be celebrating its 100-year anniver-
sary – and having added the ‘Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monument’ accolade to 

its mantle – Millennium Biltmore Los Angeles is 
the grand dame of downtown and this district’s 
most historic, classic and storytelling hotel.

Intricate sculptures, carved fountains, murals, 
tapestries, and extravagant chandeliers trans-

port guests to the 
world of 1920s, 
while Millennium 
Biltmore Hotel 
Los Angeles sits 
elegantly in the 

heart of vibrant Downtown Los Angeles’ Art, 
Entertainment and Cultural District. 

All the glory and glamour of classic Holly-
wood lives on at the Biltmore, a 1923 iconic 
hotel that has hosted eight Oscars, celebrities 
such as Clark Gable, Shirley Temple and Walt 
Disney and presidents such as John F. Kennedy, 
Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush. It has also 
served as a set for TV shows, movies, and music 
videos, including Mad Men, A Star Is Born fea-
turing Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper, and Tay-
lor Swift’s music video for hit song “Delicate.” 

Also known for turning moments into 
unforgettable memories for leisure and corporate 
travelers, your exquisite stage can also be set 
at Millennium Biltmore Los Angeles. Featur-
ing 70,000 square feet of flexible meeting and 
event space, presenting an unmatched blend 
of luxurious suites, spectacular breakout rooms 
and five glamorous ballrooms, you have your 
choice of the ideal setting for anything from 
private soirees and productive corporate sessions 

to high-level meetings or a perfect celebrity tea 
party in the heart of “City of Angels.”

Historically speaking, The Biltmore has 
been host to some of the most influential meet-
ings and events. The founding banquet of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
was held in the hotel’s magnificent Crystal 
Ballroom in 1927. The hotel went on to host 
eight Academy Awards banquets in the ‘30s 
and ‘40s. John F. Kennedy stayed at the hotel 
and spoke in the ballrooms during the 1960 
Democratic National Convention. 

Without equal, for the most historic and 
glamourous conference rooms, impressive 
meeting experience and profound event service 

in downtown Los Angeles, there is simply no 
better venue choice than Millennium Biltmore 
Los Angeles, which is recently recognized as 
“Best Historic Hotel” and “Best Downtown LA 
Wedding Venue” by renowned industry and 
media associations.

Guests enjoy classic-contemporary rooms 
with modern conveniences and comfort. 
Club-level rooms and specialty suites at high 
levels are perfectly set up for corporate trav-
elers with enhanced amenity and exclusive 
access to Club Lounge and the self-service 
Business Center. Free sign-up and instant 
rewards are on hand for both My Millennium 
Loyalty Points and Millennium for Business 

corporate loyalty programs --  which are newly 
launched and redeemable at worldwide Millen-
nium Hotels & Resorts.

Casual dining choices showcase Smeraldi’s 
for breakfast and lunch, The Biltmore After-
noon Tea at Rendezvous Court, and specialty 
coffees with light bites at Rendezvous Court 
Cafe. The Gallery Bar featuring prohibi-
tion-era cocktails is a historic and elegant L.A. 
hotspot.

To learn more and to plan your next staycation 
or function, visit thebiltmore.com. Or take the 
brand-new 360 virtual tour at vr.peekpeek.com/
millennium_biltmore_la/

Discover an Iconic Hotel in Downtown Los Angeles

LOCATION
SPOTLIGHT

Iconic Crystal Ballroom
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Situated atop the historic Bunker Hill, Omni Los Angeles Hotel 

at California Plaza sits at the crossroads of business, arts 

and culture. With 22 meeting rooms perfect for large conventions 

or small board meetings, our dedicated staff will ensure 

every detail is orchestrated to perfection.

LAMEETINGS@OMNIHOTELS.COM  •  OMNIHOTELS.COM/LOSANGELES

EXPERIENCE.S TAY  F O R  T H E

F O R  A PURPOSE,MEET

T he wildest and most dazzling holiday tradi-
tion returns to the Los Angeles Zoo.  Each 
year, the Los Angeles Zoo is transformed 

into a dazzling wonderland aglow with spectacu-
lar light displays.  
Every year, L.A. 
Zoo Lights has 
been bigger, 
brighter, and 
merrier than ever 

before, setting a new standard for holiday magic.
Your company holiday party can be in the 

heart of it all, at one of the illuminated private 
venues along the L.A. Zoo Lights route.  Your 
party includes admission for your guests to 
enjoy lights during your event and all party 
guests will be treated to VIP- Skip the Line 
access at the main gates.  

Guests will be enchanted as they make 
their way to your picturesque party location, 
gazing at a flurry of giant illuminated ani-
mal-motif snowflakes, stunning 3-D animated 
projections, a glittering light tunnel, a fanciful 
menagerie of light animals, and so much 
more. 

At the larger party location – “Treetops 
Terrace” – the curved, sweeping ceiling will 
be draped with hundreds of twinkling lights, 
with giant LED-lit ornaments of all shapes 
and sizes suspended from the center. This 

venue is ideal for up to 500 guests, with 
adjacent gazebos for smaller gatherings, and 
a beautiful carousel and glittering photo op 
nearby. 

The smaller location – “Rainforest Stilt 
House” – is a stunning VIP retreat where up 
to 100 guests will be ensconced in an open-air 
traditional Amazonian structure, the second 
level of which offers unobstructed views of 
the lights and crowds below. From the lower 
level, guests can come eye-to-eye with natural 
wonders – stingrays, red-bellied piranhas, and 
other aquatic species. 

Guests have the opportunity to view some 
animals up-close such as the amphibians, in-
vertebrates, and reptiles of the LAIR.   How-
ever, you can have special animal encounters 
added to your party as well, with available 
keeper-led walkabouts featuring your choice 
of a sloth, porcupine, bearded dragon, or 
many others. During this 30-minute visit 
at your party venue, a zookeeper will share 
fascinating facts about the animal – including 
the challenges it may face in the wild – and 
answer guests’ questions. 

The Zoo is a conservation leader, and 
encourages everyone – including holiday 
party hosts and guests – to make good choices 
for the environment by offering a variety 
of sustainable options. The Zoo’s in-house 
caterer, Taste of the Wild, is dedicated to 
serving in-season, sustainable menu and bar 
options for parties of any size and budget. 
Compostable tableware is also available. 

Not only is the Zoo shining a light on hol-
iday fun, it’s lighting the way toward a more 

sustainable future, by participating in and 
funding vital conservation projects at home 
and around the globe. Private events support 
this very important work. So, by hosting your 
party at the Zoo, not only will you be giving 
the gift on an unforgettable experience to your 
guests, you’ll be contributing to the future of 
wildlife as well. 

The Zoo is an exceptional event location 
any time of day or year. During L.A. Zoo 
Lights, however, it’s nothing short of magical. 
Treat your guests to a holiday experience 
that’s as iconic as it is unexpected, and as fun 
as it is meaningful.

Learn more at lazoo.org.

Celebrate the Season at L.A. Zoo Lights

LOCATION
SPOTLIGHT

Picture your holiday party in 
a place where the spirit of the 
season shines brightest

labusinessjournal.com/subscribe

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Join the 
Community 
of Business™

Reaching more than 250,000 Los Angeles Business Leaders
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25,000 sq. ft. of meeting space all on one floor with 2 ballrooms,
an executive boardroom, and 16 versatile meeting rooms

Spacious and modern guestrooms
to relax and unwind in

Enjoy specially designed menus during your event
or dine in Ziran Restaurant or BAR9

Conveniently located to the cultural, financial,
and entertainment hubs in Downtown Los Angeles 

WHERE WORK AND PLAY MEET
IN DOWNTOWN L.A.

333 South Figueroa Street | Los Angeles, CA  90071

(213) 617-1133 | www.thelahotel.com

M arines, Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and 
Coast Guardsmen are deployed across 
the globe, going in harm’s way to pre-

serve and protect our freedom. Servicemen 
and women selflessly give up their freedoms 
on our behalf by leaving friends and family 
behind as they serve our country. Unfortu-
nately, when many heroes come home, they 
begin a new battle that is tough to overcome: 
homelessness.

One in 10 homeless adults across the Unit-
ed States is a veteran. IAEE sought to change 
that reality by supporting Volunteers of Amer-
ica, an organization dedicated to assisting 
veterans and their families so that they can be 
self-sustaining and connected to the commu-
nity. The result of their efforts was a generous 
donation of 280 hygiene care kits for veterans! 
The event took place 6 August 2019 at the 
Loew’s Miami Beach Hotel in Miami, Fla.

The International Association of Exhibi-
tions and Events (IAEE) worked with Impact 
4 Good, a company that focuses on teambuild-
ing programs that give back to community. 
IAEE chose the activity “Stand Down for 
Homeless Vets,” which has the goal of both 
creating awareness of and fighting homeless-
ness among veterans. Participants first learned 
about challenges veterans face when they 
come home. Then, participants were split 
into teams and competed in a digital trivia 
challenge using tablet technology! Each team 
put forth their best effort in an attempt to be 
crowned victorious! While there were winning 
teams based on performance in the competi-
tion, the real winner was the Veterans served 

by Volunteers of America.
Founded in 1896, Volunteers of America 

is one of the nation’s largest and most com-
prehensive human services organizations. 
Through their hundreds of human service 
programs, including housing and healthcare, 
Volunteers of America touches the lives of 1.5 
million people in over 400 communities in 46 
states as well as the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico each year. Since 1896, they have 
supported and empowered America’s most 
vulnerable groups, including veterans, at-risk 
youth, the frail elderly, men and women 

returning from prison, homeless individuals 
and families, people with disabilities, and 
those recovering from addictions. Their work 
touches the mind, body, and heart of those 
they serve, integrating our deep compassion 
with highly effective programs and services.

During the event, Lisa Wilkins-Cancel 
graciously thanked the group in person at the 
event for their time and effort in helping to 
provide these kits to very deserving veterans. 

Following the event, Wendy Whitescarver, 
Resources Development Manager added that, 
“These hygiene kits will allow a Veteran to 

wash their face, brush their teeth, comb their 
hair; something that we all take for granted 
daily. It means a lot for homeless Vets on the 
streets as well as those in our programs that 
may not be connected to their VA benefits.”

Trusted since 1928, IAEE provides quality and 
value to its members through leadership, service, 
education and strong relationships. IAEE is the 
largest association of the exhibitions and events 
industry in the world, with a membership of show 
organizers, exhibitors and exhibition suppliers. 
Visit wiaee.com for more information.

IAEE Donates to Volunteers of America
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