
c u s t o m  c o n t e n t

Business aviation has become essential to tens of thousands 
of companies of all types and sizes in the U.S. that are trying 
to compete in a marketplace that demands speed, flexibility, 

efficiency and productivity. The vast majority of these compa-
nies – 85% – are small and mid-size businesses, many of which 
are based in the dozens of markets across the country where the 
airlines have reduced or eliminated service. 

A company’s decision to utilize business aviation for any 
mission depends on a variety of factors, including availability 
of commercial service in the departing or arrival destinations, 
the number of sites to be visited in a single day, the number of 
employees traveling, the need to discuss proprietary matters en 
route, the need to move specialized equipment and a host of 
other considerations. The following list details some of the pri-
mary reasons companies utilize business aviation as a solution to 
some of their transportation challenges:  

•  Accessing communities with little or no airline ser-
vice. Business aviation serves ten times the number 
of communities (more than 5,000 airports) served by 
commercial airlines (about 500 airports) This means 
business aviation can allow companies to locate plants 
or facilities in small towns or rural communities with 
little or no commercial airline service. Since nearly 
100 communities have lost airline service in the past 

year, this is important.
•  Reaching multiple destinations quickly and efficient-

ly. Companies that need to reach multiple destinations 
in a single day may elect to use business aviation, 
because that type of mission could be hard or impossi-
ble to complete with other modes of transportation.

•  Supporting the travel needs of many types of compa-
ny employees. An NBAA survey revealed that 72% of 
passengers aboard business airplanes are non-executive-
employees. Companies often send teams of employees 
to a given destination because it is the most cost-effec-
tive means of transport.

•  Moving equipment. When companies need to imme-
diately move sensitive or critical equipment, business 
aviation is often the best solution.

•  Ensuring flexibility. Business people don’t always 
know in advance where or when opportunities will 
present themselves.  In today’s business environment, 
companies need to be nimble enough to move quickly.  
Business aviation provides flexibility for companies 
that need to ensure employees can respond to changing 
demands and circumstances.

•  Increasing employee productivity and providing secu-
rity. Business aviation is a productivity tool – when 

traveling aboard business aircraft, employees can meet, 
plan and work en route. Business aviation also allows 
employees to discuss proprietary information in a 
secure environment and without fear of eavesdropping, 
industrial espionage or physical threat 

•  Keeping in contact. Many aircraft have technologies 
that allow employees to remain in communication 
throughout the duration of their flight. This can be 
critical for companies managing a rapidly changing 
situation. 

•  Providing a return to shareholders. Studies have 
found that businesses which use business aviation as 
a solution to some of their transportation challenges 
return more to shareholders than companies in the 
same industry that do not utilize business aviation. 

•  Schedule Predictability. Over three percent of all 
commercial airline flights are cancelled. Nearly one 
quarter are delayed.  Today, because of record load fac-
tors on commercial airlines, if your flight is cancelled or 
a delay causes you to miss your connection, the odds of 
you getting on the next flight are significantly reduced. 
When the future of a company and its employees is 
dependent upon you arriving on time, business avia-
tion is an important tool.
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The National Business Aviation Association 
(NBAA) last month joined a broad coalition 
of aviation groups in calling on the U.S. 

Senate to expedite legislation that would pro-
vide a long-term reauthorization for the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA). The agency’s 
current reauthorization extension expires on 
Sept. 30.

“It is essential that the FAA be provided 
with long-term authorization for its activities in 
order to maintain and advance the safest, most 
efficient aerospace system in the world,” the avi-
ation groups wrote in a letter to Senate leaders 
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and Charles Schumer 
(D-NY). “The FAA’s success and that of the 
aviation system will be significantly enhanced by 
progress and passage of a long-term reauthoriza-
tion bill.” 

In its letter to the Senate leaders, the avi-
ation coalition noted that the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed a five-year FAA reautho-
rization bill last April. In the Senate, thanks to 
the efforts of Commerce Committee Chairman 
John Thune (R-SD) and Ranking Member Bill 
Nelson (D-FL), a bill has already advanced out 
of the committee. 

“Prompt consideration by the Senate will 
enable discussions with the House to resolve any 
outstanding differences between the two bills, 
prior to the expiration of authority on Sept. 30,” 
wrote the aviation groups.

“Long-term reauthorization legislation for 
the FAA is critical for the good of the entire 

aviation industry and workforce,” said Christa 
Lucas, NBAA vice president, government 
affairs. “Business aviation alone contributes $219 
billion to the U.S. economic output and employs 
more than 1.1 million people nationwide, while 
providing essential air transportation to commu-
nities and citizens all across the country.”

The coalition letter said that long-term 
reauthorization “will allow employers, customers 
and communities to continue to build, invest, 
hire, innovate and grow in this dynamic indus-
try. The FAA is foundational to the incredible 
safety record of aviation in the United States; 

makes critical airport and air traffic investments 
in communities across this country; and enables 
innovation and the integration of new technolo-
gy into the aviation system.”

In addition to NBAA, the letter to McCon-
nell and Schumer was signed by representatives 
of Airlines for Aerospace Industries Association, 
Aeronautical Repair Station Association, Air 
Line Pilots Association, Air Medical Operators 
Association, Air Traffic Control Association, 
Aircraft Electronics Association, Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association, Airlines for 
America, Association for Unmanned Vehicle 

Systems International, Association of Flight 
Attendants – CWA, Aviation Suppliers Associ-
ation, Aviation Technician Education Council, 
Cargo Airline Association, Commercial Drone 
Alliance, Experimental Aircraft Association, 
General Aviation Manufacturers Association, 
Global Business Travel Association, Helicopter 
Association International, International Air 
Transport Association, International Association 
of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, Modification 
and Replacement Parts Association, National 
Air Carrier Association, National Air Traffic 
Controllers Association, National Association 
of Manufacturers, National Air Transportation 
Association, Professional Aviation Safety Spe-
cialists, Regional Air Cargo Carriers Association, 
Regional Airline Association, Small UAV Coa-
lition, Travelers United, and the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce.

Founded in 1947 and based in Washington, 
DC, the National Business Aviation Association 
(NBAA) is the leading organization for compa-
nies that rely on general aviation aircraft to help 
make their businesses more efficient, productive 
and successful. The association represents more 
than 11,000 companies and provides more than 
100 products and services to the business avia-
tion community, including the NBAA Business 
Aviation Convention & Exhibition, the world’s 
largest civil aviation trade show. 

Learn more about NBAA at nbaa.org.

Coalition Urges Senate Passage of Long-Term  
FAA Reauthorization Legislation
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