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Let’s get to work for your business

We’re here to help you reach your goals 
At Wells Fargo you’ll find all the products and resources you need to move  
your business forward, along with the support and guidance of a banker  
from your community.
That’s what Wells Fargo Works for Small Business℠ is all about. It’s our  
commitment to helping small business owners in more ways than ever before. 

Visit wellsfargoworks.com to:
•	Learn	how	Wells	Fargo	works	for	you	and	your	business	by	providing	innovative	

products, services, and programs that can meet your business needs.
•	Explore	videos,	articles,	and	other	resources	covering	a	wide	range	of	business	topics	

including credit, cash flow management, real estate, and marketing.

Stop by or call and speak to a local banker today.

Deposit products are offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.

© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1224871_13778)
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e welcome you to our second annual Emerging Generation: 
25 In Their 20’s supplement. In these pages we profile a select 
group of  young San Diegans who are making a significant 
impact in their chosen fields and in the community. Though 

they are at the dawn of  their careers and just beginning to follow their 
philanthropic passions, these individuals are committed to becoming part 
of  the network of  local leaders and activists who keep our region thriving 
both economically and culturally. 

We honored individuals selected from 120 finalists, representing 102 
companies, at a special awards program on Wednesday, Dec. 3, fittingly 
at Balboa Park’s Hall of  Champions. The winners were chosen from a 
broad spectrum of  industries that encompassed advanced technology and 
engineering; legal, financial and real estate; social media and marketing; 
health care and social services; and the performing arts. 

We would like to extend our thanks to the sponsors who helped make 
this recognition program such a success — title sponsor Wells Fargo, gold 
sponsor Barney & Barney, and in association with LEAD San Diego.

We applaud these young professionals who are outstanding in their 
respective fields and integral to the next 
generation of  San Diego County’s leadership.

Casey Falkner
THE UNIVERSITY CLUB

Casey Falkner has been instrumental in the reinvention of  San 
Diego’s most prominent business and social club, the University Club 
Atop Symphony Towers. With a background in international business, 

Falkner came to the University Club when she was 25, with vision and energy to 
reinvent not only the clubhouse, but the diversity of  membership and the progressive 
nature of  programs. Her success with the reinvention of  the University Club in San 
Diego prompted her promotion to oversee the membership reinvention of  ClubCorp’s 
Southern California business clubs, both in Orange County and the new $9 million City 

Letter From 
The San Diego Business Journal

Armon Mills
President & Publisher

Jason Kulpa
UNDERGROUND ELEPHANT

Jason Kulpa is the founder and CEO of  Underground Elephant 
(UE), an online marketing company specializing in customer-acquisition 
services and enterprise-marketing software. Leveraging 14 years of  web 

traffic monetization experience, Kulpa is responsible for spearheading UE’s high-level 
business alliances, strategic partnerships, and overall competitiveness. Additionally, he 
architects the company’s development and roll-out of  in-house services and proprietary 
software.  Underground Elephant was founded in San Diego in 2008. By 2011, it was San 

Lars Helgeson
GREENROPE

Lars Helgeson has been in the internet marketing space since 2000, 
when he co-founded one of  the world’s first email service providers 
— CoolerEmail. As a pioneer in responsible email marketing, he grew 

CoolerEmail into a global software company specializing in marketing communication 
with more than 1,500 clients. In 2010 he launched GreenRope, the world’s first and only 
business operating system — a cloud-based platform that simplifies and consolidates a 
company’s sales, marketing, and operations. GreenRope currently provides technology 

Renee Daigneault
SAN DIEGO GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL

Renee Daigneault is the interim executive director of  the San 
Diego Green Building Council (SDGBC), a 501(C)3 environmental 
nonprofit dedicated to providing education, outreach, and advocacy 

surrounding green building in the San Diego community. Daigneault coordinates day-
to-day operations, development, partnerships and communications for the chapter. 
She has professional experience in business development in the green building 
materials market, with a focus on research and strategy. Daigneault joined SDGBC 
as a volunteer in 2011, became a staff  member in 2012, then took on directorial 

Reid Carr
RED DOOR INTERACTIVE

Reid Carr is the president and CEO of  San Diego-based Red 
Door Interactive, a data-driven marketing agency with additional 
offices in Carlsbad and Denver. Carr has grown his agency into an 

organization that has been recognized as one of  San Diego’s best places to work, 
being named three times by Advertising Age magazine and nine times by the San 
Diego Business Journal. Red Door counts clients such as Bosch, Thermador, Shea 
Homes, Denon and Rubio’s among others on their enviable client list. Carr was 

honored with the San Diego Metropolitan’s “40 Under 40” award in 2005, the San 
Diego Business Journal’s Most Admired CEO Award in 2007, 2009, 2010 and in 
2011 won their Exemplary Award. In 2009 and again 2012, Carr was a finalist for 
the Entrepreneur of  the Year by Ernst & Young. He dedicates time to numerous 
community efforts and serves on the boards of  directors, for the San Diego Chapter 
of  the United Way and Voice of  San Diego. He also is a member of  the downtown 
Rotary Club 33, Chairman’s Roundtable and Young Presidents’ Organization.

responsibilities in February of  2014. She also worked in the sustainability field as 
director of  business relationships for Sustainability Matters, a sustainable building 
materials resource organization. Additionally, she spent four years working in clinical 
research in the pharmaceutical industry and was the director of  membership for 
MBA Women International, a nonprofit organization dedicated to empowering female 
business professionals, to assisting women into leadership positions in business, and 
to enhancing the diversity of  the workforce worldwide. Daigneault is a LEED Green 
Associate.  

Club in Los Angeles. Falkner’s experience includes positions as director of  programs 
and marketing at the World Trade Center San Diego, leading a California trade mission 
to China and representing San Diego at the World Trade Center General Assembly in 
Guadalajara. A former NCAA Division 1 soccer player while attending Baylor University, 
Falkner is a San Diego native and lives with her family in downtown San Diego. She 
drives the classic 1964 Ford Falcon convertible that she bought when she was 16. 

solutions to more than 3,000 companies worldwide.
Helgeson served in the United States Air Force for four years, working in the 

Air Force’s space test program, Air Force Research Laboratory, and Ballistic Missile 
Defense Organization. In the past several years, he has been a finalist in the San Diego 
Business Journal’s Most Admired CEO and Information Technology Executive of  the 
Year awards programs, and has been a recipient of  San Diego Magazine’s Top Tech 
Exec Award.

Diego’s fastest growing private company, according to the San Diego Business Journal; 
followed by a 4th place finish in 2012. In 2012 and 2013, the National Association of  
Business Resources recognized UE as one of  the nation’s Best & Brightest Companies. 
UE also is a two-time winner of  the Business Journal’s Best Places to Work in San 
Diego. In 2014, the American Business Awards honored UE with a Gold Stevie for its 
corporate social responsibility initiative, “Serving those who serve our community.” 

W

Judges
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2014 Emerging Generation: 
25 in their 20’s

Winners
Molly Borchers
(W)RIGHT ON 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Matthew Clifford
BARNANA

Melissa Deleon
DELEON LAW

Joelle Felton Lackey
MIRACLE BABIES

Erin Francis
PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
OF THE PACIFIC SOUTHWEST

Lauren Grattan
NATURAL HIGH

Skyler McCurine
LE RED BALLOON

Natalie Meehan
ACUPUNCTURE EXPRESS

Sandy Naranjo
UNITED FOOD AND COMMERCIAL 
WORKERS LOCAL 135

Martin Nuñez
UC SAN DIEGO, POLICE DEPT.

Jason Paguio
PARADE BAND FOUNDATION, INC. 

Agustin Peña
SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Kristen Roberts
TRESTLE LAW, APC

Sophie Silvestri
SAN DIEGO PORT TENANTS 
ASSOCIATION

Brett Stapper
FALCON GLOBAL CAPITAL, LLC

Samantha Trent
WRIGHT BROTHERS INC.

Monika Tuncbilek
DRAINHELP.COM

Samuel Wagner
BATU BIOLOGICS

Holly Wells
VERTICAL PR + MARKETING, LLC

Midori Wong
SAN DIEGO UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Shana Wright
UC SAN DIEGO-CENTER 
FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH

Taylor Wycoff
CYGNET THEATRE COMPANY

Team 
Winners
CBRE
MIKE BENCH
MELISSA FOSTER SCOFIELD

General Atomics 
Aeronautical Systems, Inc.
CALEB BARTELS
JOHN BREWER, JR.
BRANDON SUAREZ

Shake Smart, Inc.
KEVIN GELFAND 
MARTIN REIMAN

Honorable 
Mention
Ashley Arant
NB BAKER ELECTRIC; 
DBA BAKER ELECTRIC SOLAR

Sonya Attal
STRADLING YOCCA 
CARLSON & RAUTH

Jessie Bustamante
AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION 
IN CALIFORNIA

Peyton Can�ield
CROWNE PLAZA - MISSION VALLEY

Adam Covington
ALLIANCE RESIDENTIAL 
COMPANY

Shannon Davis
LATITUDE 33 PLANNING 
& ENGINEERING

Jessica DeLinde
MARINE CORPS 
COMMUNITY SERVICE

Andrew Gilmore
DISABILITY INSURANCE SERVICES

Ali Grant
BE SOCIAL PR

Hanna Gregor
OH! JUICE

Beau Hale
ADBOOM GROUP INC.

Courtney Johnson
SHARP HEALTHCARE

Erica Johnson
SULLIVAN SOLAR POWER

Ryan Landry
NEW HORIZONS COMPUTER 
LEARNING CENTERS OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Channelle McNutt
SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY

James Paine
WEST REALTY ADVISORS

Dr. Laura Pallesen
THE BALANCED BEAR: 
A CHIROPRACTIC STUDIO

Emily Pippin
ACADEMY OF OUR LADY 
OF PEACE

James Sly
EAST COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Bellamy Smith
ACI SPECIALTY BENEFITS

Melissa Stern
COMMERCIAL BUILDERS, INC.

Geoff Thorne
HIGGS FLETCHER & MACK, LLP

Ashley Villatuya
LUV SURF APPAREL

Grant Webster
AKT WEALTH ADVISORS, LP

Scott Worm
BEKKER’S CATERING

Finalists
Tyson Abbo
ABBO TAX

Darin Alpert
FIND ME GLUTEN FREE 

Deanna Bagdasar
RJS LAW

Corey Baggett
ADBOOM GROUP, INC.

Paola Batiz
FYC LABS

Nathan Batterman
JASSIM & ASSOCIATES

Katie Belman
MINDGRUVE

Mia Bolton
JO COMMUNICATIONS

Emily Boyce
HILTON SAN DIEGO BAYFRONT

Jennifer Brooks
RONI HICKS & ASSOCIATES

Kat Brown
FINEST CITY IMPROV

Bryan Carpenter
LEVITZACKS

Chris Carter
REP INTERACTIVE

Travis Carter
HUGHES MARINO

Alessandra Ceresa
GREENROPE

Tatiana Ceresa
GREENROPE

Bridgette Cerles
TGG ACCOUNTING

Lawrence Chou
MGX COPY

Missy Dalby
LINEAR LLC

Georgia Daubert
THUNDERACTIVE

Amanda Dolan
GRAND PACIFIC RESORTS

Ryane Duddy
STEP BY STEP DANCE, INC.

Grant Farwell
BARC, INC.

Julie Feller
ABACUS DATA SYSTEMS, INC.

Lauren Garces
SILK ROAD PRODUCTIONS

Ross Gensler
SONIC BOOM WELLNESS

Jason Glenn
TARGETCW

Emily Goethel
6° BUSINESS NETWORKING

Steven Gorup
HUGHES MARINO, INC.

Stephan Goss
ZEETO MEDIA 

Kristina Hess
LOCKTON COMPANIES

Adora Horton
ACI SPECIALTY BENEFITS

Star Hughes
HUGHES MARINO, INC.

Timothy Hutter
ALLEN MATKINS LECK GAMBLE 
MALLORY & NATSIS, LLP

Scott Isbell 
BARNEY & BARNEY, A MARSH 
& MCLENNAN AGENCY LLC 
COMPANY

Akhil Israni
HFF

Adam Koven
THE CRAVORY COOKIES

Stephanie Lacsa
VERTICAL PR + MARKETING

Conor Leahy
FAIRBANKS MORSE ENGINE 
 Mark Lewkowitz
COLLIERS INTERNATIONAL

Jocelyn Maggard
EQUINOX CENTER

Matthew Marcin
ZEETO MEDIA

Jennifer Maxson
CRUX PARTNERS

Alysse McCree
INNOVATIVE COMMERCIAL 
ENVIRONMENTS

James Merlini
WORKPERKS PAYROLL

Jacqueline Morales
SONIC BOOM WELLNESS

Kelly Moser
DISABILITY INSURANCE SERVICES

Alex Ozols
OZOLS LAW FIRM

Alysia Parkinson
MITCHELL INTERNATIONAL

Irving Pedroza
TRAFFIC ACCIDENT LAW CENTER

Richard (RJ) Pinto
MARKS, FINCH, THORNTON 
& BAIRD, LLP

Sean Pope
ULTIMATE STAFFING

Monique Pouget
THUNDERACTIVE

Anthony Pretto
THE KOBEY CORPORATION 

Samantha Prince
RJS LAW & NATURAL KIDZ

Natalie Roberts
I LOVE A CLEAN SAN DIEGO

Erica Schlesinger
(W)RIGHT ON 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Jared Schwartz
SAVILLS STUDLEY

Ashley Shafer
J. WALCHER COMMUNICATIONS

Stacey Shea
MITCHELL INTERNATIONAL, INC.

Brandon Stapper
858 GRAPHICS

Virginia Steinbach
HILTON SAN DIEGO BAYFRONT

Chris Suber
JOE’S CRAB SHACK

Lori Swain
MITCHELL INTERNATIONAL, INC.

Christopher Young
DIGITAL MKTG

Nick Zech
CDC COMMERCIAL INC. 
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2014 Winners
Molly Borchers
Sr. Communications Strategist
(W)RIGHT ON 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Since starting her 
career in public relations, 
Molly Borchers has 

steadily risen through the ranks at PR 
agencies; written speeches for high-
ranking government officials; worked 
coast to coast; built her own freelance 
PR/writing business; secured coverage 
for clients in publications like The Wall 
Street Journal, Mashable and Wired 
Magazine; and helped build awareness 
for Fortune 500 brands, all by the age of  
29. She has been featured in Forbes and 
PR Daily and is a regular contributor to 
Huffington Post. At 24 years old, she led 
communications for the solar program at 
the Department of  Energy and by 25, she 
managed more than $1 million in client 
projects for a top PR agency. Today she 
is a major contributor to the success of   
(W)right On Communications, leading 
an update of  the company’s website 
and blog. Borchers also dedicates her 
time to community service and is on the 
marketing committee of  Girls on the 
Run San Diego. 

Matthew Clifford
Co-founder - COO
BARNANA

Why would some-
one with a technology 
background and no food 
experience start a ba-

nana business? As co-founder and COO 
of  organic food brand Barnana, Matthew 
Clifford entered what many would call a 
crowded and commoditized market. But, 
being involved and making an impact on 
the organic food movement is extreme-
ly important to Clifford and his team. 
They began the business by working 
with small community farmers in South 
America to sustainably grow organic 
Cavendish bananas and, in just under 18 
months, Barnana can now be found na-
tionwide in Wholefoods, Sprouts, Weg-
mans, and Safeway. Outside of  growing 
the business, Clifford is deeply involved 
in the TED community as an active 
member of  the TEDx San Diego plan-
ning committee, and he is a participant 
in the annual TED conference. He also 
is a founding member of  Junto - a small 
group of  San Diego entrepreneurs. An 
award winning triathlete, Clifford is a 
tireless advocate of  natural health who 
occasionally breaks for 35 mile running 
competitions.

Melissa Deleon
Managing Attorney
DELEON LAW

Melissa Deleon is 
the managing attorney 
of  her own law prac-
tice, Deleon Law, where 

she represents individuals injured by the 
wrongful conduct of  others and rep-
resents special needs individuals who 
are victims of  abuse and neglect. A na-
tive San Diegan, at 29 years old and af-
ter having practiced for only four years, 
she has already attained prominence as a 
plaintiff ’s attorney in San Diego, recent-
ly litigating and obtaining a six-figure 
settlement on behalf  of  a disabled adult 
who was neglected by a care facility. She 
also is committed to supporting the Fil-
ipino-American and Asian Pacific Amer-
ican communities locally and is actively 
involved with the Filipino American As-
sociation for Developmental Disabilities, 
an organization that supports individu-
als with special-needs family members 
and has set up a free workshop on con-
servatorships to help members conserve 
their special needs children. She also has 
been elected as president of  the Filipino 
American Lawyers of  San Diego for two 
consecutive terms.

Joelle Felton Lackey
Executive Director
MIRACLE BABIES

Joelle Felton Lackey 
is the executive direc-
tor for Miracle Babies, a 
charity that helps trans-

port low income mothers to intensive 
care units each day to provide nurturing 
and breast milk to their critically ill ba-
bies. She has been with the organization 
since its inception. Dr. Sean Danesh-
mand, a high-risk obstetrician, founded 
Miracle Babies, hiring Lackey to help him 
with his research, program development 
and execution of  saving babies lives. To-
gether, they have served and saved over 
4,000 babies in the county. Launching the 
nonprofit’s Raising Miracles outreach 
program in San Diego County has been 
a major accomplishment for the 29 year 
old Lackey who also has  been commit-
ted to a career in nonprofits. During her 
course studies at SDSU she completed 
her certificate program in nonprofit man-
agement while working full-time for Af-
ter School All Stars – another nonprofit 
service organization. 

Imagine your career aspirations and dreams 

playing out 365 days a year in a perfect-weather 

environment built for outdoor experiences, 

scenic beauty and a strong sense of community 

with neighbors and colleagues. A place where 

the relaxed Southern California lifestyle 

seamlessly blends with a corporate community 

that is changing the world. In a place where 

important scientific innovations are made in the 

day, and San Diego craft beer discoveries are 

made at night. We all seek a great career where 

we can change the world and live in a place that 

is constantly inspiring. Why not have both?

CarlsbadLifeInAction.com

Welcome to Carlsbad, CA 
and a Life in Action™.

continued on page A27
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Erin Francis
Legislative & Regulatory 
Affairs Manager
PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
OF THE PACIFIC 
SOUTHWEST

Erin Francis evaluates 
the public policy needs for Planned 
Parenthood of  the Pacific Southwest, a 
reproductive health care agency serving 
women and men in San Diego, Riverside, 
and Imperial Counties. She has the critical 
and delicate job of  working with elected 
officials and staff  to increase access to 
care. She has educated members of  the 
State Assembly and Senate about bills that 
would increase access to preventive care, 
like the HPV vaccine, that reduces the risk 
of  cervical cancer. 

Francis has a passion for public 
service and takes time to mentor younger 
professionals just starting out. Francis 
is a board member for the San Diego 
Chamber of  Commerce Healthcare 
Committee, a past co-president of  the 
San Diego Chapter of  California Women 
Lead, and a 2010 graduate of  the San 
Diego Leadership Alliance.

Lauren Grattan
Director of  Development
NATURAL HIGH

Lauren Grattan pro-
vides development solu-
tions from high-level 
strategy through im-

plementation at Natural High, a non-
profit drug prevention program that 
helps youth to discover and pursue their 
natural high instead of  an artificial one. 
The service organization provides a dig-
ital platform and research-based curri- 
culum that includes programs for youth, 
educators and parents in all 50 states. 
Her work primarily focuses on major in-
dividual gifts and corporate and private 
foundation support; but also incorpo-
rates board governance with fundraising. 
While in her position at Natural High, 
she also has held the position of  chair of  
Young Nonprofit Professionals Network 
San Diego Chapter and helps guide fel-
low young professionals dedicated to so-
cial change, helping them make advances 
in their careers in service to the commu-
nity. Grattan is widely respected among 
her peers and supervisors. She has been a 
voice for the young nonprofit community 
for years and remains committed to cre-
ating a culture of  philanthropy. 

Skyler McCurine
Founder & Personal Stylist
LE RED BALLOON

Skyler McCurine is 
gaining a name for her-
self  in San Diego. As 
the founder of  Le Red 

Balloon, she has created a unique service 
company that helps clients redefine and 
enrich themselves through various areas. 
Whether its life coaching or personal 
shopping, McCurine brings an array of  
talents to help change self-image and 
create a more positive life balance. Her 
talents include personal shopper, stylist, 
and closet organizer to clients ranging 
from various different generations, per-

sonalities, and budgets. She also designs, 
creates, and facilitates interactive train-
ings around style, body image, personal 
brand, leadership, and inner beauty. Mc-
Curine is a committed activist and has 
worked to educate more than 250 teen 
girls on the importance of  political ef-
ficacy, servant leadership, and conscious 
media consumption. She was selected to 
present at prestigious TEDx because of  
her meaningful work in the community 
and her partnerships with schools and 
nonprofits that support teen girls. Addi-
tionally, she has led workshops for Qual-
comm and TEDx, among others. 

Natalie Meehan
Co-Owner
ACUPUNCTURE EXPRESS

Natalie Meehan is 
the co-owner of  Acu-
puncture Express. In 
her role she oversees 

all the sales and marketing, along with 
most business development and building 
brand recognition. She is spearheading 
future plans to expand Acupuncture Ex-
press throughout Southern California 
and parts of  Denver and Seattle. She also 
wants to eventually own and operate of-
fice buildings with her mother. Meehan 
recently developed the idea to donate 
Acupuncture Express memberships to 
cancer patients. Acupuncture has been 
found to be very helpful in alleviating 
nausea, pain, and dry mouth in patients. 
For every membership purchased, an 
equivalent membership is donated to a 
patient. Meehan has always been on a 
business-oriented path. While at SDSU 
she won the Future Rising Business 
Leader Award presented by the Asso-
ciated Business Student Council. Her 
business community involvement is ex-
panding and she has recently joined the 
San Diego Chamber of  Commerce and 
Toastmasters as well as various other 
marketing groups on Meetup.com.

Sandy Naranjo
Union Organizer
UNITED FOOD AND 
COMMERCIAL WORKERS 
LOCAL 135

Sandy Naranjo is a 
union organizer with 

United Food and Commercial Workers 
Local 135 (UFCW), a union that rep-
resents workers in retail, food, meat, 
drug stores, packinghouses, pharmacies 
and laboratories in San Diego and Impe-
rial Counties. She was the lead organizer 
for a campaign that generated one of  San 
Diego’s biggest union organizing efforts. 
After speaking to countless workers, 80 
percent of  them voted to be represent-
ed by her union. Prior to her job with 
UFCW, she worked as a field organizer 
for the San Diego and Imperial Coun-
ties Labor Council, AFL-CIO where she 
worked to enhance the labor movement 
by connecting organized labor with the 
broader community. Naranjo holds three 
bachelor’s degrees in political science, 
economics, and political economy with 
a minor certificate in women’s studies at 
California State University San Bernardi-
no where she was heavily involved with 

feminist causes. She also was a member 
of   the Coyote Debate team and compet-
ed in British Parliamentary debate tour-
naments in Bangkok, Thailand, Antalya, 
Turkey, and Melbourne, Australia. 

Martin Nuñez
Senior Proctor
UC SAN DIEGO, POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Growing up in City 
Heights where crime is 
rampant, Martin Nuñez 

became involved with the San Diego 
Police Department and was exposed 
to a positive side of  law enforcement 
that influenced his life. Nuñez soon 
learned that public service was his 
calling. Having risen through the ranks 
of  several agencies, from police cadet 
sergeant, public safety officer, and watch 
commander, he has been able to reach 
several milestones, including being 
a positive agent for change. Nuñez 
founded the “Martin Nuñez, Jr.” boxing 
program for children in an orphanage 
in Baja California, Mexico, inspiring 
impoverished youth to become positive 
community members. Recently he began 
coaching at a boxing gym located in a 
local inner city recreation center. Nunez’s 
dream job is to become an attorney, 
combining his interest in the law, desire 
to serve the public, and his experience 
in law enforcement. Nuñez aspires to 
improve his community, inspire others, 
and protect those harmed. 

Jason Paguio
President & CEO
PARADE BAND 
FOUNDATION, INC. 

A first generation 
F i l i p i n o - A m e r i c a n , 
Jason Paguio, already a 

successful business owner of  Regimental 
Mace Company LLC, took his experience 
and formed a nonprofit organization, 
Parade Band Foundation, Inc., dedicated 
to creating the largest parade band review 
and community festival in Chula Vista. 
Through creative partnerships with the 
Otay Ranch Town Center, the Chula Vista 
Chamber of  Commerce, and the South Bay 
Family YMCA, the event has connected 
both the community and local businesses. 
The event is among the top five largest in 
Southern California, and draws thousands 
of  participants. In addition, Paguio’s 
foundation awards $10,000 in grants, 
scholarships, and incentives to schools 
for being involved in their community. 
For his dedication, he was named in both 
2012 and 2013 the Chula Vista Chamber 
of  Commerce’s Pacesetter of  the Year 
— and more recently, the 2014 Rising 
Star Award from the Philippine American 
Business Improvement & Development 
Organization. Paguio is a five-time 
World Champion Drum Major (Glasgow, 
Scotland) and the first person outside the 
United Kingdom (and America) to receive 
this award in more than 100 years. 

Agustin Peña
Deputy District Attorney
SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

As a near high school 
dropout, growing up in 
City Heights, Agustin 

Peña did not have much promise outside 
of  being a short order cook or a gang 
member; but he had a dedication to a 
better life and has accomplished many 
of  his goals — from being a former 
assistant director of  security, becoming 
a teacher, to ultimately serving his 
community as a deputy district attorney. 
Peña has demonstrated an aptitude for 
success, an example of  hard work, and 
showed his deeply rooted commitment to 
his community. He was hand-selected by 
the San Diego District Attorney’s Office 
to attend a bi-national law conference in 
Baja California as a panelist for judges, 
and seasoned attorneys from Mexico. 
Aside from being an active mentor 
with the nonprofit organization he co-
founded, PowerMentor, he continues 
his involvement in other organizations. 
Earlier this year, Peña worked with the 
San Diego County Bar Association’s 
Children at Risk Youth Committee, 
working closely with students from the 
Crawford High Law Academy, instructing 
them on interview skills, applications for 
employment, as well as advice regarding 
college. He also has organized trips to 
Baja California orphanages, transporting 
supplies and spending time with the 
children. 

Kristen Roberts
Founder and Managing 
Attorney
TRESTLE LAW, APC

Founder and manag-
ing attorney at Trestle 
Law, APC, Kristen Rob-

erts focuses on providing general coun-
sel representation to entrepreneurs in 
the Southern California region. At just 
28 years old, Roberts’ legal career has 
developed extensively. Not only has she 
just launched her own law firm in June of  
2014, she currently represents businesses 
with nationally and internationally rec-
ognized brands. She develops and man-
ages their intellectual property profiles 
and handles complex litigation matters 
relating to those brands at both state and 
federal levels. Roberts also is active in the 
local legal community. She sits on several 
boards including her law school’s alum-
ni association board and a local charter 
school’s board. Additionally, she contrib-
utes her time as an adjunct professor at 
her alma mater, Thomas Jefferson School 
of  Law, in the area of  intellectual proper-
ty. Being a woman in the law comes with 
its own challenges. The added layer of  
ethnic diversity makes it harder to prove 
oneself. Roberts has overcome these ob-
stacles by choosing to work for herself  
and seeks to help other female entrepre-
neurs realize their success.

continued from page A26
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Sophie Silvestri
Director of  Operations
SAN DIEGO PORT 
TENANTS ASSOCIATION

Sophie Silvestri has a 
framed quote above her 
desk that reads, “Life has 

no limitations, except the ones you make.”  
This is a quote that defines her outlook 
on life and career. Silvestri started as 
director of  operations for the San Diego 
Port Tenants Association at the age of  
23 and has become a recognized leader 
in the community of  the Port District 
businesses (port tenants) and within her 
graduate program at UC San Diego. She 
regularly supports the advancement of  
water-dependent jobs and the military. 
Among her duties she works with 
multiple jurisdictions including the Port 
of  San Diego, U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast 
Guard, City of  San Diego, City of  Chula 
Vista, and Cal Trans to achieve a massive 
cleanup along multiple sites throughout 
San Diego Bay, recruiting approximately 
1,000 volunteers per year to accomplish 
the effort. Coming full circle in 2013, she 
did a presentation to the World Trade 
Center’s Association on the success of  
their internship program, where she was 
once an intern herself. Now a graduate 
student at UC San Diego, studying 
international relations and pacific 
studies, Silvestri is very interested in 
international trade and working with the 
UN or NATO in some form in a future 
role. 

Brett Stapper
Founder, Hedge Fund 
Manager, Lobbyist
FALCON GLOBAL CAPITAL, 
LLC

Brett Stapper has 
several “firsts” to his 

credit. He is founder of  the world’s first 
insured bitcoin hedge fund and he is 
the first federally registered pro-bitcoin 
lobbyist. Stapper formed the first ever 
SEC registered bitcoin investment fund 
to offer insured protection despite more 
than 30 lawyers advising it was not 
possible to do. After being turned down 
by hedge fund lawyers, Stapper taught 
himself  how to form a hedge fund by 
reading books and internet research. It 
took more than six months locked in an 
office studying day and night in order to 
fully understand the industry; but today, 
at age 24, he is on the front lines of  the 
fast growing industry of  bitcoin and is 
competing against major Wall Street 
firms. He recently made the top 10 list 
of  names to know in bitcoin by Business 
Insider. Coming from a humble start to 
becoming one of  the key players in the 
bitcoin industry, Stapper is the definition 
of  entrepreneurship.

Samantha Trent
CFO
WRIGHT  
BROTHERS INC.

Since joining Wright 
Brothers Inc., Samantha 
Trent has moved up po-

sitions faster than any other employee. 

She is now CFO and head of  Human Re-
sources where she has been instrumen-
tal in formulating the company’s future 
direction and supporting tactical initia-
tives. Since joining the company, she has 
helped the small startup to experience 
a 410 percent growth over the last year 
and it was recently named the 4th Fastest 
Growing Private Company in San Diego 
by the San Diego Business Journal. This 
past summer she completed her degree 
in corporate finance and sustainability 
through Harvard Business School after 
earning her undergraduate degree while 
working full-time teaching music class-
es and piano lessons. Trent is committed 
to volunteer causes both personally and 
through the company. She works with 
rescue dog services and she has imple-
mented Wright Brothers’ “Thankful 
Thursday” program. Under her direction 
employees have volunteered and donated 
to animal shelters, eldercare, homeless 
youth, the San Diego Food Bank, and 
Trent’s personal favorite, The Ronald 
McDonald House.

Monika Tuncbilek
President
DRAINHELP.COM

Monika Tuncbilek is 
 president of  California 
 Drain Experts Inc. 
(DrainHelp.com.) where 

she manages all aspects of  the day-to- 
day operations of  the business including 
media related content and marketing. 
The plumbing field is normally a business 
that is reserved for men, but Tuncbilek 
has been able to manage plumbers since 
the age of  17. She became involved with 
this business while going to school, but 
she recently took the company through a 
complete re branding. The organization 
has been making sales of  close to a mil-
lion dollars a year since then and Tunc-
bilek looks to franchise the business with-
in two years. Tuncbilek grew up with a 
single immigrant mother from Honduras 
who was on welfare. Today, along with 
running a successful business, she is rais-
ing three children with her husband, who 
works as a drain tech in her company. She 
also is currently applying to law school.

Samuel Wagner
President & CEO
BATU BIOLOGICS

As a founder of  
Batu Biologics, Samuel 
Wagner has compiled 
a seasoned team of  

biotech veterans and built a portfolio of  
intellectual property that encompasses 
the company’s four therapeutic platforms. 
He successfully recruited an impressive 
group of  life science experts for the 
board as well as staff  that has given 
the new company a jumpstart in the 
field. Wagner and his biopharmaceutical 
company are underway with various life 
science initiatives, including research 
and development of  cellular therapies 
that harness the power of  the body’s 
immune system to extend the quality 
of  life for late-stage cancer patients. He 
anticipates their lung cancer vaccine, 
ValloVax, to enter Phase I clinical trials 

in Q1 of  2015. Wagner went from a 
college undergraduate to biotech rising 
star and CEO before the age of  23. Since 
the beginning of  2014, he has established 
a seasoned team, secured laboratory 
facilities, filed intellectual property and 
developed a novel cancer immunotherapy 
for the condition of  non-small stage lung 
cancer. 

Holly Wells
Vice President and  
Co-Founder
VERTICAL PR + 
MARKETING, LLC

Holly Wells is the 
vice president and 

co-founder of  public relations and mar-
keting agency, Vertical PR + Marketing, 
LLC, which specializes in fashion, design, 
travel, hospitality, insurance, profession-
al and other lifestyle brands. In her posi-
tion, she is responsible for strategic direc-
tion, financial performance, and company 
growth. With no knowledge of  how to 
start and run a business she launched the 
agency and within six months the com-
pany was showing a profit and continues 
to grow at a steady pace. Wells also is the 
founder and editor of  a fashion and inte-
rior design blog and corresponding jew-
elry company, GlamourMash which has 
a large international audience and reach 
and she has been recognized as one of  the 
top fashion and interior design bloggers 
in the San Diego area. She also enjoys 
creating and selling handmade jewelry. 
Dedicated to giving back to her commu-
nity, she is an active board member for 
Travelers Aid Society of  San Diego and 
volunteers her time and expertise for 
several local charitable foundations. She 
also is an active member of  the Public 
Relations Society of  America.

Midori Wong
Director, Office of  Special 
Projects
SAN DIEGO UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Midori Wong was 
recruited to lead the 

Office of  Special Projects for the San 
Diego Unified School District — a 
new division created to implement 
Board of  Education and superintendent 
priorities related to district operations 
and facilities. In addition to activating 
a variety of  unique initiatives, Wong 
oversees three departments whose 
primary responsibilities include real 
estate asset management, demographic 
forecasting (a key factor for developing 
the district’s $1 billion annual budget), 
and facilitating student access to high-
quality K-12 programs. In the past year, 
she has directly influenced the successful 
negotiation and closing of  high profile 
real estate transactions for the district, 
generating more than $41 million in 
proceeds. She also leads the district’s 
new effort to redevelop certain district-
owned properties into joint-use projects. 
At age 24, she served as chief  of  staff  
to the City of  San Diego Redistricting 
Commission, a seven member panel of  
San Diego residents who drew new City 

continued from page A27
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Council district boundaries effective for 
the next decade. 

Shana Wright
School Wellness and Business 
Program Manager
UC SAN DIEGO-CENTER 
FOR COMMUNITY 
HEALTH

Working with 
schools and retailers in low-income 
communities, Shana Wright’s task for UC 
San Diego-Center for Community Health 
is to increase access and preference 
for healthy food and physical activity 
through health promotion and policy, 
systems and environmental change 
strategies. She is charged with improving 
the health and well-being of  children and 
their families who live in communities 
in San Diego with the largest health 
disparities. She has championed a 

number of  initiatives to improve 
access, affordability, and availability 
of  healthy foods and physical activity 
opportunities in these communities 
including Harvest of  the Month, the 
Healthy Cocina Initiative, and Lemon 
Grove’s HEAL (Healthy Eating and 
Active Living) Zone. Through Wright’s 
efforts, the center has reached hundreds 
of  thousands of  our most vulnerable 
community members. Wright began 
by volunteering at the Center, assisting 
in designing and implementing policy, 
system, and environmental changes 
related to lactation accommodations for 
new mothers. She was so effective that 
leadership soon discovered she was no 
ordinary volunteer. After two years, she 
was hired full-time.

Taylor Wycoff
Director of  Outreach and 
Education
CYGNET THEATRE 
COMPANY

As the Director of  
Outreach and Education, 

Taylor Wycoff  plans and executes all ed-
ucational programming including field 
trips, student matinees, theatre work-
shops and post-show forums for Cygnet 
Theatre Company. Working closely with 
the volunteer outreach committee, she 
coordinates and manages all community 
outreach events and also serves as dra-
maturge for every show in the season, 
providing context and in depth research 
on the plays for the cast and artistic team 
as well as the company’s development 
and marketing staff. A major spinal inju-
ry when she was a senior in high school 
sidelined her theatrical ambitions, but she 

learned to play the guitar in the hospital, 
eventually joining the Choral Scholars at 
USD — an elite singing group — and 
traveled extensively, even performing at 
the Vatican. But, her passion for theatre 
transformed into using it to educate the 
public about gender and racial discrim-
ination. She took courses to qualify for 
teaching young people and visited youth 
in juvenile detention, teaching them 
about the theatre. She also volunteers her 
time working with Young Playwrights 
and Mo`olelo Performing Arts Company.

2014 Team Winners
CBRE

Mike Bench
Associate

Melissa Foster Scofield
Associate Broker

Going into commer-
cial real estate is a call-
ing that requires a leap 
of  faith in your own 
abilities and the grit 
to endure non-salaried 
positions until you es-
tablish a client base and 
financial security. Both 
Mike Bench and Melis-
sa Foster Scofield found 
that creating communi-

ty outreach opportunities to help bolster 
professional connections was the path-
way to succeeding is this highly competi-
tive profession. 

Few people would be as tenacious 
as Mike Bench, who slept at CBRE’s 
building gym on a yoga map for four 
months until his first commissions came 
in. He learned very quickly that he had to 
prove himself  and create his own brand 
to survive. Today he specializes in selling 
and leasing industrial and R&D properties 
throughout the San Diego region. He 
was awarded the 2012 Rookie of  the 
Year Award under Colliers International 
for the Southern California region. Bench 
has even reached out with his friends and 
created a young professionals club called 
the OK Club in 2013. Starting with four 
members, there are now almost 200 with 
a mission to connect like-minded young 
professionals to support each other.

Melissa Foster Scofield learned early 
on that as hard as it is for a young nov-
ice, getting yourself  out in the industry 
community was the key to success. She 
jumped into various industry organi-
zations, including NAIOP, CREW and 
Toastmasters; joining NAIOP in her 
first year in the business. From partici-
pating in the NAIOP Developing Lead-
ers Mentorship Program as a mentee 
and a liaison to attending organization 

networking events, she was ultimately 
nominated by her peers in 2012 to serve 
on the NAIOP DL Council Board. Since 
2013, she has served as the board’s mem-
bership committee chair. She has been 
awarded the national Private Capital 
Group Excellence Award and San Diego 
Client Services Professional of  the Year 
Award by CBRE.

General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems, Inc.

Caleb Bartels
Lead Engineer, Avenger 
Landing Gear

John Brewer, Jr.
Electrical Engineer

Brandon Suarez
Lead Project Engineer, 
Aircraft Systems

Aeronautical engi-
neering requires peo-
ple that are uniquely 
skilled in complex the-
ory and practical appli-
cation. General Atomics 
has provided a proving 
ground that has fostered 
several exceptional 
young engineers on the 
cutting edge of  tech-
nology in industry and 
defense. 

In less than five 
years after graduating 

from college, Caleb Bartels has risen 
quickly to become a Landing Gear 
Design Team Lead and has contributed 
to General Atomic’s preliminary design 
of  the Navy’s Unmanned Carrier 
Launch and Strike System, leading a 
technical team in developing, presenting 
and defending a landing gear system 
design to Navy technical reviewers. He 
is able to lead multidisciplinary teams 
effectively despite having a great deal of  
responsibility with little authority.

John Brewer, Jr., joined General 
Atomics-ASI as an electrical engineer 

to continue work started in two previ-
ous summer internships. After only six 
months on the program Brewer was se-
lected to join a power electronics design 
team for the DARPA-funded HELLADS 
high-energy laser system, a technically 
challenging, multi-million dollar effort 
with a considerable staff  that focuses 
on the development of  leading-edge di-
rected energy laser technology. Over 
the next two years, Brewer constructed 
a cross-functional team of  more than a 
dozen engineers and technicians to sup-
port the design, parts procurement, as-
sembly, integration, and test of  the pow-
er subsystem. 

Brandon Suarez leads a collaborative 
team of  experts from the FAA, NASA, 
and several industry partners to bring 
together the technology needed for a 
proof-of-concept Sense and Avoid (SAA) 
system on a Predator B Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft (RPA) system. He is responsible 
for all of  the technical and programmatic 
aspects of  the project. Most recently, 
these technologies were brought together 
to form an airborne SAA system, which 
is the first of  its kind to fly on a RPA — a 
transformational change as this system is 
being used to develop a global standard 
that could enable commercial operations 
of  RPA in restricted airspace which will 
facilitate new commercial and scientific 
applications for RPA, such as disaster 
relief  and emergency response.

Shake Smart, Inc.
Kevin Gelfand 
President/CEO - Cofounder

Martin Reiman
Vice President - Cofounder

Kevin Gelfand and 
Martin Reiman, Sigma 
Chi fraternity brothers, 
joined forces while both 
were still undergrad-
uates at SDSU. They 
decided to develop a 
protein shake — but 
one that actually tasted 

good, was low in fat and 
conveniently offered either at or near a 
gym. With this, the idea of  Shake Smart 
was born. When their initial product of-
fering met their taste and nutrition ex-
pectations, the two students successfully 
raised startup capital; but locating their 
business on SDSU’s campus proved to 
be more of  a challenge. Aztec Shops, the 
auxiliary that controls the dining options 
on the San Diego State campus, had to be 
convinced; but convince them they did and 
the pair set up their first stand in 2011, be-
coming Aztec’s Shops first-ever on-cam-
pus business operated by SDSU students. 
Gelfand and Reiman have now grown 
Shake Smart from a single unit to a six 
store chain reaching from San Diego to 
San Francisco, with almost 100 employees 
in just three years. This has led to national 
exposure in Forbes and Inc magazine as 
well as locally in UT San Diego. Shake 
Smart has experienced incredible growth 
in a few short years, with an expansion 
pipeline for another six stores already set 
through 2015. The company has created 
more than 80 jobs in San Diego County 
alone, made healthy eating more accessi-
ble, and is forecasted to produce revenues 
of  more than $2 million this year. Respon-
sibilities are divided with Gelfand heading 
oversight and implementation of  com-
pany programs and culture, and Reiman 
developing and implementing operational 
strategy for national expansion.
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San Diego Business Journal EventON THE SCENE
2014 Emerging Generation: 25 in their 20’s

Photos by Bob Thompson

Additional photos from the event 
are at the following link:

http://fotowerkssd.smugmug.com. 

Gene Wycoff, Adrienne Helvie and Nancy Wycoff, all with CommerceWest Bank, Winner 
Taylor Wycoff, Cygnet Theatre Company

Reo Carr, Executive Editor, San 
Diego Business Journal

San Diego’s Hall of  Champions was the fitting backdrop for the 
San Diego Business Journals’ 2nd annual Emerging Generation: 25 in 
their 20’s awards event. On Wednesday, Dec. 3, close to 400 attendees 
gathered to honor 120 up-and-coming professional San Diegans from a 
wide variety of  sectors including legal, nonprofit, social media, health 
care and high tech. Awardees were acknowledged for their innovation 
and career achievements as well as their commitment to community 
causes. 

Support for the event was provided by title sponsor Wells Fargo, 
gold sponsor Barney & Barney and in association with LEAD San 
Diego.

Dan Adams, Title Sponsor Wells Fargo, Vicky Carlson, Sponsor LEAD San Diego, Winners 
Shana Wright, UC San Diego Center for Community Health, Holly Wells, Vertical PR + 
Marketing, LLC and Natalie Meehan, Acupuncture Express

Trish Kinsman, Rep100, Winner Matthew Clifford, Barnana, Deanna Bagdasar, RJS Law, 
Armon Mills, President & Publisher, San Diego Business Journal

Nels Jensen, Editor-in-Chief, San Diego 
Business Journal

Winner Erin Francis, Planned Parenthood of the 
Pacific Southwest and Vernita Gutierrez

Julie Feller, Abacus Data Systems, Inc. and  
Nick Feller, UC San Diego

Casey Wright, Winner Samantha Trent and Corey Wright, all with 
Wright Brothers Inc.

Joyce Suber, AVID/DFS, Channelle McNutt, San Diego State 
University, Patsy Armstrong, San Diego State University
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Steve Shea, Gold Sponsor Barney & Barney and  
Amy Wimer, Associate Publisher, San Diego  
Business Journal

Sarah Bacerra, Bridgepoint Education, Emily Pippin, Academy of Our Lady of Peace, 
Winner Skyler McCurine, Le Red Balloon, and Dana McCurine, McCurine Mediations & 
Judicate West

Stacey Shea, Alysia Parkinson and Lori Swain, all with 
Mitchell International, Inc.

Winners Martin Nuñez, UC San Diego Police 
Department and Agustin Peña, San Diego County 
District Attorney’s Office

Winners Jason Paguio, Parade Band 
Foundation, Inc. and Midori Wong, 
San Diego Unified School District

Winners Sophie Silvestri, San Diego Port 
Tenants Association, Martin Reiman and Kevin 
Gelfand, both with Shake Smart, Inc.

Winners Sandy Naranjo, United 
Food and Commercial Workers 
Local 135 and Melissa Deleon, 
Deleon Law

Naomi Wagner, Craftworks, Winner Samuel Wagner, 
Batu Biologics, and David Wagner, Craftworks

Winners Mike Bench and Melissa Foster Scofield, both 
with CBRE

Winners Molly Borchers, (W)right On Communications, Kristen Roberts, Trestle Law, 
APC, and Brandon Suarez, John Brewer, Jr., and Caleb Bartels, all with General Atomics 
Aeronautical Systems, Inc.

Dr. Sean Daneshmand, Winner Joelle Felton Lackey, and Marjan Mortazavi 
all with Miracle Babies

Winner Lauren Grattan, 
Natural High
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