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2014 CYBERSECURITY AWARDS

9191 Towne Centre Drive  l  Suite 180
San Diego, CA 92122
Phone: 1-800-726-3339  l  www.abacuslaw.com

Abacus Congratulates  
the Winners and Finalists of the

Judges
Tim Caulfi eld
The ANTARA Group

Tim Caulfield is 
an executive with ex-
tensive experience 
in cloud, colocation, 
managed and pro-

fessional services. Most recently, as 
founder and CEO of  The ANTARA 
Group, Caulfield assembled an elite 
group of  executives to provide exper-
tise to emerging, SMB, and enterprise 
clients. Previously Caulfield served as 
CEO of  American Internet Services, 
raising $89 million of  senior secured 
debt to transform the company from a 
regional to national corporation. Early 
in his career Caulfield worked in busi-
ness development, sales, and market-
ing at Gateway Computer and Sequent 
Computer Services (IBM), where he 
grew revenues in both U.S. and Latin 
American markets. 

An active community member, he 
serves on numerous boards, includ-
ing the local Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society board of  trustees, Quantitative 
Securities Research, BioCom, and 
CyberHive San Diego.

Mark Kohlheim
CACI Inc. 

Mark Kohlheim 
is a vice president at 
CACI Inc., joining the 
organization in March 
2013. He is the client 

executive for Space and Naval Warfare 
Systems Command (SPAWAR), affili-
ated Program Executive Offices (PEO’s) 
and associated Systems Centers and 
also the general manager of  the San 
Diego office. He previously served as 
vice president and CIO at Cubic Defense 
Applications, Inc. where he was respon-
sible for leading process improvements 
in engineering, manufacturing, quality 
assurance and information technol-
ogy across its global business units. 
Much of  his career; however, was in 
the service of  his country. In the Navy, 
Captain Mark Kohlheim served on nu-
merous tours in a variety of  positions. 
His commendations include the Legion 
of  Merit (four awards), Meritorious 
Service Medal (five awards), Navy 
Commendation Medal (two awards), 
Navy Achievement Medal (two awards) 
and various unit and expeditionary 
awards. Kohlheim prioritizes support-
ing educational and outreach organiza-
tions and serves on the advisory board 
for SDSU’s School of  Engineering. 

Dr. Gordon W. Romney
National University

Dr. Gordon W. 
Romney is a computer 
science/electrical en-
gineering professor at 
National University 

in San Diego. He was the architect 
and initial lead faculty of  the National 
University MS Cyber Security and 
Information Assurance program 
that is designated by NSA/DHS as a 
Center of  Academic Excellence. For 
20 years Romney has focused on devel-
oping cybersecurity technology in en-
trepreneural startups. He created six 
patents for e-commerce applications 
in cybersecurity. His accomplishments 
also include participating on the team 
that produced the banking ATM ma-
chine and assisting in the design of  the 
first word processors in the Japanese 
and Chinese language. In collabora-
tion with Brigham Young University, 
Claremont University and the Israeli 
Antiquities Agency, Romney digi-
tally signed all 10,000 fragments of  
the Dead Sea Scrolls. Romney cur-
rently is on the board of  advisors of  
CyberTECH of  San Diego. He is the 
author of  more than seventy publica-
tions.

Alan Watkins
ABW Consulting 
Services

Alan Watkins is 
currently an outside 
consultant and an ad-
junct professor for the 

Master of  Science in Cyber Security 
and Information Assurance Program 
at National University. Watkins teaches 
online classes in the areas of  cyberse-
curity toolkit usage, network defense 
and countermeasures, and cyber ethics. 
Watkins officially retired from the City 
of  San Diego after more than 36 years 
of  service working in IT first at City’s 
Metropolitan Wastewater Department 
then in the Department of  Information 
Technology, as the IT operations & 
security manager, acting deputy di-
rector and enterprise architecture and 
infrastructure manager where he was 
responsible for the City’s cybersecurity 
policies and programs, including spon-
sorship of  the National Cyber Security 
Awareness Month. 

His career at the City started with 
12 years as a sworn peace officer where 
he became involved with technology 
systems and helped create data collec-
tion tools and systems to aid officers 
including the creation of  standardized 
forms to normalize arrest and crime 
data.
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ony, Home Depot, Target, the governments of  Canada, Iran, 
Israel and Estonia, Hong Kong’s Occupy Central protesters 
— an incongruous group of  international corporations, 
mega retailers, nations and activists. However, there is one 
overriding issue that they all, unfortunately, have in common. 

Each has experienced crippling invasions of  their software infrastructures 
resulting in millions — sometimes billions — of  dollars in losses along 
with disruptions that have taken untold damage to their reputations 
and effectiveness. The world has a thriving new criminal industry with 
digital hackers from 15-year-old technology wizards to vast enterprises 
sponsored by rival countries. Protecting our critical infrastructure from 
these new millennium thieves is a dedicated breed of  cyber warriors 
who are armed with the latest defensive tools to thwart these invasions 
of  our most private information. This supplement is dedicated to those 
individuals and companies in this emerging field of  cybersecurity.  

On December 9, the San Diego Business Journal helped honor these 
experts and innovators at an awards breakfast at San Diego’s prestigious 
University Club. We joined with presenting sponsors Securing Our eCity 
(SOeC) Foundation and CyberTECH, along with gold sponsors Abacus 
Data Systems, Inc., ESET North America and TE Connectivity for the 2014 
Cybersecurity Awards. Special recognition was announced for four local 
San Diegans who have been proactive in their commitments to safeguard 

our companies, universities, government and children in cyberspace. A 
Lifetime Achievement Award was given to SDG&E’s Jessie J. Knight; 
an Exemplary Service Award was presented to San Diego Police Chief  
Shelley Zimmerman; a Community Leadership Award was presented 
to Liz Fraumann of  Securing our eCity Foundation; and a Technology 
Innovation Award was given to Rob Chandhok for his pioneering work at 
Qualcomm. We also wish to thank the judges for their time and dedication 
— Tim Caulfield of  the ANTARA Group; Mark Kohlheim, with CACI 
Inc.; Dr. Gordon Romney with National University; and, Alan Watkins, 
with ABW Consulting Services. 

Lifetime Achievement Award
Jessie J. Knight, Jr.
Sempra Energy

San Diego Gas and
Electric (SDG&E) 
stresses community 
support as a key compo-

nent of  its commitment to 3.4 million 
customers in San Diego and southern 
Orange County. Chairman and CEO 
Jessie J. Knight Jr., not only challenges 
his teams to get involved; but, leads 
his organization by example. Today’s 
digital lives are synonymous with ac-
cess to energy. SDG&E is a leader in 
their policies and processes to ensure 
Southern Californians can depend on 
an uninterrupted supply.

An experienced leader in San Diego, 
Knight, who also is executive vice pres-
ident of  external affairs for Sempra 
Energy, understands that cybersecu-
rity is a key element that knits the re-
gion’s critical infrastructure together. 
To help ensure San Diegans all have 
an opportunity to become cyber-aware 
and educated, under Knight’s guid-
ance, SDG&E is actively involved in 
Securing Our e-City – helping to pro-
vide resources to continue to help build 
San Diego as a safe cyber-harbor and 
educate 21st century cyber-defenders. 
SDG&E shares the vision, understand-
ing and importance of  cybersecurity 
and prioritizes its contribution to help 
make San Diego a cyber-safe commu-
nity. 

Exemplary Service Award
Chief Shelley 
Zimmerman
San Diego Police 
Department

After serving the 
San Diego Police 

Department for 31 years, Shelley 
Zimmerman became the first woman 
police chief  in the city’s history. Chief  
Zimmerman took on the complex 
responsibilities of  keeping a major 
metropolitan city safe and secure – 
both on the streets and in cyberspace. 
She is involved in supporting the 
City of  San Diego’s Cybersecurity 
Awareness effort to educate citizens 
about the potential dangers of  using 
the Internet and email, and the simple 
steps that can be taken to help protect 
against cyber-attacks, fraud, identity 
theft, and other malicious activities. 
The city is participating in a global 
cybersecurity campaign, launched 
in 2010, as part of  an ongoing effort 
among private sector companies, 
nonprofit organizations, and 
government agencies to help everyone 
stay safe in cyberspace entitled STOP. 
THINK. CONNECT.

Chief  Zimmerman has received nu-
merous awards and citations through-
out her career which has included 
the San Diego Press Club Headliner 
of  the Year award for her under-
cover work; the San Diego Business 
Journal’s Woman Who Mean Business 
Exemplary Award for her civic in-
volvement with both the business 
and residential communities; the San 
Diego Police Foundation Women in 
Blue Award; and the Gold Key Award 
from the Hotel/Motel Association for 
her commitment to the hospitality and 
tourism industry.

Community Leadership Award
Liz Fraumann
Securing Our eCity 
Foundation

Liz Fraumann is the 
executive director of  
the Securing Our eCity 

Foundation which is focused on help-
ing San Diego become a community 
where we can all live, work and play 
in a cyber-safe environment. This is 
done through community awareness 
programs, education and actual pre-
paredness exercises.

Prior to this role, Fraumann was 
the director of  marketing at ESET 
North America where she helped the 
organization more than double its 
market awareness in North America. 
Fraumann is a seasoned veteran of  the 
high-tech industry, with a broad back-
ground in marketing and marketing 
communications and spans years of  
experience with industry giants such 
as NCR and IBM, as well as smaller 
and start up organizations.

In addition, Fraumann has pro-
vided independent marketing con-
sulting, and gained experience in the 
nonprofit sector with organizations 
such as UNIX International and the 
Australian UNIX User Group. Under 
her direction, the Australian UNIX 
User Group hosted their largest con-
ference and exposition and started 
state chapters across the country. 
She has received numerous awards 
throughout her career.

Technology Innovation Award
Rob Chandhok
Qualcomm Incorporated

Rob Chandhok 
holds more than 22 
patents in software 
technologies. He has 

served as president of  Qualcomm 
Interactive Platforms and senior vice 
president of  Qualcomm Technologies, 
Inc. where he was responsible for 
strategies that address how people 
can take advantage of  the Internet 
of  Everything, wearable computing 
and augmented reality. In his time at 
Qualcomm, Chandhok spearheaded the 
strategic development for some of  the 
company’s most significant projects. 
Chandhok also led Qualcomm Internet 
Services. He was a key member of  the 
management team that developed and 
launched the company’s Brew mobile 
software business, and he also led 
engineering and market development 
efforts for QChat, VoIP push-to-talk 
over CDMA IP data, a technology 
subsequently licensed by Sprint-Nextel. 

Prior to that, Chandhok served as 
chief  product officer of  SunRocket. He 
established the company’s San Diego of-
fices and brought his vision for IP-based 
home-centric data communications 
products and services to the company. 
In 1993, Chandhok served as president 
of  Within Technology, a company he 
founded to commercialize research and 
new product development in the area 
of  computer-mediated communication. 
Early in his career, Chandhok worked 
as a research computer scientist for 
more than 10 years at the Carnegie 
Mellon School of  Computer Science, 
his alma mater. 

Armon Mills
President & Publisher

Letter From The San Diego Business Journal

Awards of  Distinction

S
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Gary Hayslip
Chief  Information Security Officer
City of San Diego

As chief  information 
security officer for the City 
of  San Diego, Gary Hayslip 
has operated on the premise 
of  “continuous assessment, 
continuous mitigation.” He 
uses industry best prac-
tices such as the SANS 20 

Critical Security Controls to assess the deployment 
of  the City’s current cybersecurity controls and uses 
the assessment recommendations to update his cy-
bersecurity five year project roadmap. He also has 
been instrumental in introducing the deployment of  
the Open Web Application Security Project’s top 10 
application vulnerabilities list as a template for city 
software developers to use as a check sheet.

Hayslip brings 26 years of  experience from the 
U.S. Navy to this position. His expertise crosses a 
wide range of  information technology positions 
including software developer, network architect, 
information security engineer and auditor to his cur-
rent position. He uses his extensive experience from 
these diverse fields to continually assess the city’s 
disparate networks and deploy overlapping security 
controls. He has proven himself  to be an instrumen-
tal member of  the city’s Department of  Information 
Technology team. Hayslip is involved with a num-
ber of  industry associations and is currently on the 

boards of  advisors for CyberHive, the Centre for 
Strategic Cyberspace & Security Science and Brier & 
Thorn. He is the co-chair of  the critical infrastruc-
ture workgroup for Securing Our eCity Foundation. 

Christopher Simpson
Associate Professor
National University, School 
of Engineering & Computing

Chris Simpson is the 
lead faculty for the Master 
of  Science degree pro-
gram in Cyber Security & 
Information Assurance, 
within the School of  
Engineering & Computing 

at National University. The curriculum for the mas-
ter’s program teaches students about best practices 
and use of  NIST standards, as well as guidelines 
such as COBIT and ISO. National University is 
recognized by the National Security Agency and 
Department of  Homeland Security as a Center of  
Academic Excellence in Information Assurance for 
its  cybersecurity program — one of  just eight des-
ignated centers in California and the only one in 
San Diego County. In addition to his teaching du-
ties, Simpson acts as the director of  the National 
University Center for Cyber Security. His expertise 
centers on information assurance, cloud security, 

vulnerability assessment, and knowledge manage-
ment. Simpson’s background includes a career in the 
U.S. Navy. He retired in October 2009 after 27 years 
of  service.

Simpson is the president of  the San Diego 
Chapter of  ISSA (Information Systems Security 
Association). He volunteers his time mentoring high 
school and middle school students for the San Diego 
Mayor’s Cup annual cyber competition.

Darin Andersen
Chairman and Founder
CyberTECH (CyberHive/
IHive)
CyberUnited

Darin Andersen is a 
cybersecurity professional 
and the founder/CEO of  
CyberUnited, Inc., a cy-
bersecurity and analysis 
firm focused on big data 

and predictive analytics. He also is the chairman and 
founder of  CyberTECH, a unique sustainable non-
profit focused in the area of  high technology and cy-
bersecurity. CyberTECH services include two shared 
workspaces and incubators (CyberHive and iHive) 
that are dedicated to companies building cybersecu-
rity and Internet of  Things products and services. 

continued on page A25

Winners
Critical Infrastructure

Education

Internet of Things
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Congratulations  
to the  

Winners and Finalists 
of the Cybersecurity 

Awards

continued from page A24

continued on page A26

The organization produces local and national events 
to educate the community about the importance of  
implementing cybersecurity policies and procedures 
and has dedicated its mission to raising awareness, 
promoting economic development, and stimulating 
innovation that will help make our nation secure and 
prepare for the growing number of  sophisticated cy-
ber-attacks.

Before founding CyberUnited, Andersen was the 
general manager, North America for Norman Data 
Defense Systems, a global leader and pioneer in pro-
active security solutions and forensics malware tools. 
In 2011 he received an Exemplary Performance 
Award for Cybersecurity by the San Diego Business 
Journal and in 2010 he was named a “Top Influential” 
by The Daily Transcript. Andersen created the 
“Securing Our eCity” initiative (now a private foun-
dation) at his former employer, ESET, where he was 
chief  operating officer. The initiative was recognized 
by The White House as the “Best Local/Community 
Plan” DHS National Cybersecurity Awareness 
Challenge. 

Chloe Crisostomo
Student
Mira Mesa High School

Chloe Crisostomo is 
on a fast-track to be a cy-
bersecurity warrior. She is 
the brigade commander for 
the local JROTC and is a 
member of  the Mira Mesa 
AFJROTC. She is a key 
player in the Mira Mesa 

AFJROTC cyber squad, participating in the 2013/14 
San Diego Mayors’ Cyber Cup and The Securing 
Our eCity Foundation (SOeC) Cyber Boot Camp. 
Through additional activities sponsored by SOeC, 
she has competed at numerous other cybersecurity 
drill competitions on teams, placing third overall 
in the international High School CyberLympics in 
2013 and first in the CyberPatriot West Regional 
Recognition Round in 2014. She tutors fellow stu-
dents in the Kitty Hawk Air Society twice a week, 
specializing in math. 

Crisostomo is dedicated to community ser-
vice, even at her young age. She has volunteered at 
the Balboa Naval Medical Center and St. Vincent 
de Paul’s food pantry. She also performs in the 
Kealohilani Dance Community. She is a natural born 
leader and a top scholar with a cumulative GPA of  
4.35. She will likely be entering the United States 
Air Force Academy in the spring.

Gavin Worden
Manager, Vulnerability & Incident 
Management
Sempra Energy

Gavin Worden has 
volunteered a significant 
amount of  time as a men-
tor for the Mira Mesa High 
School Cyber Team. For 
the past two years, he has 
mentored the team for both 

the San Diego Mayor’s Cyber Cup Competition and 
CyberPatriot. Under his mentorship team partic-
ipation has increased from a dozen cadets to more 
than forty team members. The team has garnered 
an impressive array of  accomplishments including 
two teams advancing to semifinals for the first time 
at CyberPatriot IV; finishing third in California in 
CyberPatriot V; and finishing first in California and 
first in the West Region in CyberPatriot VI. In the 
Mayor’s Cyber Cup Competition, the team finished 
in third place and won $1,000 for the school and in-
vitations to the Cyber Boot Camp.

In addition to his technical expertise, Worden’s 
professional demeanor sets a great example for the 
young team members. One of  his strengths is his 
ability to speak on the level of  the cadets so they 
understand the concepts he is presenting. He also 
strongly emphasizes the ethics involved in what they 
are learning and doing. In addition to his own men-
torship, Worden helps new mentors get started and 
provides great advice on how to work with a team.

Millennial Volunteer
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Congratulations  
Darin Andersen

Founder, CyberTECH and CyberUnited

Internet of Things

winner of 

What if you had a technology platform that could dramatically decrease the 
costs of performing your marketing activities and help your team get a lot  
more marketing done? ZUZA’s Marketing Asset Management platform,  
or ZUZA MAM™,  delivers these benefits by automating your marketing materials 
supply chain, providing an end-to-end solution that manages the creation, 
production and fulfillment of your organization’s marketing materials and  
ensures brand compliance with its robust template capabilities.

ZUZA MAM technology boosts effectiveness  
and reduces costs in these areas:

Learn more about ZUZA’s MAM  
technology at zuzamam.com  
or call 760.438.9411.

Leverage technology to boost 
your marketing effectiveness 
and brand consistency while  
reducing costs.

™ 

Judy Brown
Volunteer
Retired – DHS

Judy Brown is a dedicated vol-
unteer, donating more than 300 
hours to the efforts of  Securing 
Our eCity Foundation. Her years 
of  experience as the training co-
ordinator for the Department of  
Homeland Security have proved 

invaluable to the nonprofit and its goals.

Madeline Cahill
Larry Campitiello
Partner
Cahill & 
Campitiello LLP

M a d e l i n e 
Cahill and Larry 
Campitiello are 
partners in a law 
firm focused in 
the area of  data 
security and fo-
rensic law, with 
an emphasis in 

labor and employment law matters. As legal counsel, 
they work with clients to create proactive, preventa-
tive cybersecurity policies and strategies to address 
each type of  client’s unique needs. They focus on 
providing a legal assessment of  risks and educating 

clients on the legal implications of  cybersecurity 
threats and breaches as they can affect the company 
both internally and externally.

Susan Crowe
Cyber Training Project Manager
Leidos

Susan Crowe, cyber training 
project manager at Leidos, runs 
CyberNEXS™, an educational 
program based in San Diego 
designed to encourage youth 
and young professionals to en-
ter career fields in cybersecurity. 

Crowe has been involved with the San Diego Mayor’s 
Cup, Air Force Association’s CyberPatriot, Global 
CyberLympics, and the Maryland Cyber Challenge, 
helping to create an atmosphere that enables the stu-
dents to competitively enjoy the challenge of  testing 
their cybersecurity skills at every level.

Aureliand Cunanan
Cybersecurity Incident Response Team Lead
Leidos

Aureliand “Rollie” Cunanan 
leads the Leidos Cybersecurity 
Incident Response Team. At the 
first signs of  a client’s compro-
mise, infection, or other breach, 
he and his team support critical 

infrastructure to analyze, remediate and restore their 
operations. He and his team have worked with a va-
riety of  critical infrastructure clients in industries 
such as financial services, health care, telecommuni-
cations, manufacturing, defense and technology.

Mike Davis
Cyber Security Consultant
CISO-SD / SCIAP

Mike Davis has given a signif-
icant amount of  time to advanc-
ing cyber security in San Diego 
He shares a wealth of  knowledge 
through numerous professional 
associations including IEEE, 
NDIA, AFCEA, NDIA WID 

and ACT-IAC. As a retired naval officer and retired 
government civil servant, he draws on a depth of  
knowledge based on his operational experience and 
observations and conveys this information, which is 
sometimes difficult and technical in nature, in under-
standable layman’s terms.

continued from page A25 

continued on page A27

Finalists
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Train your employees  
on Fire Safety today!

Since 1972, the Burn Institute has been the 

local authority on fire and burn prevention, 

specializing in education, burn survivor 

support services and protecting our 

community. When you choose the Institute 

for your training, you are not only protecting 

your employees and business, but assisting 

local burn survivors and providing education 

to prevent future tragedy. 

For a nominal fee, the Burn Institute will 

provide your employees with this valuable 

training and ensure that your business is 

OSHA compliant. Fee includes equipment 

and course completion certificates.

Why should I train my employees?

Trained Employees:

•	Respond with greater confidence 
to  emergency situations.

•	Use portable extinguishers 
with nearly  three times greater 
effectiveness.

•	Can help reduce or eliminate 
property  loss due to fire.

•	Can help reduce or eliminate 
production downtime and loss  
of valuable materials.

•	Can help reduce injuries and  
Save Lives!

858.541.2277 (ext.13) | www.burninstitute.org
Proceeds from this program will support the important work of the Burn Institute such as fire and burn prevention 
education programs, fund burn research and treatment and support burn survivor support programs such as Camp 
Beyond The Scars for burn-injured children. The Burn Institute is a 501(c)3 charitable organization.

CaLL on ThE ExpERTS
and do something good for those who need it most

continued from page A26

continued on page A28  

Ryan Fay
Director, IT and Purchasing
ACI Specialty Benefits

Although ACI Specialty 
Benefits is not a security tech-
nology company, the company 
makes it a priority to pursue and 
create security best practices in 
line with its core value of  inno-

vation. Under the guidance of  Ryan Fay, director of  
IT and purchasing, ACI prioritizes cybersecurity to 
deliver a solid infrastructure for its clients to trust 
and build upon.

Maggey Felix
Director, Marketing and Operations
CyberTECH

Maggey Felix is a master 
strategist and a relentless advo-
cate for the growth and success 
of  the cybersecurity community 
in San Diego. She dedicates many 
hours to outreach to bring as 

many individuals and organizations as possible the 
timely information they need to protect themselves 
in the digital age.

Jerome Fodor
Chief  Technology Officer
Abacus Data Systems, Inc.

Jerome Fodor designed the 
Abacus Private Cloud solution 
from the ground up. From pro-
curing hardware to configuring 
systems and building the team, 
he is a dedicated and detail-ori-

ented engineer. He has built a stable, reliable and se-
cure solution that meets the ethical and regulatory 
requirements of  clients and enables Abacus to offer 
clients a 5-9’s level of  service — the best in the in-
dustry.

John Gormally
Volunteer
Cal State San Marcos

John Gormally has been an 
invaluable asset to Cal State San 
Marcos (CSUSM) in the area of  
cybersecurity. He has volunteered 
countless hours, organizing and 
helping fund a multi-week inten-

sive malware/ethical hacking practicum for under-
graduate students. He has been a key community 
supporter who has helped CSUSM develop the cir-
riculum for a new Professional Science Masters in 
Cybersecurity.

Tim Hamon
Senior Forensic Examiner
Regional Computer Forensics 
Laboratory

Tim Hamon, in addition to 
his job at the FBI/ San Diego’s 
Regional Computer Forensic 
Laboratory, is a popular pre-
senter at cybersecurity confer-

ences. He is a true cyber-warrior, down to dressing 
the part of  a super-hero or caped wizard ready to 
slay the cyber-beasts. His presentations are most en-
tertaining, while getting across a serious message.

 

Ted Harrington
Executive Partner
Independent Security Evaluators

Ted Harrington has become 
a tireless advocate, educating 
many communities and indus-
tries about both security and the 
impact of  the industry on San 
Diego. This year, he was invited 

to speak at 17 different conferences across the coun-
try. An impassioned activist, he has been tapped for 
several special appointments that serve a number of  
industry needs including. serving on the Security 
Group of  the Entertainment Technology Center 
Project Cloud for USC. 
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continued from page A27

Brett Helm
Chairman & CEO
DB Networks

Brett Helm is the visionary 
behind DB Networks whose tech-
nology is based on continuous 
monitoring and machine learning 
behavioral analysis to identify cy-

ber attacks in real-time. After four years of  devel-
opment, DB Networks now has a product in market 
that is protecting financial services, federal govern-
ment, health care, and many other critical infrastruc-
ture systems. 

 

Blake Hern        
Director - Information Security & Compliance
Encore Capital Group

Encore Capital Group holds 
the data of  approximately one in 
five Americans. The sheer volume 
of  sensitive data requiring protec-
tion makes what Blake Hern does 

a feat in itself. This data, along with the organiza-
tion’s industry leading analytical data, makes for an 
attractive target which requires the highest level of  
protection. In 2011, Hern joined Encore to lead the 
organization in creating the needed layers of  pro-
tection. He has created a culture and mindset within 
the Encore organization of  ‘Security First’ thinkers. 

Chadric Humphreys
Founder & Creative Director
Diseño Communications

Diseño Communications, led 
by Founder and Creative Director 
Chadric Humphreys, has volun-
teered countless hours and re-
sources to position San Diego as a 

global cybersecurity center. As a founding member 
and the pro-bono marketing and communications 
firm for the Cyber Center of  Excellence, Humphreys 
and Diseño developed the messaging and branding 
that has helped the newly formed nonprofit foster 
collaboration within the cyber community.

Scott King
Manager Cybersecurity
Sempra Energy

Scott King has been instrumen-
tal in pushing the cybersecurity 
program at Sempra to be more 
intelligence and analytics focused 
rather than reactionary. His pro-

active posture has resonated with the local cyber-
security community. Sempra is a leader in critical 
infrastructure cybersecurity and acts as a mentor 
with its practices to other utilities throughout San 
Diego County. 

Nicholas Lane
Technical Instructor
New Horizons Computer Learning 
Centers of Southern California

Nick Lane has a unique ability 
to get the cybersecurity message 
across. He wears his heart on his 
sleeve and has an insatiable desire 

to explain information perfectly, entertain people and 
make them laugh. A frequent comment that students 
make in his customer service surveys is that he held 
their attention and was never boring. Lane has been 
a Top 25 Technical Instructor Worldwide for New 
Horizons twice, and was named the top Technical 
Instructor in Southern California. 

Leo Maduzia
Senior Vice President, Chief  Technology 
Compliance & Risk Officer
San Diego County Credit Union

According to Leo Maduzia the 
three components of  a holistic and 
cooperative approach to security 
— people, procedures and tech-

nology — must be present to adequately safeguard 
an organization. With over 25 years of  experience 
in security and risk management, Maduzia was in-
strumental in taking SDCCU’s holistic approach 
to security to the next level by developing and im-
plementing a comprehensive security training pro-
gram that ensures every employee is educated and 
informed about the company’s security policy, proce-
dure and potential risks. 

Scott Maxwell
Senior Vice President, Chief  IT Security 
Officer
San Diego County Credit Union

In the nearly 20 years that Scott 
Maxwell has worked for SDCCU, 
the cybersecurity landscape has 
undergone drastic changes as new 

threats are constantly emerging due to the evolution 
of  the Internet. During his time at the credit union, 
Maxwell has been instrumental in implementing 
policies and procedures, developing and enhancing 
critical infrastructure to protect the physical and cy-
ber-based assets essential to the organizations oper-
ations and customer safety.

Richard “Rick” McElroy
Director of  Information Security
Bridgepoint Education, Inc.

Rick McElroy has been instru-
mental in creating and maintain-
ing a successful Infosec program 
for Bridgepoint Education. He has 
expanded his technical expertise 

and passion for cybersecurity throughout the San 
Diego community through continued education sup-
port, volunteering, and continued partnerships such 
as Secure Our e-City, CyberHive, and Cyberfest pro-
grams. His volunteer efforts have also extended to 
educating school children and young adults about 
cyber safety.

Bill Sullivan
Technical Instructor
New Horizons Computer Learning 
Centers of Southern California

Bill Sullivan walks into every 
one of  his classes with his own 
experiences in technologies that 
help the understanding of  the top-

ics of  the day and place them in the context of  our 
world. He has been recognized as a Top 25 Technical 
Instructor in the World for New Horizons multiple 
times, and has been the Top Technical Instructor in 
Southern California. 

Dennis Thibodeaux
Technical Instructor
New Horizons Computer Learning 
Centers of Southern California

Dennis Thibodeaux considers 
his best practice is to remember 
that it is his students who inspire 
and teach him the most. With many 

from challenging backgrounds, he feels he owes them 
his best effort, every day. Thibodeaux travels around 
the country to deliver classes, including for the mili-
tary and veterans. In 2014, he has taught four CEH 
classes, three CASP classes, six CISM classes, one 
SMSP class, one ISSAP class and four CISSP courses.

Ford Winslow
Chief  Risk Officer
centrexIT

As the chief  risk officer for cen-
trexIT, Ford Winslow coordinates 
the security operations team for 
managing cyber risk, business de-
velopment and partner program 

management, sales and revenue generation along 
with marketing and product development. He is 
co-author of  the Good Informatics Practices series 
of  books providing industry guidance on topics in-
cluding: risk management, cloud and infrastructure, 
validation and verification, data management, train-
ing and security.
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Photos by Bob Thompson
Additional photos from the event are at the 
following link:http://fotowerkssd.smugmug.com. 

Volunteer Winner Gavin Worden, Sempra Energy and Gold 
Sponsor Chad Nelley, ESET North America

Millennial Winner Chloe 
Crisostomo, Mira Mesa High 
School 

Veronica Amores, Leo Maduzia, and Carolyn Floyd, all with San 
Diego County Credit Union

Rusty Sailors, LP3-SecurIT and Chadric Humphreys, Diseño 
Communications 

Education Winner Christopher 
Simpson, National University, 
School of Engineering & 
Computing

Community Leadership Award 
Recipient Liz Fraumann, 
Securing Our eCity Foundation

Judge Tim Caulfi eld, The 
ANTARA Group

Left to right: Caleb Moran, Alexander Paul, Julie Feller, Ronald Skolnik, 
Alessandra Lezama, Brian Blakistone, and Jerome Fodor, all with Gold 
Sponsor Abacus Data Systems, Inc.

Judge Gordon Romney, Ph.D., 
National University

Critical Infrastructure Winner 
Gary Hayslip, City of San Diego

Joye Blount, U.S. Bank and Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award Recipient Jessie J. Knight, Sempra 
Energy

Exemplary Service Award Recipient Chief Shelley 
Zimmerman, San Diego Police Department and Reo 
Carr, Executive Editor, San Diego Business Journal

continued from page A36

San Diego Business Journal EventON THE SCENE

On December 9, the San Diego Business Journal helped 
honor local cybersecurity leaders and innovators at the 2014 
Cybersecurity Awards breakfast at San Diego’s prestigious 
University Club. The Journal joined with presenting sponsors 
Securing Our eCity (SOeC) Foundation and CyberTECH, along 
with gold sponsors Abacus Data Systems, Inc., ESET North 
America and TE Connectivity. The event was attended by more 
than 125 guests.

The awards program focused on the region’s emerging ex-
perts who are at the forefront of  the latest trends in securing 
our digital domain and the ever-increasing intrusion from for-
eign and domestic sources into our online privacy.
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