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FAST 100
Letter from the San Diego Business Journal

If the health of the San Diego regional economy is, indeed, driven by the strength 
of our innovation economy, then we are in great shape. 

Our 15th annual ranking of the fastest-growing privately held companies in San 
Diego County includes companies of all types and sizes and, as you would expect, 
has a sense of place with companies from our key sectors and lifestyles. But it clearly 
is dominated by the growth in tech, whether it is the vibrant life science community 
or digital marketing and SAAS platforms and, especially, e-commerce.

To qualify for the 2018 list of the 100 Fastest-Growing Private Companies, a company 
must have been established with recorded revenue in January 2015, still be in business 
and have reported total revenue of at least $350,000 in 2015. Companies were required 
to provide document and attestation of annual revenue from 2015 through 2017.

Ironically, the top two companies on the list – No. 1 Beauty Bakerie Cosmetics 
Brand Inc. and No. 2 Scientist.com – each struggled to stay in business until finding 
the right business model and approach. You can read their stories and others in the 
Top 10 beginning on Page 18.

The list includes big companies such as davisReed Construction, which had revenues 
of $235 million in 2017, and Veyo and Cali Bamboo, which each had more than $100 
million in revenue.

There are scores of young companies, and one “slow” company, Cart Mart, which 
makes golf  carts and other slow speed vehicles and has been in business since 1959.

There are repeat companies. Satellite components maker Space Micro Systems has 
been on the list 10 times.  Jackson Design and Remodeling and Rescue / The Behavior 
Change Agency have been on the list seven times each.

There are companies from legacy industries as well – a nursery, law firm, logistics 
company, realtors and food companies.

Most of all, it is a list of local success stories, ones worth celebrating.
Special thanks to our event keynote speaker, Ashok Kamal, executive director of 

Tech Coast Angels – San Diego, who delivered a concise yet inspiring message for the 
100 companies living in the fast lane of business and product development.

We would also like to thank the sponsors who made our July 19 recognition event 
possible: title sponsor Cox Business; gold sponsors AbacusNext, RSM US and Torrey 
Pines Bank; and in association with GreenRope.

Barbara Chodos   
President & Publisher 

Nels Jensen 
Editor In Chief
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What people are saying about being among the 2018 100 Fastest-Growing Private Companies
“It’s an honor to be named as one of the fastest 
growing companies in San Diego for the third 
year in a row. In 2016 we received 8th place. In 
2017 we received 22nd place. This year we were 
number 18. We work every day to increase the 
VALUE we bring to clients at Ignite Visibility. By 
doing so, we look to continue our great growth 
path, primarily for our clients, but also for our 

own business. Thank you to the San Diego Business Journal for 
this award last night. It was a fun event.”
-John Lincoln, Co-founder and CEO, Ignite Visbility

“3 years in a row. Fastest growing 
company event for San Diego 
Business Journal. #62 this year. #40 
last year, #5 2016. Hopefully we make 
the top 100 for at least 5 years. As 
you grow revenues, those percents 
get harder and harder to top. Just 
happy to be included. Happy staff, 

happy clients!!#success”
-Innesa Burrola, President of Boutique Recruiting

“Scientist.com was named the number 2 fastest-growing company 
by San Diego Business Journal. Thank you for the support and 
congratulations to all of the other finalists. We are proud to be a part 
of the San Diego community!”
-Scientist.com

“We are honored to announce that SoftClouds was awarded the 
“100 Fastest Growing Private Companies in San Diego (2018)” by 
the San Diego Business Journal. We are sincerely thankful for this 
award and recognition. Our team at SoftClouds and our wonderful 
customers are the reason we thrive.”
-SoftClouds
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 To learn more, call (800) 760-7238 
coxbusiness.com/capabilities

 LET US HELP EXPAND 
YOUR CAPABILITIES.

© 2017 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

VOICE
Our cloud-based hosted 
voice solutions include 
mobility features that allow 
you to be reachable and 
productive from anywhere.

SECURITY
Increase your network’s 
reliability, performance 
and security by off-loading 
your network security 
management.

MANAGED NETWORK 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Reduce your IT and 
management costs with 
our scalable, professionally 
designed network solutions.

 

With managed service options from Cox Business, we can proactively resolve issues
so you don’t have to. That frees up your day to focus on what matters: your business.
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FAST 100

n By MARIEL CONCEPCION

Cashmere Nicole’s life is truly a “make 
something out of nothing” success story.

While in high school, Nicole got preg-
nant and ended up a single mother, broke 
and on government-assistance programs. 
Still, she didn’t let her financial strains 
and status deter her from achieving her 
personal goals. She put herself  through 
college, and then through nursing school, 
all while raising her daughter.

But San Diego-based Nicole wanted 
more. In 2011, she founded what is now 
known as full-fledged cosmetics brand 
Beauty Bakerie. The line launched with 
a smudge-free, long-lasting, highly-pig-
mented and waterproof lipstick called 
“Lip Whip,” because she wanted to simpli-
fy the lives of wearers by cutting down on 
the amount of time they’d have to retouch 
their makeup in one day.

A year into creating the promising 
product, another curve ball was thrown 
her way. In 2012, Nicole found a lump in 
her breast, and, as a result, had a double 
mastectomy.

Once again, Nicole turned a negative 
into a positive and decided, as a result of 
her diagnosis and the treatment she en-
dured, to make her products as natural as 
possible. She continued to create, but this 
time with a focus on 100-percent vegan, 
nontoxic and cruelty-free creations.

Although she hit a few more bumps 
in the road, Nicole’s hard work began to 
slowly pay off. 

In 2014, Beyonce gave her a boost by 
way of an article on Beyonce’s website. 
While that attention did not lead to a 
significant increase in sales, it did lead 
to additional media exposure in several 
national outlets. The business did not 
take off  until mid-2015, after she taken a 
two-month break.

In 2017, Nicole partnered with Olympic 
gymnast Gabby Douglas and created five 
new lipstick offerings with her. The same 
year, Beauty Bakerie received a $3 million 
seed investment from Unilever Ventures, 
the investment arm of heavyweight Uni-
lever, to continue to expand and meet 
consumer demand.

Today, Beauty Bakerie, which manufac-
tures all of its products in Southern Cal-
ifornia, has 30 employees and three local 
stores and sells a full line of cosmetics that 
include eyebrow gels, illuminators and 
more in over 15 online retailers. It is also 
sold in 120 countries and 50 retail stores 
worldwide, including Forever 21-owned 
Riley Rose and 40 Wojooh stores in Dubai 
and Saudi Arabia. 

In 2017, Beauty Bakerie made $3.7 
million in revenue, a 757 percent growth 
from 2015, which brought in $430,000. 
Forbes estimated the company’s value at 
more than $15 million in 2017 and San 
Diego Business Journal named it its No. 1 
Fastest-Growing Company in 2018.

“Our success is due to us understanding 
our customers and who they are,” Nicole 
said, adding that it helps that Beauty Bak-
erie only delivers “good quality products.”

Beauty Bakerie’s Recipe: Quality and Perseverance

Today, Beauty Bakerie, which manufactures all 
of its products in Southern California, has 30 
employees and three local stores and sells a full 
line of cosmetics...

Photo by Bob Hoffman Video and Photography

Cashmere Nicole founded her business from a desire to reduce time spent retouching makeup.

BEAUTY BAKERIE COSMETICS BRAND INC.
FOUNDER: Cashmere Nicole

LOCATION: 

9920 Pacific Heights Blvd., Suite 100

San Diego 92121

2017 REVENUE: $3.71 million

2015 – 2017 GROWTH: 757 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME 
EMPLOYEES: 25

WEBSITE: www.beautybakerie.com

1
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   Fastest-Growing Private Companies Ranked by percent of verified 
revenue growth from 2015 to 2017
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RSM US LLP is the U.S. member firm of RSM International, a global network of independent audit, tax and consulting firms. Visit rsmus.com/aboutus for more information regarding RSM US LLP and RSM International.

SEE CHALLENGES BEFORE THEY’RE CHALLENGING. 

To make confident decisions about the future, middle market 
leaders need a different kind of advisor. One who starts by 
understanding where you want to go and then brings the ideas 
and insights of an experienced global team to help get you there. 

Experience the power of being understood.  
Experience RSM.

rsmus.com 

We’re up to  speed,  
so you can go full speed.

FASTEST-GROWING PRIVATE COMPANIES
Ranked by percent of verified revenue growth from 2015 to 2017

Rank

Company
Address
Website
Phone

Percent Growth
in revenue from

2015 - 2017

Revenue
(millions):

2017
2016
2015

Local full-time
employees:

2018
2017
2016

Business
description

Year est.
locally CFO CEO

1
Beauty Bakerie Cosmetics Brand Inc.
9920 Pacific Heights Blvd., Suite 100,
San Diego 92121
www.beautybakerie.com
617-898-8504

757.23
$3.71
$3.35
$0.43

25
20
8

Beauty & cosmetics 2011 Roderick Roberts Cashmere Nicole

2
Scientist.com
505 Lomas Santa Fe, Suite 110,
Solana Beach 92075
www.scientist.com
858-455-1300

737.13
$50.27
$23.07

$6

50
22
12

Research marketplace
for biopharma

industry
2007 Kris Kagan Kevin Lustig

3
Level 3 Construction Inc.
1230 Keystone Way,
Vista 92081
www.level3construction.com
760-448-5456

687.49
$20.02
$10.31
$2.54

83
106
57

General contracting 2006 Jessica Prietto Ian Mahon

4
Tickled Teal LLC
9080 Activity Road, Suite B,
San Diego 92126
www.tickledteal.com
858-228-7280

579.03
$4.41
$2.01
$0.65

4
5
1

E-commerce 2014 Renee Loomis Sean Zhao

5
Badiee Development
1261 Prospect St., Suite 9,
La Jolla 92037
www.badieedevelopment.com
888-815-8886

428.13
$11.88
$15.35
$2.25

6
5
5

Commercial real
estate development 2003 Casey Gilley Ben Badiee

6
BVAccel
600 W. Broadway, Suite 450,
San Diego 92101
www.bvaccel.com
866-880-6203

424.11
$10.85
$4.86
$2.07

86
62
24

Technology 2013 Annie Winger Jonathan Poma

7
Organifi LLC
1320 Columbia St., Suite 310,
San Diego 92101
www.organifi.com
650-922-4485

418.79
$29
$17

$5.59

38
26
4

Super food products,
sold on e-commerce

store, direct to
consumer

2014 Djamel Bettahar

8
Latitude 33 Brewing Co.
1430 Vantage Court, Suite 104,
Vista 92081
www.latitude33brewing.com
760-201-5400

397.56
$3.52
$2.58
$0.71

26
20
15

Beer manufacturing 2011 Matthew Taylor
Clark Weigand Michael Ingram

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.
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FAST 100

#2FAST 100

n By JARED WHITLOCK

Kevin Lustig calls Scientist.com an 
overnight success story a dozen years in 
the making.

OK, overnight isn’t quite accurate, but 
Scientist.com — which runs an online 
marketplace to outsource drug develop-
ment — found a formula for success after 
years of trials and tribulations. 

“We had two near-death experiences 
where we ran out of money. Three major 
financial model pivots. We’ve been left at 
the altar a week before Christmas for our 
first giant deal that we worked for a year 
on,” said Lustig, the company’s CEO. 

The reward for navigating pitfalls: sky-
rocketing revenue. The company reported 
$50.27 million in 2017 revenue, up from 
$23.07 million in 2016 and $6 million in 
2015.

Founded in 2007, Scientist.com con-
nects pharmaceutical companies to con-
tract research organizations, or CROs, 
whose niches in biotech make them 
attractive outsource options. 

San Diego makes for a good home 
base, considering the region’s multitude 
of CROs, all the rage these days with 
pharmaceuticals eschewing in-house drug 
development. Scientist.com is the largest 
player among peers, which haven’t been 
around as long. 

CROs bid for jobs on Scientist.com’s 
website, allowing pharmaceuticals to 
review side-by-side quotes. This creates 
a competitive dynamic that the company 
touts as lowering the cost of drug dis-

covery. 
Besides a general marketplace, Scien-

tist.com has built private marketplaces for 
15 of the top 25 largest pharmaceuticals, 
including the likes of AstraZeneca and 
Bristol-Myers Squibb. These marketplac-
es enable additional customization — and 
largely explain company growth in recent 
years. 

But there were plenty of roadblocks 
along the way. 

Companies and CROs were accus-
tomed to negotiating legal agreements 
individually, which can delay a deal by 
up to six months. Scientist.com toiled on 
a general legal agreement, which gained 
buy-in from 2,500 suppliers and can be al-
tered if  need be, meaning work can began 

right away or shortly thereafter.  
Pharmaceuticals also have the option 

of making custom pre-made legal agree-
ments, leaving suppliers little choice if  
they want the gig. Identifying a legal 
solution that would cover most companies 
was Scientist.com’s toughest challenge, 
according to Lustig. 

And then there was finding a business 
model. Currently, Scientist.com is free to 
join and use, and the company takes up to 
a 5 percent cut from a CRO that secures 
a contract.

The company pivoted to this strat-
egy after pharmaceuticals balked at a 
$250,000 to $400,000 annual fee for in-
frastructure and access. 

In early days, Scientist.com also strug-
gled with whether it should focus on get-
ting CROs or pharmaceuticals on board 
first. The former proved the best course, as 
the company initially signed up a hundred 
CROs, then drugmaker Pfizer. 

In addition to fast-rising revenue, Sci-
entist.com last year raised $24 million in 
venture capital.

Scientist.com’s Platform Smooths the Road for CROs

SCIENTIST.COM
CEO: Kevin Lustig

LOCATION: 

505 Lomas Santa Fe, Suite 110

Solana Beach 92075

2017 REVENUE: $50.27 million

2015-2017 REVENUE GROWTH: 737 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: 50

WEBSITE: www.scientist.com

2

Photo by Bob Hoffman Video and Photography

Kevin Lustig and Scientist.com have built a customizable platform for pharma companies to put their projects out to bid for contract research organizations.

Photo by Jamie Scott Lytle

Natalie Duner and Melissa Mikulak work from the phone-booth style private areas in the 
Scientist.com office in Solana Beach.
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WHO WE ARE
The year was 1983, and the personal computing revolution was 

shifting into high gear. Apple released the Lisa, Microsoft had 
just announced Windows 1.0, and a San Diego based software  
start-up called Abacus Data Systems set out to transform the way 
lawyers work.

In 2013, under the leadership of a new visionary CEO, Alessandra 
Lezama, we raised our sights from focusing solely on software to 
confronting the entire IT equation facing businesses of all kinds. 
AbacusNext was born, and with it a radical new approach to 
empowering professionals with technology.

We call it Technology-as-a-Service (TaaS), and its centerpiece 
is Abacus Private Cloud. APC allows us to offer our clients a fully 
virtualized cloud-enabled IT experience that is secure, compliant, 
and eliminated capital expenditures so they can pay as they grow. 
Now your entire IT infrastructure, including the apps and files you 
use every day, is virtual, scalable, and accessible wherever you are.

Since Lezama’s arrival in 2013, we’ve grown from less than 30 
employees in one small office, to more than 500 employees 
spread over six offices in three countries. We’ve gone from a niche 
software developer focused on the legal profession, to a global 
technology leader that’s disrupting the Computing Cloud industry. 
AbacusNext now services over 1.5 million professionals across the 
legal, accounting, finance, banking, and public-sector markets– 
and this year we opened our new, 65,000 square-foot San Diego 
Headquarters in La Jolla.

The success of the last few years is just the beginning, we are setting 
our sights even higher, and are proud to be doing it right here in 
San Diego.

Humble beginnings. AbacusNext (then Abacus Data Systems) circa 2013

The new 65,000 square foot, three-story headquarters is quite the upgrade from our original 5,300 square foot office.

877.287.5043 ABACUSNEXT.COM
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FAST 100
Level 3 Knows a Good Staff Builds a Construction Co.

n By RAY HUARD

Keeping an in-house staff of tradesmen 
from carpenters to plumbers and quickly 
embracing new technology is the secret 
behind the meteoric rise in revenue for 
North County’s Level 3 Construction.

That’s the assessment of the company’s 
vice president of business development, 
John Gonzalez.

Level 3 has a staff  of about 80 in what 
Gonzalez called a “self-performance” phi-
losophy of using its own workers rather 
than relying on subcontractors.

“That self-performance is probably 
the main reason that helped us jump up 
and become a fast-growing company and 
really compete with some of the large 
companies,” Gonzalez said. “What that 
really allows us to do is get very efficient.”

Adding to that efficiency is the compa-
ny’s use of new technology.

Among other things, Level 3 gave each 
of its project managers an iPad to use in 
the field and uses a mobile digital office 
at its work sites so managers don’t have 
to lug around armloads of paper plans

“All of our projects are on a cloud-
based system,” Gonzalez said.

Clients also are given access to an app 
that allows them to uses smartphones to 
keep track of their project’s progress.

“We really focused on being the modern 
construction company,” Gonzalez said.

The result is that Level 3 Construction’s 
revenue grew from more than $2.5 million 
in 2015 to $20 million in 2017 — a 687 
percent growth.

With projects throughout California, 
Level 3 also recently expanded geograph-
ically into Nevada and Arizona.

“We’re pretty much within an eight to 
10-hour drive, which is pretty much kind 
of what our reach is for now,” Gonzalez 
said. “We definitely want to grow smart 
and make sure we grow in the right way.”

Level 3 Construction was founded in 
Vista in 2006 by Ian Mahon, who is the 
company’s president and CEO and who 
comes from a long family line of builders.

The company started by building 

custom homes and expanded into com-
mercial projects, becoming best known 
for renovating hotels, retail space and 
restaurants and moved on to do ground-
up construction as well. 

Initially, the company renovated small 
hotels.

“Now, we’ve done more than 50 hotels 
throughout the state, high-end, franchise 
brands,” Gonzalez said. “Hotels are still 
a big part of what we do, probably 50 
percent. The other is San Diego-focused, 
ground-up construction, office and hotel 
renovation.”

Hotel Clients include Marriott, Hilton, 
ING (InterContinental Hotel Group), 
Starwood Hotels and Resorts, Embassy 
Suites, Doubletree, Best Western, Sher-
aton, Holiday Inn and a number of AAA 
four-diamond boutique hotels, according 
to the company’s website.

Those relationships give Level 3 a 
steady stream of work.

To stay competitive and maintain a 
high ranking, “hotels are always being 
renovated,” Gonzalez said, typically on 
five to seven year cycles.

Among its nonhotel projects, Level 3 
is building a $14 million mixed use de-
velopment in downtown Oceanside that 
includes ground-floor retail space and 52 
apartments and a $9 million extended-stay 
hotel, condominium and spa in Carlsbad.

“Now that we have that in our resume, 
now that we have that experience, it’s 
going to allow us to do more of these 
ground-up projects,” Gonzalez said.

LEVEL 3 CONSTRUCTION
CEO: Ian Mahon

LOCATION: 

1230 Keystone Way

Vista 92081

2017 REVENUE: $20 million

2015-2017 REVENUE GROWTH: 687 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULLTIME EMPLOYEES: 83

WEBSITE: www.level3construction.com

Photo by Bob Hoffman Video and Photography

Ian Mahon founded Level 3 Construction in Vista 
in 2006, and the company has seen significant 
growth in recent years with contracts to build 
two major ground-up projects in North County.

Photo by Brant Bender Photography

Some of the staff of Level 3 Construction 
celebrates their No. 3 ranking. 

3



SAN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL  23JULY 30, 2018 SPECIAL REPORT: FASTEST-GROWING PRIVATE COMPANIES

   Fastest-Growing Private Companies Ranked by percent of verified 
revenue growth from 2015 to 2017

Researched by
Gina Bertuzzi
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SDBJ FASTEST-GROWING PRIVATE COMPANIES
Ranked by percent of verified revenue growth from 2015 to 2017

Rank

Company
Address
Website
Phone

Percent Growth
in revenue from

2015 - 2017

Revenue
(millions):

2017
2016
2015

Local full-time
employees:

2018
2017
2016

Business
description

Year est.
locally CFO CEO

9
Kombucha on Tap
2826 La Mirada Drive, Unit B,
Vista 92081
www.kombuchaontap.net
760-208-5325

372.33
$1.87
$1.09
$0.4

9
5
3

Beverage distribution 2014 Deanne Gustafson Jared Gustafson

10
RelationEdge
10120 Pacific Heights Blvd., Suite 110,
San Diego 92121
www.relationedge.com
858-451-4665

278.08
$18.79
$10.11
$4.97

101
80
27

Technology consulting
& digital agency 2013 Stephanie Holly Matthew Stoyka

11
SES Secure E-Waste Solutions
8810 Rehco Road, Suite C,
San Diego 92121
www.sesrecycling.com
858-909-0802

264.81
$2.08
$0.92
$0.57

18
23
23

Technology, data
destruction, e-waste

management
2013 Larry Kurschner Larry Kurschner

12
Power Digital Marketing
2251 San Diego Ave., Suite A250,
San Diego 92110
www.powerdigitalmarketing.com
888-355-7444

256.52
$11.29
$6.12
$3.17

57
33
23

Digital marketing
agency, online

advertising, web
development, SEO,

social media

2012 Robert Rodrigues Grayson Lafrenz

13
Whova Inc.
6540 Lusk Blvd., Suite C214,
San Diego 92121
www.whova.com
858-227-0877

252.06
$1.63
$1.1

$0.46

29
22
17

Software 2013 Joy Muranaga Yuanyuan Zhou

14
Templar Shield Inc.
530 B St.,
San Diego 92101
www.TemplarShield.com
858-609-9509

239.67
$8.12
$5.03
$2.39

26
15
8

Information security,
GRC consulting,

professional services
2013 Scott Barth Nicholas Friedman

15
Robolink
5677 Oberlin Drive, Suite 100,
San Diego 92121
www.robolink.com
858-876-5123

237.14
$1.18
$0.68
$0.35

5
4
3

Education, tech toy
manufacturing,

private education
2012 Hansol Hong Hansol Hong

16
Radd Interactive
11021 Via Frontera, Suite C,
San Diego 92127
https://raddinteractive.com/
619-987-4042

233.57
$4.7

$2.99
$1.41

43
39
25

Digital marketing 2013 Kristen Kluner Bret Rosendahl

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.
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#4FAST 100

n By MARIEL CONCEPCION

Sean Zhao and Renee Loomis, the 
husband and wife duo behind the San 
Diego-based e-commerce shop Tickled 
Teal LLC., aren’t afraid of reinvention.

Since founding their shop in 2014, 
Loomis, who has a graphic design back-
ground (San Diego State University, 
2011), and Zhao, who has an e-commerce 
degree from SDSU (2012), have shifted 
the focus of their online store numerous 
times to keep up with consumer trends.

“We started to sell coffee mugs on Etsy 
in 2014 — she would design the graphics, 
we would apply the design to blank mugs 
and we would ship them,” said Zhao, who 
is the company’s CEO and co-founder. 
“But the mugs were expensive to ship and 
would sometimes break. So, later that 
year, we expanded to T-shirts, specifically 
graphic tees, that she also designed the 
images for and I would put that on blank 
tees. Then that market became saturated. 
So, in 2016, we switched gears to apparel.”

Since then, Tickled Teal has concen-
trated less on graphic design and more on 
fashion design, which Loomis and Zhao 
get from wholesale clothing manufac-
turers in China and distribute from their 
5,000 square feet Miramar headquarters. 

With this latest niche, the company has 
seen significant sales growth. In 2014, 
Tickled Teal made $350,000 in revenue 
and in 2015, $650,000. In 2016, when the 
company transitioned from mugs and 

tees, it grossed $2 million. And, in 2017, 
that number more than doubled to $4.4 
million. This year, Zhao says he expects 
the business will make close to $8 million.

“The trend of e-commerce and people 
shopping online — it will only grow from 
this point on,” said Zhao, adding that 
apparel is light-weight, making it easy 
and inexpensive to ship. “There is a lot 
of competition, but, at the same time, the 
pie is very big. So, even if  we get a tiny 
portion of the market share that is still a 
lot of sales for us.”

In addition to the stateside location, 
which has five employees, Tickled Teal 
also has a warehouse near Hong Kong, 

with a partner which helps them run the 
operation. Its clients include boutique 
stores around the country, and they also 
sell on Zulily, a clothing, toys and home 
products e-commerce company based in 
Seattle, Washington, as well as Amazon. 

The business ships its products through 
Los Angeles ports, by air and sometimes 
by ships.

What’s next for the pair? Zhao says the 
two hope to expand Tickled Teal by add-
ing more online sites to their lists of clients 
and getting more wholesale accounts 
nationally. As for what they will sell, the 
plan is to stick with apparel for now... at 
least until a new trend comes along.

Company Finds Its Strong Suit With Focus on Apparel
TICKLED TEAL
CO-FOUNDERS: Sean Zhao and Renee Loomis

LOCATION:

9080 Activity Road, Suite B

San Diego 92126

2017 REVENUE: $4.41 million

2015 – 2017 GROWTH: 579 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: 4

WEBSITE: www.tickledteal.com

Photo by Brant Bender Photography

The husband and wife team of Tickled Teal LLC founders Sean Zhao and Renee Loomis are expecting their second child.

Photo by Bob Hoffman Video and Photography

Tickled Teal sells its women’s clothing line direct to consumers, at boutique shops around the 
country and other e-commerce sites.
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Licensing Information

Licensed in the State of California:
CSLB License #945716

C-7: Low Voltage Systems
C-10: Electrical

Servicing San Diego, Orange 
County & Southern California

Got U Wired, Inc.

Phone: 858.999.2031
Fax: 858.999.2051        

Email: Sales@GotUWired.com

Security
GotUWired™ is committed to 

keeping you and your 
business connected and 

protected, and our security 
systems can ensure your 

company and its employees 
are protected at all times.

Audio/Video
GotUWired™ specializes in 
cutting-edge custom audio 

& video solutions for 
conferences, board rooms, 
restaurants, and hospitality 

settings. 

Cabling
GotUWired™ offers Design, 

Service, Installation, and 
Maintenance of 

telecommunication wiring, 
computer network cabling, 

and fiber optic cabling.

Sound Masking
GotUWired™ designs sound 
masking solutions that give 

workspaces improved 
worker comfort, 

productivity, and speech 
privacy.

Experts in Corporate Audio/Video,
Security and Cabling Services

Moving to a new o�ce space and need to be up and running fast? 
No worries, we've GotUWired™!

Featured in the SDBJ's Fastest 
Growing Companies List for 

2017 & 2018! 

Inc. 5000 recipient

We recently completed a move from Mission Valley 
to our new 25,000 square foot office at a 

downtown location and had the pleasure of 
working with GotUwired and their crew. Having 
one vendor handle our A/V, security and cabling 

was very beneficial. 

The data racks look very professional and make 
maintenance easy, and our sound system with 

ceiling speakers is very impressive. Most 
importantly, GotUwired's team was professional, 
courteous, and completed everything on time as 

promised. We highly recommend them!

Rick Backus | CEO | CPC Strategy
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5

n By JESSICA KING

What’s better than being among the 
county’s fastest-growing private compa-
nies? Making the top 5 two years in a row.

With a 428-percent growth from 2015 
to 2017, real estate development company 
Badiee Development Inc. landed in the 
No. 5 spot on this year’s list. Last year, 
the company took the No. 2 spot on the 
annual ranking that is compiled by the 
San Diego Business Journal.

“Badiee Development has achieved 
record success over the past few years by 
working to entitle and deliver more than 
half  a million square feet of innovative 
industrial space in San Diego County,” 
said founder and CEO Ben Badiee. 
“Ultimately, this honor is a testament to 
the Badiee Development team who has 
worked tirelessly to propel our organiza-
tion forward and achieve our goals.”  

The La Jolla-based company, which 
formed in 2003 and employs six local full-
time employees, generated $11.88 million 
in revenues in 2017. 

Badiee advocates for a forward-think-
ing development approach, with a strong 
team of employees and consultants, and 
exceptional relationships in the commu-
nity. 

“In the past few years, Badiee Develop-

ment was able to acquire several opportu-
nities to build innovative commercial and 
industrial buildings ahead of increased 
demand from North County San Diego’s 
thriving innovation economy,” he said. 
“And without our capable team and rela-
tionships in the community, we would not 
have progressed on our projects forward 
in record time.”

Among those seized opportunities was 
the recently completed Exeter Industrial 
Park in Escondido — the largest indus-
trial building built in the city at 212,000 
square feet. It is also the first industrial 
building to be built in the city in a decade.

The project was also named a Best Real 
Estate Deals this spring by the San Diego 
Business Journal. 

Initially, the seller had been approved 
and begun grading nearly 11 acres, with 
a building on two separate parcels. The 
$11.5 million sale involved combining the 
two parcels into one, and the project was 

redesigned into a single building. 
The processes were completed in about 

four months, much faster than the average 
time for such adjustments. The property 
has been fully leased to Veritiv.

Though the North County has proven 
fruitful to Badiee Development, the com-
pany is continually working on ways to 
expand into the rest of the county while 
continuing to serve the county’s northern 
region.  

“In the coming months, we will have 
completed or begun construction on three 
industrial projects in Vista and Carlsbad,” 
Badiee said. “As we look beyond those 
opportunities, Badiee Development will 
be adding new product types including 
residential and commercial in different 
neighborhoods around the county.”

Could a third consecutive year on the 
list of fastest-growing private companies 
in San Diego County be in Badiee’s fu-
ture? Quite possibly, according to Badiee.

“We’re certainly working toward a third 
consecutive year on the list,” Badiee said. 
“We value continually innovating and 
pursuing new ideas as well as enhancing 
our knowledge and education. Because 
of this core value, we never rest on our 
laurels but are always working to better 
ourselves, better our product and better 
the communities in which we do business.”

In North County, Badiee Changes Business Landscape

#5FAST 100

BADIEE  
DEVELOPMENT INC.
CEO/FOUNDER: Ben Badiee

LOCATION: 

1261 Prospect St., Suite 9

La Jolla 92037

2017 REVENUE: $11.88 million

2015-2017 GROWTH: 428 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: 6 

WEBSITE: www.badieedevelopment.com

“Badiee Development has achieved record success 
over the past few years by working to entitle and 
deliver more than half a million square feet of 
innovative industrial space in San Diego County,” 
said founder and CEO Ben Badiee.

Photo by Bob Hoffman Video and Photography

Badiee Development Inc. has experienced significant growth through industrial projects in North County, but founder Ben Badiee says the company is looking at possibly developing residential 
or mixed use projects in other parts of the region.
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FASTEST-GROWING PRIVATE COMPANIES
Ranked by percent of verified revenue growth from 2015 to 2017

Rank

Company
Address
Website
Phone

Percent Growth
in revenue from

2015 - 2017

Revenue
(millions):

2017
2016
2015

Local full-time
employees:

2018
2017
2016

Business
description

Year est.
locally CFO CEO

17
Vessel FWP LLC
3197 Lionshead Ave.,
Carlsbad 92010
www.vesselbags.com
760-456-9395

229.4
$2.86
$1.25
$0.87

10
9
6

Sports/lifestyle 2012 Jennifer Shaw Ronnie Shaw

18
Ignite Visibility
5060 Shoreham Place, Suite 260,
San Diego 92122
www.ignitevisibility.com
619-752-1955

222.61
$6.33
$3.67
$1.96

42
29
18

Digital marketing 2013 Krishnan Coughran John Lincoln

19
Sayva Solutions
3636 Nobel Drive, Suite 400,
San Diego 92122
www.sayvasolutions.com
858-242-5676

219.36
$7.55
$5.77
$2.37

49
38
30

Accounting, finance,
& technology,

consulting/recruiting
firm

2013 Lori Riccardi Ryan Buell

20
Siege Media
624 Broadway, Suite 303,
San Diego 92101
www.siegemedia.com
858-609-9118

201.75
$3.22
$1.82
$1.07

42
20
10

Digital marketing,
SEO, content

marketing & PR
2013 Ross Hudgens Ross Hudgens

21
Wright Brothers Inc.
9173 Chesapeake Drive,
San Diego 92123
www.wrightbrosinc.com
858-225-2320

198.78
$4.33
$4.29
$1.45

5
6
7

E-commerce 2005 Corey Wright Casey Wright

22
Superior Print and Exhibit
9030 Kenamar Drive, Suite 307,
San Diego 92122
www.superiorprintandehxibit.com
858-271-7446

192.19
$1.45
$1.35
$0.5

5
4
1

Signs, displays &
graphic installation 2012 Katharyn Zievers Robert Zievers

23
Inseev Interactive
3565 Del Rey St., Suite 202,
San Diego 92109
https://www.inseev.com/
858-272-2233

189.41
$2.22
$1.48
$0.77

23
14
5

Digital marketing 2013 Jimmy Page Jimmy Page

24
C2 Building Group
505 Lomas Santa Fe Drive, Suite 200,
Solana Beach 92075
www.c2sd.com
858-232-0213

186.64
$10.53
$7.68
$3.67

13
8
5

Commercial general
contractor focusing on
projects in San Diego

County

2014 Josh Chesnut Jeff Cole

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.
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Brand Value Accelerator — or BVA-
ccel — is a digital design, development 
and marketing agency that helps online 
stores and retail point-of-sale systems 
generate greater sales. BVAccel saw a 
424-percent growth from 2015 to 2017, 
with revenues last year coming in at 
$10.85 million.

Last year, the San Diego-based com-
pany with more than 100 employees 
spread out across three counties was list-
ed ninth on the San Diego Business Jour-
nal’s annual ranking. This year, BVAccel 
is No. 6.

“It’s exciting because it’s an incredi-
ble accomplishment of  our team, and 
because it speaks so much to the great 
work that they’re doing for our clients, 
and the great reputation that they con-
tinue to build,”  said CEO Jonathan 
Poma, joined the company in 2017 
when it acquired a company he found-
ed, Rocket Code. “And it’s humbling 
because I know very personally how 
hard it is to grow and scale businesses 
at all. And to have succeeded at this 
rate of  growth for two years in a row is 
something that I’m proud to be a part 
of, and that everyone on our team is re-
sponsible for.”

Adding to the usual difficulties of 
growing a business is the fact that BVAc-
cel is a pioneer Shopify Plus Partners — 

paving a path that is still in the process 
of being created. 

“I think of us often as ducks on the 
water…from above, everything looks 
calm and stable, but under the surface, 
we’re paddling like crazy,” Poma said. 
“And I say that because there’s always 
more to do, and things are evolving so 
rapidly, that what we did 12 months ago 
simply won’t work 12 months from now. 

“We’ve got to keep evolving.” 
The evolution of BVAccel has includ-

ed global expansion. Last year, the com-
pany grew to include BVAccel Australia 
in Melbourne to begin serving the Asia 
Pacific market. 

“The support from the community, 
from the government, and from the part-
ners in our ecosystem has been great,” 
Poma said of the move. “In that market, 
we believe we can help level the global 
playing field for all kinds of wonderful 
Australian and Kiwi brands.”

Acquisition and retention of talent 

has also been a huge component of the 
company’s success, just as company 
founder Dylan Whitman predicted it 
would be this time last year. Whitman is 
now co-chairman.

“An organization is nothing but a 
group of people aligned with a common 
purpose toward a common destination,” 
Poma said. “Our ability to find great 
people and put them in positions to lead 
from their seats is critical to our growth.” 

Looking forward again, Poma said the 
company is not done growing yet, and 
the hope is it will make the list once more 
for an impressive third year in a row.

“How and why — because e-commerce 
is dynamic, and we’re positioned well 
to help brands and merchants navigate 
that landscape,” he said. “We’ll grow by 
helping merchants win in direct-to-con-
sumer, to win in internationalization, to 
win in marketplace strategy, and to win 
in retail and wholesale.” 

Co. Thrives In Demanding, Dynamic E-Commerce Space

BVACCEL
CEO: Jonathan Poma

LOCATION: 

600 W. Broadway, Suite 450

San Diego,CA 92101

2017 REVENUE: $10.85 million

2015 – 2017 GROWTH: 424 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: 86

WEBSITE: www.bvaccel.com

Photos by Jamie Scott Lytle

BVAccel has grown to more than 100 employees, including 86 at their headquarters downtown.

6

CEO Jonathan Poma is shown with CFO/COO Annie Winger. Poma joined BVAccel in October 
when it acquired his company, Rocket Code. Previous BVAccel CEO Dylan Whitman is now 
co-chairman.  
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FASTEST-GROWING PRIVATE COMPANIES
Ranked by percent of verified revenue growth from 2015 to 2017

Rank

Company
Address
Website
Phone

Percent Growth
in revenue from

2015 - 2017

Revenue
(millions):

2017
2016
2015

Local full-time
employees:

2018
2017
2016

Business
description

Year est.
locally CFO CEO

25
EVOTEK
6150 Lusk Blvd., Suite B204,
San Diego 92121
www.evotek.com
858-362-5083

171.83
$86.99
$37.5
$32

53
19
12

Solution provider,
systems integrator,

VAR
2014 Mari Rodish Didi Gur

26
Mirus Promotions Inc.
3245 University Ave., Suite 1413,
San Diego 92104
www.miruspromotions.com
619-786-7734

160.8
$1.08
$0.57
$0.41

11
4
2

Experiential marketing 2009 Brent Gastineau Julie Seal-Gaustad

27
OneTrust Home Loans
3131 Camino Del Rio N., Suite 1680,
San Diego 92108
www.onetrusthomeloans.com
888-488-3807

159.76
$42.77
$25.47
$16.47

75
70

120

Finance - mortgage
lender 2013 Michele Long Josh Erskine

28
Boutique Recruiting
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 1020,
San Diego 92108
www.boutiquerecruiting.com
858-800-4935

157.45
$2.34
$2.28
$0.91

50
25
10

Recruiting for
accounting, finance,
admin., marketing,

operations

2014 Leonel Burrola Innesa Zavulunova

29
AbacusNext
9171 Towne Centre Drive, Suite 200,
San Diego 92122
www.abacusnext.com
800-726-3339

156.69
$77.89
$45.49
$30.35

285
250
138

Technology as a
service 1983 Mike Skelly Alessandra Lezama

30
CPC Strategy
707 Broadway, Suite 1900,
San Diego 92101
www.cpcstrategy.com
619-677-2453

153.79
$13.4
$8.6

$5.28

130
75
60

Advertising 2007 Liz Barhydt Rick Backus

31
Big Block Realty Inc.
2820 Camino Del Rio, Suite 314,
San Diego 92108
www.bigblockrealty.com
619-913-7020

149.08
$47.79
$28.87
$19.19

15
9
6

Real estate 2012 Okiver Graf Sam Khorramian

32
Pixster Photo Booths
4901 Morena Blvd., Suite 1114,
San Diego 92117
www.pixsterphotobooth.com
888-668-5524

147.07
$2.03
$1.44
$0.82

16
12
6

Event rentals, photo
booth rentals 2013 Christina Nowacki McLain Harvey

33
Tyson & Mendes
5661 La Jolla Blvd.,
San Diego 92037
www.tysonmendes.com
858-459-4400

144.76
$21.24
$13.52
$8.68

132
75
47

Civil litigation law firm 2002 Robert Torre Robert Tyson

34
Shipware LLC
10815 Rancho Bernardo Road,
San Diego 92127
www.shipware.com
858-879-2020

144.12
$9.45
$8.93
$3.87

25
15
11

Reducing shipping
costs: technology &
consulting services

2011 Rob Martinez Trevor Outman
Rob Martinez

35
KPI Logistics Inc.
12651 High Bluff Drive, Suite 200,
San Diego 92130
www.kpilogistics.com
858-436-7958

139.61
$25.3

$13.52
$10.56

16
11
10

Logistics & supply
chain 2010 Marc Macier Marc Macier

36
Katana
225 Broadway, Suite 430,
San Diego 92101
www.katana.media
619-255-0903

139.6
$13.14
$9.93
$5.48

28
22
17

Digital media
marketing 2013 Rick Zamora Melissa Lopez

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.
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San Diego 92108
www.bigblockrealty.com
619-913-7020

149.08
$47.79
$28.87
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15
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Real estate 2012 Okiver Graf Sam Khorramian
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4901 Morena Blvd., Suite 1114,
San Diego 92117
www.pixsterphotobooth.com
888-668-5524

147.07
$2.03
$1.44
$0.82

16
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Event rentals, photo
booth rentals 2013 Christina Nowacki McLain Harvey

33
Tyson & Mendes
5661 La Jolla Blvd.,
San Diego 92037
www.tysonmendes.com
858-459-4400

144.76
$21.24
$13.52
$8.68

132
75
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Civil litigation law firm 2002 Robert Torre Robert Tyson

34
Shipware LLC
10815 Rancho Bernardo Road,
San Diego 92127
www.shipware.com
858-879-2020

144.12
$9.45
$8.93
$3.87

25
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Reducing shipping
costs: technology &
consulting services

2011 Rob Martinez Trevor Outman
Rob Martinez

35
KPI Logistics Inc.
12651 High Bluff Drive, Suite 200,
San Diego 92130
www.kpilogistics.com
858-436-7958

139.61
$25.3

$13.52
$10.56

16
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Katana
225 Broadway, Suite 430,
San Diego 92101
www.katana.media
619-255-0903

139.6
$13.14
$9.93
$5.48

28
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Digital media
marketing 2013 Rick Zamora Melissa Lopez

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.
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n By MARIEL CONCEPCION

It was his own battle with obesity that 
lead Drew Canole, founder of Organifi, 
down a path of educating others about 
making healthy choices and living healthy 
lives. 

“I was 40 pounds overweight, I was 
depressed, I was lethargic and I felt like I 
wasn’t living the real version of who I was 
supposed to be on this planet,” said the 
37-year-old, who launched the company 
in 2014. “So many people had nutritional 
issues around me, some (issues) that they 
weren’t even aware of. But what I learned 
is when you give the body what it needs, 
it becomes a healing machine.”

So, for almost four years, Canole 
documented his weight-loss and healthy 
eating journey through his own online 
portal called FitLife.TV, on which he 
had more than 1 million followers. And 
then, inspired by his own discoveries and 
the stories of his supporters, he created 
Organifi. 

The superfoods company makes gently 
dried powder combinations like coconut 
and ashwagandha green juice, which was 
the first offering and helps with anxiety, 
depression and energy; and acai and 
cordyceps-infused red juice, which aids 
with stress. 

The product is all organic, vegan, non-
GMO, soy and dairy-free and vegan and 
is sold in over 2,000 stores nationally, 
including Sprouts Farmers Market and 
The Vitamin Shoppe. 

“We include ingredients in our mixes 
that are even more effective than most 
pharmaceuticals,” Canole said, adding 
that adaptogenic herbs from India and 
mushroom derivatives that increase ener-
gy levels are also included, among other 
natural and nutritional ingredients.

As a result of these offerings, Organifi 
has seen a steady increase in revenue. In 
2014, the company made $1.3 million; 
in 2015, it more than tripled that at $5.9 
million; in 2016, the revenue was $17 
million; 2017 saw just over $30 million; 

and this year is projected to be at $75 to 
$100 million, according to the company.

The Organifi headquarters are in Lit-
tle Italy, while there are co-packers, or 
third-party manufacturers, in Los Ange-
les, Orange County, Austin, Texas, and in 
Utah. Organifi employs more than 100, 
with 50 of those employees being full time.

And there is more Organifi product 
on the horizon. While typically the pow-
der combinations come in a 9.5 ounce 
screw-top container, Louie Romagnoli, 
the executive assistant to the CEO, says 

they are currently working on broadening 
their customer base by offering other 
packaging, including go-packs.

“We want to help people with brain 
health, introduce a super-hydrating 
product that is good for the gut and the 
brain,” Canole said. “Also, prebiotics and 
probiotics, stuff  for beauty and aging — 
people are looking into that.” 

Additionally, they will launch new fla-
vor options soon, including seasonal va-
rieties like pumpkin spice, among others. 

“Our goal is to become a household 
brand and help unite the world through 
health and happiness,” says Romagnoli. 
“We want to be the green juice, superfood 
provider everyone knows about. Our goal 
is to have 100 million people choosing 
health every day.”

#7 FAST 100

ORGANIFI LLC
FOUNDERS: Andrew Canole and Djamel 
Bettahar

LOCATION: 

1320 Columbia St., Suite 310

San Diego 92101

2017 REVENUE: $29 million

2015 – 2017 GROWTH: 419 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: 38

WEBSITE: www.organifi.com

Organifi Markets Health, Happiness With Juices

Photos by Jamie Scott Lytle

Djamel Bettahar and Andrew Canole co-founded Organifi in 2014 to combat obesity and help people make more healthy choices.

Organifi, which produces a mix of organic, vegan superfood blends, is based downtown.

7
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Rank

Company
Address
Website
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Percent Growth
in revenue from

2015 - 2017

Revenue
(millions):

2017
2016
2015

Local full-time
employees:

2018
2017
2016

Business
description

Year est.
locally CFO CEO

37
La Jolla Logic Inc.
2850 Womble Road, Suite 100-602,
San Diego 92106
www.lajollalogic.com
619-535-1121 ext. 1

137.43
$2.48
$1.97
$1.05

16
14
14

Cybersecurity services 2011 Elizabeth Gautier Stacey Anfuso

38
Host Healthcare Inc.
4225 Executive Square, Suite 1500,
La Jolla 92037
www.hosthealthcare.com
800-585-1299

136.95
$34.29
$26.9

$14.47

60
55
39

Health care temporary
travel staffing 2012 Janeyce Ice Adam Francis

39
Thompson Search
5375 Mira Sorrento Place, Suite 400,
San Diego 92121
www.thompsonsearch.com
858-452-1200

135.08
$1.53
$0.5

$0.65

2
2
2

Executive search &
interim placement 1981 Judy Thompson Judy Thompson

40
Rescue | The Behavior Change Agency
2437 Morena Blvd.,
San Diego 92110
www.RescueAgency.com
619-231-7555

134.8
$68.57
$72.88
$29.2

96
66
67

Behavior change
marketing agency 2005 Steve Andrews Kristin Carroll

41
Griffin Funding Inc.
2445 Fifth Ave., Suite 300,
San Diego 92101
www.griffinfunding.com
800-527-5910

132.32
$4.14
$5.27
$1.78

24
24
16

Mortgage lending 2013 Bill Lyons
Michelle Manson Bill Lyons

42
Gotuwired Inc.
663 S. Rancho Santa Fe Road, Suite 126,
San Marcos 92078
www.gotuwired.com
858-999-2031

129.73
$2.28
$1.64
$0.99

16
13
10

Audio/video, security
& cabling 2009 Joel Chamian A.J. Bajaj

43
RAR Hospitality
10840 Thornmint Road, Suite 110,
San Diego 92127
www.RARHospitality.com
858-239-1800

127.6
$81

$64.95
$35.59

650
900
400

Hospitality & travel 1990 Kurtis Say Robert Rauch

44
Rush Cycle
5628 La Jolla Blvd.,
La Jolla 92037
https://www.rushcycle.com/
858-622-6324

125.34
$1.15
$0.81
$0.51

33
33
33

Fitness 2012 Corey Spangler Tim Suski

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.

Boutique Recruiting.  Powered by Relationships.
Boutique Recruiting helps place finance, accounting and admin professionals throughout Southern California.

Recognized as one of the 
Top 100 Fastest Growing 

Private Companies in  
San Diego. 0
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591 Camino De La Reina #1020, San Diego, CA 92108   I  858.800.4938  I  www.BoutiqueRecruiting.com 
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With back-to-back years of triple-digit 
growth, Vista-based Latitude 33 Brewing 
Co. has good reason to raise a pint — or 
two — to itself  for being a repeat among 
San Diego County’s fastest-growing pri-
vate companies.

Making the list for the second consecu-
tive year is surreal, according to co-owner 
and President Michael Ingram. 

“Just when we think we’re nearing a 
ceiling to the power of independent craft, 
the unwavering support from our loyal 
customer base proves us wrong,” Ingram 
said. “There is something truly magical 
that we’ve tapped into, and we’re just 
trying to keep up.”

Latitude 33 Brewing Co. grew 397 
percent from 2015 to 2017, earning it the 
No. 8 spot on the San Diego Business 
Journal’s annual list of the county’s 100 
fastest-growing private companies. In 
2017 alone, the brewing company’s reve-
nues topped off  at $3.52 million.

Developing talent from within is key to 
the company’s ongoing success, according 
to Ingram, whose workforce consists of 
about two dozen devoted employees.

“Finding a passionate and competent 
culture fit is an incredibly difficult and 
painstaking process that feels more like 
roulette than a legitimate growth tactic,” 
Ingram said. “Perhaps it stems from our 
founding years when we were forced to 
bootstrap and simply didn’t have the 
resources to recruit experience; but we’ve 

now leaned into our strategy of nurturing 
leadership growth in-house.”

In fact, Ingram said that the compa-
ny’s single most impactful competitive 
advantage so far has been its recruiting of 
teammates based on specific personality 
traits, integrity, passion and dedication, 
while training and investing heavily in 
those that are willing to go the extra mile 
for their team.

Along the same lines of developing 
talent from within, Ingram added that 
the company’s most recent successes 
have to do with its internal focus on core 
operations. 

“While I think it’s important to be 
aware of industry trends and sales data, 
it’s too easy to get distracted by external 
factors and competition,” Ingram said. 
“Focus internally on improving yourself, 

your company leaders, and your team. 
Without a strong foundation of people 
who see the company as more than a 
paycheck, you’re on borrowed time.”

The company, which formed in 2011, 
almost didn’t make it past its second 
anniversary. Things turned around when 
Ingram traded his work as an independent 
options trader to focus full time on the 
brewing business, alongside his wife and 
other interested parties.

“It hasn’t been easy, but no one ever 
said it would be,” Ingram said.

As for the future, don’t expect to find 
Latitude Brewing 33 basking in its suc-
cesses too long.

“If we ever get to the point where we 
are aiming at growth purely for the ac-
colades that may come with triple-digit 
growth rates, we’re doing something very 

wrong and our success will be short lived,” 
Ingram said. “On the other side of that 
equation, (there’s) complacency. I firmly 
believe in the power of a free market, 
and competition as being critical to the 
successful growth and evolution of our 
society. But that means that resting on 
laurels isn’t an option.” 

What is the only option, according to 
Ingram, is choosing to comply with the 
rules of competition.

“Every week, quarter and year, we 
compete with ourselves,” he said. “Setting 
ambitious goals aimed at enhancing team 
cohesiveness and customer loyalty, while 
simultaneously maximizing sharehold-
er value. We then dedicate the next 12 
months to objective achievement without 
sacrificing the integrity of our team and 
company vision.”  

#8 FAST 100

8

Photo by Jamie Scott Lytle

Despite being in the most saturated craft brewing market in the country, Latitude 33 Brewing Co. has grown almost 400 percent from 2015 to 2017. Its operations are based in Vista.

Brewer’s Winning Strategy: ‘We Compete With Ourselves’

LATITUDE 33  
BREWING CO.
CO-OWNER AND PRESIDENT:  
Michael Ingram

CO-OWNER: Treasure Ingram

LOCATION: 

1430 Vantage Court, Suite 104

Vista 92081

2017 REVENUE: $3.52 million

2015-2017 GROWTH: 372 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: 26

WEBSITE: www.latitude33brewing.com
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Rank

Company
Address
Website
Phone

Percent Growth
in revenue from

2015 - 2017

Revenue
(millions):

2017
2016
2015

Local full-time
employees:

2018
2017
2016

Business
description

Year est.
locally CFO CEO

45
People Driven Solutions Inc.
249 Highway 101, Suite 351,
Solana Beach 92075
http://peopledriven.co/
855-NOW-PDSI

122.6
$2.27
$1.48
$1.02

3
7
6

Outsourced IT,
fractional CTO,

recruiting
2012 Scott Krawitz Scott Krawitz

46
Sherpa Clinical Packaging
6166 Nancy Ridge Drive,
San Diego 92121
www.sherpaclinical.com
858-997-1491

121.79
$13.7
$9.06
$6.18

33
35
22

Pharmaceutical 2011 Mark Paiz Mark Paiz

47
Digital Operative Inc.
404 Camino Del Rio S., Suite 200,
San Diego 92108
www.digitaloperative.com
619-795-0630

118.65
$5.74
$2.45
$2.63

46
22
24

E-commerce/digital
media marketing 2008 Clinton Neal BJ Cook

48
Veyo LLC
750 B St., Suite 1450,
San Diego 92101
www.veyo.com
855-588-0880

118.24
$129.85
$98.37
$59.5

124
110
43

Health care, patient
transportation 2015 Carlos Bernal Josh Komenda

49
Cali Bamboo
6675 Mesa Ridge Road,
San Diego 92121
www.calibamboo.com
888-788-2254

117.31
$101.06
$83.49
$46.51

110
102
69

Building materials
manufacturer &

supplier
2004 Kevin O'Hare Doug Jackson

50
TATEEDA
P.O. Box 910833,
San Diego 922191
tateeda.com
858-353-0780

112.64
$1.35
$1.18
$0.64

3
2
1

Custom software,
outsourcing,

outsaffing, software
testing

2013 Elvira Issaeva Viacheslav Khristich

51
Signature Analytics
10120 Pacific Heights Blvd., Suite 110,
San Diego 92121
https://signatureanalytics.com
888-284-3842

111.43
$8.48
$6.18
$4.01

61
32
29

Accounting, finance &
business advisory

services
2008 Ryan Selhorn

Stephanie Holly Peter Heald

52
ProTec Building Services
10180 Willow Creek Road,
San Diego 92131
www.GoProTec.com
858-569-1080

110.9
$25.46
$17.41
$12.07

292
309
245

General contractor
serving HOA's in
Southern Calif.

1996 Candy Allen J. David Rauch

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.

Business software doesn't have to
be expensive or complicated.

Try GreenRope's
Complete CRM today!

www.GreenRope.com
CRM - Marketing Automation - Customer Service
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Deanne Gustafson had been an avid 
bottled-kombucha drinker for years when, 
during a 2013 trip to Bend, Oregon, with 
now-husband Jared Gustafson, she dis-
covered kombucha was also on tap.

“She was out and about and saw kom-
bucha on tap everywhere she went,” said 
39-year-old Jared Gustafson about his 
wife’s sightings, which is what led the two 
to research the tap kombucha market in 
San Diego, only to find no one was doing 
it yet in their hometown. 

Jared left his job in production for a 
cable network six months into the launch, 
and Deanne was working in online news 
for AOL when she left to start Kombucha 
on Tap in 2014 with $10,000 they put to-
gether from their personal savings.

Now, four years in, the decision to dis-
tribute kombucha via kegs to businesses 
and homes continues to prove to be a 
smart one for the couple. 

In 2016, a year after the company add-
ed coffee to the list and the same year they 
added juices on tap, Kombucha on Tap 
saw a 175 percent sales growth and broke 
the million-dollar mark in sales. In 2017, 
its revenue was $1.87 million, marking a 
71 percent growth from 2016.

“We are tracking to have our best 
year yet in 2018 and become a multi-
million-dollar company,” says Deanne 
Gustafson, 36. “Our goal is to be a $20 
million company by 2023.”

Headquartered in Vista, with 15 brands 
of kombucha, coffee and juices total, 12 
employees and with a distribution ware-
house in Los Angeles, Kombucha on Tap’s 
clients include: various Vons’ Pavilions in 
San Diego, Orange County and Los An-
geles, Organic Roots in Temecula, Plant 
Power Fast Food in Ocean Beach and 
Encinitas, all Urban Plates locations in 
southern California, Legoland California 

and all Union Cowork locations in south-
ern California. 

In total, they have over 400 stores 
they serve through Los Angeles, Orange 
County and San Diego and cover territory 
from Thousand Oaks to the U.S.-Mexico 
border, Riverside and Temecula.

While others have since tried to copy 
this distribution formula locally, Deanne 
and Jared Gustafson believe their exper-

tise in the field and focus on customer 
service is what sets them apart.

“We want to be the best distributor and 
best partner to our suppliers,” said Jared 
Gustafson, adding that while they’ve 
considered making their own kombucha, 
they just want to be a distributor for now. 
“We are a niche service provider, which is 
great. We just think being the middleman 
is the best way.”

Still, there is room for growth, and the 
Gustafsons believe they are just scratching 
the surface of the kombucha scene in SD. 

“Starbucks has coffee on tap, 7 Eleven 
has kombucha on tap, so awareness is 
starting to grow and so many still haven’t 
been introduced to it yet,” says Deanne 
Gustafson. “We are still at the tip of the 
iceberg.”

Beverage Distributor Role Is Founders’ Cup of Tea

Photos by Jamie Scott Lytle

Jared and Deanne Gustafson, shown with their daughter Jade, launched Kombucha On Tap in 2014.

KOMBUCHA ON TAP
FOUNDERS: Deanne and Jared Gustafson

LOCATION:

2826 La Mirada Drive

Vista 92081

2017 REVENUE: $1.87 million

2015 – 2017 GROWTH: 372 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: 9

WEBSITE: www.kombuchaontap.net

9

Jeremiah Moreno and Roddick Gallegos prepare kegs for distribution from their facility in 
Vista.
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2016

Business
description

Year est.
locally CFO CEO

53
Space Micro Inc.
10237 Flanders Court,
San Diego 92121
www.spacemicro.com
858-332-0700

108.09
$26.72
$18.6

$12.84

105
115
80

Space & missile
electronics
subsystems

2002 Patricia Ellison David Strobel

54
Oasis Materials Corp.
12131 Community Road,
Poway 92064
www.oasismaterials.com
858-486-8846

99.9
$11.4
$6.35
$5.7

90
54
47

Manufacturer of
ceramic heaters 2011 Helen Kier Frank Polese

55
AARE
12526 High Bluff Road, Suite 400,
San Diego 92130
www.aare.org
858-342-9292

99.47
$6.38
$4.09
$3.2

85
75
62

Real estate brokerage 2004 Andrew Arroyo Andrew Arroyo

56
ClosingCorp
3111 Camino Del Rio N., Suite 200,
San Diego 92108
www.closing.com
858-551-1500

99.23
$12.93
$11.35
$6.49

69
107
132

Financial services 2006 James Bolger Bob Jennings

57
Merlin Global
380 Stevens Ave., Suite 305,
Solana Beach 92075
http://www.merlinglobal.com/
858-704-4125

98.52
$41.86
$28.34
$21.09

177
164
99

Aerospace & defense 2014 Edward Lake Brian Raduenz

58
eSUB Construction Software
4875 Eastgate Mall, Suite 250,
San Diego 92121
www.esub.com
800-493-3782

97.24
$3.85
$2.74
$1.95

59
35
22

Software-as-a-
Service company

specialized for
construction

subcontractors

2008 Kevin Stenzel
Craig Fletcher Wendy Rogers

59
Fashionphile
6359 Paseo Del Lago,
Carlsbad 92011
www.fashionphile.com
760-283-7996 ext. 107

93.99
$61.4
$41.1

$31.65

110
75
51

E-commerce reseller/
retailer for pre-loved
luxury handbags &

accessories

2012 Angie Pereira Ben Hemminger

60
davisREED Construction
12250 El Camino Real, Suite 240,
San Diego 92130
www.davisreedinc.com
858-523-9760

88.54
$235.48
$284.26
$124.9

80
107
78

General contractor 2002 Mike DenHerder Derek Davis

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.

San Diego Business Journal's
100  Fastest-Growing  Private 

Companies Finalist 2018

Oasis Materials 54th

We would like to thank our employees,
clients, and vendors for making our 

success possible. Thank you!

Oasismaterials.com

2018

336th

fastest growing private 
company in san diego

fastest growing private 
company in America52nd

2001

29th

fastest growing private 
company in san diego

2004

“On behalf of everyone at ProTec, we would like to sincerely thank all our 
employees and clients for their hard work and continued support. This 

award is a testament to what these gracious individuals have accomplished 
over the past 22 years and we are incredibly honored to consider them a 

part of the ProTec family.”

“
Serving southern california & southern nevada since 1996  |  protec.com
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Rounding out the list of the Top 10 
fastest-growing private companies in 
San Diego County this year is a business 
recently acquired by a global tech services 
company.  

RelationEdge — a SalesForce Gold 
Consulting Partner — edged out the 
competition to take the No. 10 spot on 
this year’s annual list compiled by the San 
Diego Business Journal. The company 
did it by touting a 278 percent growth 
from 2015 to 2017. Its 2017 revenues were 
$18.79 million.

RelationEdge helps companies imple-
ment and manage the Salesforce technol-
ogy platform.

“We are very appreciative of our clients 
and our partner, Salesforce, in helping us 
achieve this accomplishment for a second 
consecutive year,” CEO Matthew Stoyka 
said. “Our entire team is thankful for the 
trust and confidence that our clients place 
in RelationEdge each and every day.”

Putting high stock into collaborative 
customer relations is one of the ways 
that RelationEdge has grown the way it 
has, according to Stoyka, who focuses 
first on finding out what clients’ ultimate 
goals are. From there, Stoyka and the staff  
work to apply the proper technology to 
accomplish those goals. 

The approach flips the switch on what 
organizations usually try to do, which is to 
rush to attempt to define what they want 
the technology to do for them. 

Last year, the San Diego Business Jour-
nal ranked RelationEdge No. 5 on its Top 
10 Fastest-Growing Private Companies 
list, when the company’s revenues grew 
from $1.5 million in 2014 to $10.11 mil-
lion in 2016. 

The banner year for the company, 
which was formed in 2013 and employs 
more than 100 people, attracted some 
international attention. 

Rackspace, a global technology services 
company, announced in May that it had 
acquired RelationEdge. The San Antonio, 
Texas-based Rackspace already serves 
more than 140,000 business customers, 
including most of the Fortune 100, from 

data centers spread out across five con-
tinents.

“With Rackspace we feel we have found 
a great home for our people and our cli-
ents,” Stoyka said. “We will maintain the 
RelationEdge brand and operate within 
the Rackspace Application Services busi-
ness unit. We will continue to invest local-
ly, across the country and will begin our 
international expansion later this year. 

“We feel strongly that the acquisition 
by Rackspace will help us expand our San 
Diego based presence, as well.”

In the statement that announced the 
acquisition, Salesforce also supported 
the move.

“We are happy to see Rackspace and 
RelationEdge come together,” said Kori 
O’Brien, senior vice president of North 
America Alliances & Channels at Sales-
force. “RelationEdge has been a valuable 
partner in the Salesforce ecosystem. The 
combination of RelationEdge’s unique 
process-first approach to solving business 
problems and Rackspace’s transformation 
and technology expertise will allow both 
companies to provide greater service and 
solutions to fuel customer success.”

Like RelationEdge, Rackspace is pri-
vately owned by affiliates of certain funds 
of Apollo Global Management LLC and 
certain co-investors. Financial details of 
the deal were not disclosed.

“Complacency is not an option, nor in 
our DNA,” Stoyka said. “Our purpose is 
to help companies transform. That job is 
never done, and we will continue to work 
hard to help drive client success.”

FAST 100

Tech Consulting Co. Draws Customers, Buyer

RELATIONEDGE
CEO: Matthew Stoyka

LOCATION: 

10120 Pacific Heights Blvd., Suite 110

San Diego, CA 92121

2017 REVENUE: $18.79 million

2015-2017 GROWTH: 278 percent

NO. OF LOCAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: 
101

WEBSITE: www.relationedge.com 

Photos by Jamie Scott Lytle

Matthew Stoyka founded RelationEdge in 2013 with three employees to help companies leverage the Salesforce CRM. The company has grown to be a full service digital marketing provider.

10

It’s been a busy past year for RelationEdge; in addition to its significant growth it moved 
operations from Carlsbad to Sorrento Valley and in May were sold to Rackspace.
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SDBJ FASTEST-GROWING PRIVATE COMPANIES
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Rank

Company
Address
Website
Phone

Percent Growth
in revenue from

2015 - 2017

Revenue
(millions):

2017
2016
2015

Local full-time
employees:

2018
2017
2016

Business
description

Year est.
locally CFO CEO

61
Southern Cross Property Consultants
814 Morena Blvd., Suite 210,
San Diego 92110
www.southerncrosspc.com
858-945-2629

86.28
$0.78
$0.55
$0.42

11
8
6

Construction
management 2002 Bill Moss Matthew Boomhower

62
Pro Back Office LLC
5151 Shoreham Place, Suite 208,
San Diego 92122
www.probackoffice.com
858-622-1681

79.49
$5.52
$3.63
$3.07

40
32
18

Outsourced
accounting,

bookkeeping, financial
consulting

2012 Scott Palka Jennifer Barnes

63
Snake Oil Cocktail Co.
6308 Riverdale St.,
San Diego 92120
www.snakeoilcocktail.com
858-754-9173

78.95
$1.81
$1.6

$1.01

9
7
6

Beverage catering,
hospitality, events 2010 Michael Esposito Michael Esposito

64
Security On-Demand
12121 Scripps Summit Drive, Suite 320,
San Diego 92131
www.securityondemand.com
858-693-5655

76.19
$11.1
$8.8
$6.3

72
55
48

Cybersecurity threat
monitoring 2001 William Lyman Peter Bybee

65
Foundation Escrow
1660 Hotel Circle N., Suite 716,
San Diego 92108
www.foundationescrow.com
619-327-2140

75.37
$5.13
$3.88
$2.93

30
28
20

Escrow services 2002 Masud Sarwary Masud Sarwary

66
Precision Measurement Engineering
1487 Poinsettia Ave., Suite 129,
Vista 92081
www.pme.com
760-727-0300

75.28
$1.64
$1.21
$0.93

11
10
9

Product design,
software design,
manufacturing

1985 Erik Elliott Kristin Elliott

67
Innovative Commercial Environments, dba ICE
12250 El Camino Real, Suite 100,
San Diego 92130
www.icesd.com
858-947-7272

72.65
$9.5

$7.62
$5.5

16
13
11

Office furniture
dealership 2006 Jeff Klein DeLinda Forsythe

68
Coastal Payroll
9350 Waxie Way, Suite 110,
San Diego 92123
www.coastalpayroll.com
858-565-2123

72.17
$6.59
$5.06
$3.83

42
31
27

Provides a full range
of human resource

management services
throughout Southern

Calif.

2007 Craig Coleman Jonathan Gallagher

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.

Presented By

Wednesday 
October 10, 2018

910 Broadway Circle, San Diego, CA 92101
7:00 – 7:30 am – Registration/Networking  

7:30 – 8:00 am – Breakfast
8:00 – 11:00 am – Panel Discussions/Awards Program

Nomination Deadline:  
August 20, 2018

Nominate and register at: www.sdbj.com/bizevents/
For additional information contact the Events Department at 858.277.6359

Nominations Now Open!

2018

Join the San Diego Business Journal and Strazzeri Mancini and The Founders 
Group along with area owners and leaders for advice and insight into navigating 
the complex issues related to growing a successful and sustainable family-owned 
business. 

The Family-Owned Businesses Awards is the perfect opportunity to recognize 
your family owned business or your clients, colleagues and friends whose San 
Diego-based family-owned firms have distinguished themselves in the local 
community.

We are seeking nominations from family-owned businesses, as well as the 
nominations from service providers and others who know the businesses well. 

How are the winners chosen?
• Must be a family-owned business with at least 51% control of ownership
• Overall excellence, innovation, ethics and philanthropy
• Growth in sales and gross annual sales
• Self-nominations are encouraged
•  Winners are selected by an independent panel of judges and the SDBJ 

selection committee

Connect with us!
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Rank

Company
Address
Website
Phone

Percent growth
in revenue from

2015 - 2017

Revenue
(millions):

2017
2016
2015

Local full-time
employees:

2018
2017
2016

Business
description

Year est.
locally CFO CEO

69
Novasyte
5999 Avenida Encinas,
Carlsbad 92008
www.novasyte.com
888-899-6682

70.9
$29

$21.39
$16.97

54
31
21

Health care 2008 Tim Gleeson Tim Gleeson

70
Environmental Lights
11235 W. Bernardo Court, Suite 102,
San Diego 92127
www.environmentallights.com
858-521-0233

70.82
$29.71
$20.26
$17.39

52
45
34

LED lighting supplier 2006 Daniel Asbaty Jamison Day

71
Shore Solutions Inc.
1120 Bay Blvd., Suite E,
Chula Vista 91911
www.shoresolutions.com
619-434-2775

70.48
$13.02
$8.71
$7.64

18
15
8

Government
contractor/reseller 2011 Sophia Liu Elizabeth Banker

72
ACCESS Companies LLC
1650 Hotel Circle N., Suite 110,
San Diego 92108
www.accessdmc.com
619-299-2209

69.64
$33.2

$30.88
$19.57

58
62
61

Hospitality,
destination

management
company

2000 Mark Fleury Jennifer Miller

73
Personal Touch Dining Inc.
9950 Scripps Lake Drive, Suite 102,
San Diego 92131
www.personaltouchdining.com
858-638-0672

66.67
$4.5
$4.1
$2.7

33
15
13

Catering, events,
weddings, venue

management
1988 Tracy Zemke Michael Conlon

74
Spectrum Assembly Inc. (SAI)
6300 Yarrow Drive, Suite 100,
Carlsbad 92011
www.saicorp.com
760-930-4000

66.47
$16.32
$11.61
$9.8

129
119
90

Contract
manufacturing:

PCBAs, cables, box
builds

1993 Ken Van Riper Ronald Topp

75
Mojo Marketing LLC
2535 Kettner Blvd, Suite 2C1,
San Diego 92101
www.gimmemojo.com
619-573-6377

65.3
$0.59
$0.48
$0.36

6
3
2

Marketing agency 2013 Jim Nardine Angela Leavitt

76
Eddy Pump Corp.
15405 Old Hwy. 80,
Blossom Valley 92021
www.eddypump.com
619-258-7020

65.26
$4.36
$3.18
$2.64

27
20
16

Defense contractor,
engineering &
manufacturing

1990 Peter Weinrib Benjamin Weinrib
Rebecca Weinrib

77
Bop Design
610 W. Ash St., Suite 706,
San Diego 92101
www.bopdesign.com
619-330-0730

65.12
$1.43
$1.16
$0.86

9
9
8

B2B marketing
agency 2009 Katie Sterling Kara Jensen

78
Payment Logistics
11011 N. Torrey Pines Road, Suite 250,
La Jolla 92037
www.paymentlogistics.com
888-624-3687

63.77
$57.95
$43.31
$35.38

38
34
31

Payment processing
technology, service 2003 Britton Niglio Dustin Niglio

79
Global Strategic Management Institute
1501 India St., Suite 103-60,
San Diego 92101
www.gsmiweb.com
888-409-4418

63.17
$7.17
$5.08
$4.39

11
8
8

Executive education 2008 Luke Vinci Byron Mignanelli

80
Titan Growth
10907 Technology Place,
San Diego 92127
www.titangrowth.com
800-658-7511

61.77
$8.62
$6.17
$5.33

44
32
28

Digital marketing 2004 Danny Shepherd Danny Shepherd

81
Mortgage Capital Trading Inc.
350 10th Ave., Suite 850,
San Diego 92101
www.mct-trading.com
619-543-5111

60.33
$18.27
$15.14
$11.4

75
65
56

Mortgage industry
secondary market 2001 Pamela Manley Curtis Richins

82
National Funding
9820 Towne Centre Drive, Suite 200,
San Diego 92121
www.nationalfunding.com
888-733-2383

59.96
$94.5

$75.69
$59.08

210
188
191

Fintech services,
small business

lending, working
capital, equipment

financing

1999 Robert Sweeney David Gilbert

83
Color Card Administrator Inc.
7898 Ostrow St., Suite E,
San Diego 92111
www.colorcardadministrator.com
858-292-7583

59.53
$0.95
$0.81
$0.6

5
5
4

E-commerce 2002 Keith Harris Gayle Hawks

84
Concierge Cleaning Services
12695 Brookside Lane,
San Diego 92108
www.conciergeclean.com
858-248-0909

58.9
$2.14
$1.62
$1.35

67
49
34

Commercial cleaning
& janitorial services 2013 Jeffrey Niles Jeffrey Niles

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.
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85
OptiFuse
1675 Pioneer Way, Suite C,
El Cajon 92020
www.optifuse.com
619-593-5050

58.27
$3.87
$3.02
$2.45

14
13
12

Manufacturing 2000 Xinyi Li Jim Kalb

86
DynamiCard Inc.
215 S. Hickory St., Suite 220,
Escondido 92025
www.dynamicard.com
800-928-7670

52.73
$12.04
$9.23
$7.89

17
8
9

Advertising,
marketing & response

analytics
2008 Valorie Farber Ivan Farber

87
Jackson Design & Remodeling Inc.
4797 Mercury St.,
San Diego 92111
www.jacksondesignandremodeling.com
619-442-6125

52.44
$21.24
$18.25
$13.94

64
62
48

Design build firm 1989 Laurie Fleischmann Todd Jackson

88
The Cydio Group Inc.
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 1150,
San Diego 92108
www.cydio.com
619-573-4848

52.08
$16.01
$12.6

$10.52

120
100
83

IT staffing 2006 Kimberly Sitz Curt Sterling

89
Flores Financial
10095 Mission Gorge Road, Suite 101,
Santee 92071
flores-financial.com
619-588-2411

51.07
$4.63
$3.72
$3.07

83
66
55

Financial services,
accounting, human

resources
1982 Michelle Flores-

Gonzales Greg Flores

90
Brainard Strategy
6142 Innovation Way,
Carlsbad 92009
www.brainardstrategy.com
760-438-8230

50.36
$4.12
$3.31
$2.74

13
13
13

Management
consulting 2007 Grant Harrington Michael Brainard

91
Welcome to San Diego Real Estate
875 G St., Suite 108,
San Diego 92101
www.welcometosandiego.com
619-618-2264

49.84
$2.43
$1.64
$1.62

5
2
2

Residential real estate 2010 Heather Dannecker Chad Dannecker

92
gosite.com
2815 Camino Del Rio S., Suite 124,
San Diego 92108
www.gosite.com
858-227-4445

48.66
$2.4

$2.09
$1.62

45
25
16

Software 2013 Alex Goode Alex Goode

93
PayLease
9330 Scranton Road, Suite 450,
San Diego 92121
www.paylease.com
866-729-5327

48.4
$72.3

$62.53
$48.72

250
190
147

Financial services 2003 Peter Boyes Bill Nunan

94
Web Shop Manager
3760 Convoy St., Suite 340,
San Diego 92111
www.webshopmanager.com
619-278-0872

48.12
$2.83
$2.42
$1.91

23
20
17

E-commerce software 2003 Dale Payton-Engle Dana Nevins

95
Dobi & Associates Inc.
2835 Camino del Rio S., Suite 200,
San Diego 92108
www.dobicloseouts.com
619-299-0490

47.93
$18.79
$17.67
$12.7

6
7
7

Wholesaler 2004 Penny VanBaale Glen Dobi

96
Island Staffing
1895 Avenida Del Oro, Suite 5947,
Oceanside 92056
www.islandstaffing.us
760-547-5018

46.43
$1.4

$1.29
$0.95

2
2
2

Information
technology 2002 E.J. Conrad E.J. Conrad

97
Cart Mart Inc.
237 S. Bent Ave.,
San Marcos 92078
www.cartmart.com
760-744-4420

45.57
$16.02
$13.44

$11

89
62
58

Golf & commercial
vehicle dealership 1972 Kimberly Calder Brian Rott

98
SoftClouds
16855 W. Bernardo Drive, Suite 300,
San Diego 92127
www.softclouds.com
858-432-7220

44.23
$7.5
$5.4
$5.2

45
40
38

A leading CX/CRM
solutions provider 2005 Asokan Ashok Balaji Ramachandran

99
ATA Engineering Inc.
13290 Evening Creek Drive S.,
San Diego 92128
www.ata-e.com
858-480-2000

43.29
$34.56
$30.05
$24.12

143
138
130

Mechanical &
aerospace

engineering services
2000 Bill Cherom Mary Baker

100
West Coast Nurseries Group Inc.
147 Buena Creek Road,
San Marcos 92069
westcoastnurseriesgroup.com
760-682-1252

43.26
$3.28
$2.84
$2.29

16
16
16

Plantscape industry 1984 Barry G. Evans Barry G. Evans

Sources: The companies and their CPA attestation letters.
Notes: To be considered for the list, companies must be privately held, based in San Diego County and have earned at least $350,000 in revenue in
2015. The Business Journal has chosen not to show rankings from last year's list because they misrepresent the company's growth. The purpose of
this list is to highlight those companies that grow quickly each year, and while it is unlikely that a company will rank every year, this does not mean
that it is not profitable and still growing. A number of companies returned surveys but did not rank in the top 100 for the list.
Due to rounding off, some growth percentages appear to be incorrect.

To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and thoroughness of
the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Please send corrections or additions to the Research Department at the San Diego
Business Journal. 858-634-4635. This list may not be reprinted in whole or in part without prior written permission from the editor. Some
companies have declined to participate or did not return a survey by press time. It is not the intent of this list to endorse the participants or to imply a
company's size or numerical rank indicates its quality.
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Some 300 people gathered July 19 at the 
Westin San Diego Gaslamp Quarter to 
celebrate the San Diego Business Journal’s 
15th annual 2018 100 Fastest-Growing 
Private Companies list. Ashok Kamal, the 
executive director of Tech Coast Angels 
– San Diego, delivered a keynote address. 
The program counted down from 100 to 
culminate with the announcement that 
Beauty Bakerie Cosmetics Brand Inc. 
was the fastest-growing private company 
in San Diego County. Cox Business was 
the title sponsor. Gold Sponsors were 
AbacusNext, RSM US and Torrey Pines 
Bank.

San Diego Business Journal EventON THE SCENE
100 Fastest-Growing Private Companies Awards
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13 1514

17 18

1. Bill Lyons of Griffin Funding
2. Michael LaMoureaux, Laura Nieman, Jennifer Barnes, Francesca San 

Diego, and Luke Thibodo, all with Pro Back Office LLC
3. Todd Backus of Title Sponsor Cox Business
4. Josanta Gray and Nikko Lara of Beauty Bakerie Cosmetics Brand Inc.
5. Nels Jensen, Editor In Chief of the San Diego Business Journal
6. Kristian Mann, Brian Kopp, and Caden Taylor, all with davisREED 

Construction Inc.
7. Thomas Woolway of Gold Sponsor Torrey Pines Bank
8. Kara Jensen, Jeremy Durant, and Rachel Cunningham, all with Bop 

Design
9. Reymundo Castrejon of Shipware LLC and Ruben Barron of Cart Mart 

Inc.
10. Justin Chaitin of Gold Sponsor RSM US
11. John Gonzalez of Level 3 Construction Inc., Robert Rauch of RAR 

Hospitality, and Michael Casler of DynamiCard Plastic Postcards & 
Analytics

12. Stacey Anfuso and Karina Arushanyan, both with La Jolla Logic
13. Jessica Prietto of Level 3 Construction Inc. and Preston Cavignac of 

Cavignac & Associates
14. Brady Minich, Jeremy Watrous, Liz Carrol, and Ed Lake, all with Merlin 

Global Services
15. Scott Barth, James Cluck and Bryan Shaughnessy, all with Templar 

Shield Inc.
16. Carol Murphy and Bret Rosendahl, both with Radd Interactive, Danny 

Shepherd, Erica Shepherd, and Amanda Finch, all with Titan Growth
17. Madison Potter and Jake Michaels, both with GreenRope
18. Deanne Gustafson and Jared Gustafson, both with Kombucha on Tap
19. Michael Esposito of Snake Oil Cocktail Co.
20. Diana Sisti and Megan Mayall, both with Gold Sponsor AbacusNext
21. Adam Lohr, Justin Chaitin, and Kendall Kuhn, all with Gold Sponsor 

RSM US, and Anthony Sands of Signature Analytics
22. Danika Tanzini and Keynote Speaker Ashok Kamal of Tech Coast 

Angels – San Diego
23. Barb Chodos, President and Publisher of the San Diego Business 

Journal, and Armon Mills, Publisher Emeritus of the San Diego 
Business Journal

19

22

16

20

23

21
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