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How well do you know southern California?
If you’re like most, weekend explorations
may have become a bit habitual, returning

to the same destinations time and time again.
Maybe it’s time to find a new hidden gem.

One location that offers a unique blend of old-
style California with a mix of the latest culinary
pleasures and cultural events is
VenturaCountyWest—the cities of Camarillo,
Oxnard and Ventura.

VenturaCountWest hasn’t felt the brunt of the
overwhelming traffic and crowds that are the bane

of many local getaway
spots. It feels extrava-
gant but it’s one of
California’s great coastal
values. Ventura

County’s main industry is agriculture—with
orchards and strawberry fields still dotting the
landscape. Here are just a few ideas of things to do

during a stay in an area where each city has its
own set of sensibilities and cultural styles.

Camarillo

Closest to Los Angeles is Camarillo. Its restored
old town is filled with outdoor cafes, specialty
shops and a Saturday morning Farmers Market
with locally grown produce. For the shopping afi-
cionados looking for a “shopcation,” there is the
160-store Camarillo Premium Outlets. “Many visi-
tors to the outlets make it a two-day, shopping
weekend,” says Josephine Williams, general man-
ager of the Residence Inn by Marriott Camarillo.”
With the outlets spanning three centers, it takes a
couple days to get to all your favorite stores. A
couple days also allows visitors to explore the local
wineries and terrific restaurants in the area.”

A few miles away is the World War II Aviation
Museum at the Camarillo Airport. Visitors get a first-
hand account of airplane history from veteran pilots

and crew. Renovated vintage aircraft such as a C-46, a
C-131, a Japanese Zero are on display along with his-
torical exhibits and aviation art. You can even arrange
a flight in one of the restored planes. An added treat
is the airport’s Waypoint Café, located only a few
minutes from the museum. Pilots fly in from around
the country to take in the café’s home-style breakfasts
and lunches. The restaurant’s outdoor patio is a per-
fect spot to watch aircraft take off and land.

Oxnard

The seaside city of Oxnard has everything a
beach town can serve up—miles of sandy beaches,
ocean breezes, kayaking, whale watching, evening
cruises, museums and harbor dining. Plan a trip to
the Channel Islands (also available from Ventura)
with Island Packers or rent a bicycle and pedal
along the beach path. 

Mini Getaways Up the Coast

SouthernCalifornia
Staycation Guide

STAYCATION
SPOTLIGHT

continued on page 39

SouthernCalifornia
Staycation Guide

35 41_sfvbj_staycations_supplement.qxp  5/22/2013  8:13 PM  Page 35



36 SAN FERNANDO VALLEY BUSINESS JOURNAL MAY 27, 2013

More to Sea, More to Spend - BOOK BY JUNE 30TH
Book a minimum of a two (2) night stay at a participating hotel  
and receive two (2) $25 cards redeemable at Redondo Beach merchants.

You’ll find everything under the sun in Redondo Beach.
From waterfront activities and international cuisine to a 
healthy lifestyle, and of course...the beautiful  
Pacific Ocean.

Visit us again and plan ahead. Check out our summer events.

To book your stay  
visit: rbvisitors.keepingitlocal.com

Bask in the warm and sunny days of
summer without traveling too far
from home. Just a short drive from

Malibu, Westlake Village is one of Los
Angeles’s best kept secrets, rich in natural
beauty and local culture. Set in the scenic
Conejo Valley, it’s an easy commute to
surrounding cities, making it the perfect
destination for a weekend staycation. 

Gentle coastal breezes keep the skies
blue and the temperatures high through-

out the sum-
mer, wonderful
for enjoying all
of the outdoor
activities avail-

able in the local area.  Trailheads wind
through the Simi Valley Foothills and

Santa Monica Mountains, with nature
trails ideal for hiking and biking. For golf
enthusiasts, the region boasts a wide
selection of premiere courses including
Sherwood Country Club, Lost Canyons
and Malibu Golf Club.

Explore the local wineries and vine-
yards that have taken root over the last
twenty years in the fertile mountains in

Malibu. There is a perfect microclimate in
the hills above the coastal fog and excel-
lent weather for growing grapes, allowing
the area to become a recognized wine-
making region. 

For a taste of the local flavor, Cielo
Malibu Estate Vineyard is a neighbor-
hood favorite, and for a wine tasting
experience complete with an ocean view,

Take a Weekend Staycation in Westlake Village
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA STAYCATION GUIDE
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Rosenthal Malibu Estate is located right
on Pacific Coast Highway. Of course, no
wine-tasting tour would be complete
without a visit to Malibu Wines, produc-
ers of award-winning Semler and
Saddlerock wines. The open-air tasting
room off of Mulholland in the canyon
features live music and picnic tables,
making it a popular destination during
the summer months. 

The famous beaches of Malibu and
Point Dume are just a short, scenic drive
through one of the easily accessible
canyons in the Conejo Valley. A variety
of beaches range from popular surf spots
like Zuma and Leo Carrillo to the exclu-
sive and appropriately named Paradise
Cove beach, where gentle waves and
white sand are just right for some family
fun in the sun or for a romantic stroll at
sunset. 

Experience all that the Conejo Valley
has to offer with a weekend retreat at
Four Seasons Hotel Westlake Village.
Conveniently located off the 101 freeway,
the Hotel offers an escape that’s as active
or relaxed as you wish. Unwind poolside
while sipping signature mojitos or
smoothies in the tranquil setting of our
adults-only Serenity Pool or make a
splash at our indoor family pool. Indulge
in the blissful surroundings and treat-
ments of our award-winning spa, 2013
Luxury World Spa Award winner and
recently recognized by Condé Nast
Traveler and TripAdvisor as being one of
the top hotel spas in the country. 

The AAA Five Diamond hotel also
offers diverse restaurant options includ-
ing modern Japanese cuisine in ONYX
and jazz and champagne brunch in
Hampton’s. In the Lobby Lounge, locally
infused menus are featured in a fun and
interactive setting. On Friday nights, surf
meets turf at the Pacific Market buffet,
featuring an a la carte Raw Bar menu to
enhance your dining experience. Our sig-
nature Saturday night Mercato Italiano
feast is fun for the whole family, with tra-
ditional Italian dishes, hand-tossed pizza
served table-side and a gelato cart for a
refreshingly sweet dessert. Gather to
watch the latest sports event during the
afternoon then return for live music in
The Bar, or enjoy cocktails al fresco at
The Lookout outdoor lounge.

Whether you’re planning a romantic
getaway, a family vacation or just look-
ing for a little R&R, Four Seasons Hotel
Westlake Village has something for
everyone. 

For more information about the Four Seasons’
weekend specials, rates or packages or for
reservations, please call (818) 575-3000 or
visit www.fourseasons.com/westlakevillage. 
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THE BEST VIEWS OF THE ACTION, 
WORLD-CLASS AMENITIES AND 

EXCLUSIVE ACCESS TO VIP EXPERIENCES!
United Club Suites are the perfect setting to entertain a client, 

potential investor, reward employees or enjoy an evening out 

with friends and family.

· Complimentary food & beverage for all quarter, 
half and full-season packages.

· New 5-game packages, including BOS or NYY.

· All-inclusive individual game rentals & 3-game value packages.

DODGERS.COM/PREMIUM

“The best premium seat in Major League 

Baseball…Fans who sit here typically say 

that once you’ve sat in these seats for a 

game, sitting anywhere else just doesn’t 

seem to cut it.” – USA Today

· Now with more pricing and 
package options than ever before!

323-224-1320

The Dodgers’ newest premium seating area has been renovated, 

modernized and designed to offer a truly unique baseball experience!

· Now including the widest seats in Dodger Stadium!

· Increased riser height for dramatically improved sightlines!

· Flexible packages starting at 10 games to fit your schedule.

PREMIUMTIX@LADODGERS.COM
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Any time a wave of escapism strikes, a short drive will put you in the

middle of Five-star everything: a 40,000-square-foot spa, Malibu beaches,

wineries, Santa Monica Mountains and a brand of service that’s eminently red

carpet. Once here, your every inclination will be to stay put. Reservations can

be spontaneous, too. Forty minutes from LA. All Four Seasons. For

information, please call 1-818-575-3000 or visit fourseasons.com/westlakevillage.

Rates starting at $225

MY FAVORITE SEASON IS:

 _______ SNOW

_______ SPRING

_______ SPONTANEOUS

VenturaCountyWest is close and easy to get to, yet feels far from 
the everyday routine. And while it may feel extravagant, you’ll find 

VenturaCountyWest to be California’s great coastal value. 

In the world of truly legendary meetings, there is no room for ordinary 
and VenturaCountyWest is no ordinary place.

Great meetings begin when distractions 
are removed and replaced with inspiration. 
They happen when the atmosphere is fresh 

and focused, and when details are 
executed flawlessly.

Meet in
(800) 648-2124 
venturacountywest.com

8 212448

LET’S say you want to take a vacation.
Somewhere by the beach, perhaps.
Or maybe somewhere you can truly

relax and unwind. You want access to a
pool or a rooftop lounge and you want a
bevy of local activities to choose from.
Don’t worry! You can experience all this
in Redondo Beach. 

You’ll find everything under the sun in
Redondo Beach where there’s always More
to Sea. Redondo Beach is a laid back, beau-
tiful beach city with a rich history, unbeat-
able sunsets, a world famous pier and
plenty of ocean front hotels and restau-

rants at every
price level.
There’s virtual-
ly no end to
water sports

and recreation, including scuba diving,
surfing, stand up paddle boarding, biking,
fishing, whale watching and shopping. 

Redondo Beach is a destination offer-
ing fun for the whole family. Start with a
hearty breakfast at one of the many
restaurants catering to families at the
Redondo Beach Marina where you can
also take a ride on the glass bottom boat
or go kayaking under the sun. If you
bring the family dog with you, take her
for a romp at the Dog Park on 190th

and Flagler, where leashes aren’t neces-
sary. Take the kids for a self-guided
nature experience at Hopkins
Wilderness Park where they will see
ducks, geese, koi, and more in their nat-

ural environment. Hungry for lunch?
Grab a hamburger at one of the fast food
places strewn along Pacific Coast
Highway or choose from an array of
family-friendly restaurants and myriad
ethnic and international themed dining
spots on Artesia Boulevard. Don’t forget
to bring a bathing suit and sunscreen,
and head over to the Seaside Lagoon for
a day at the beach or enjoy an afternoon
of great shopping at South Bay Galleria
or boutique shopping in Rivera Village.
If you’re not completely out of steam
yet, head to the Redondo Beach Pier for
an old fashioned arcade with pinball,
video and carnival games. There are lots
of places for an inexpensive seaside din-
ner right there on the Pier. Be sure to
attend the Redondo Beach Lobster
Festival on September 20-22 for a family
feast. If you want the little ones to have
a more educational experience, stop in at
the SEA Lab and learn all about sea life
and their efforts to keep the ocean clean
and healthy.

It’s not too soon to start planning for
a summer staycation. Here’s a special
offer: If you book a two night hotel stay
through December, you get two $25 gift
cards, that’s $50 so you have more to
spend during your Redondo Beach visit.  

Special rates and packages available at
Redondo Beach hotels include: Palos
Verdes Inn, Portofino Hotel & Marina,
Crowne Plaza, and Best Western
Sunrise Inn. Purchases can be made with

your $50 at restaurants such as Baleen’s
Kitchen, boutique shops in the Riviera
Village like the eclectic Harmony Works,
Tic Time at South Bay Galleria and
numerous local merchants. 

Instead of spending the big bucks on
traveling out of town, consider Redondo
Beach as you’re ideal staycation. There’s
more fun and less stress when there
aren’t so many “Are we there yet?” ques-
tions. And, it’ll save you the hassle of air-
port security, economy rental cars, and

unspoken obligatory souvenirs for friends
and family.

So hit the road, Jack and Jill, and
you’ll find Redondo Beach, where there’s
always more to “sea,” is the perfect stay-
cation destination. 

Call (310) 376-6911 or visit
rbvisitors.keepingitlocal.com and choose a
Redondo Beach hotel for your staycation. Be
sure to bookmark www.VisitRedondo.com for
detailed, up-to-the-minute event listings.

There’s More to ‘Sea’ in Redondo Beach,
Instead of Jet-Setting Off Into the Distance 
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“People are always commenting on the
clean beaches and how it isn’t overly
crowded.” says Lisa Asdikian general man-
ager of Embassy Suites Mandalay Beach
Hotel & Resort. “Spending a weekend in
VenturaCountyWest definitely makes you
feel far from the everyday routine.”

A little inland, experience a great after-
noon or evening at Heritage Square, with
its 14 restored Victorian homes and struc-
tures built between 1876 and 1910.
Volunteer docents conduct tours through
the buildings on weekends. Then, wine
taste at Rancho Ventavo Wine Cellars
(located in the restored “Scarlett House”)
followed by nine holes of “twilight” golf
starting after 1:00 p.m. or “sunset” golf
after 3:30 p.m. at the 36-hole River Ridge
Golf Course. Top off the day with a play at
the Elite Theatre Company at Fisherman’s
Wharf in Channel Islands Harbor.

Ventura

Ventura in spring and summer is clas-
sic southern California. Sun yourself on
Ventura’s miles of beaches (parking is
free), take in Sunday concerts at Ventura
Harbor Village beginning June 23 or rent
an electric boat, paddle boat or kayak for
a leisurely trip around the harbor
(expect to see plenty of sea lions sun-
ning themselves). You can also enjoy
“Music Under the Stars” at the historic
Olivas Adobe Historical Park in Ventura.
Outdoor concerts begin July 13 and run
for nine Saturdays until September 7.
Dine on the grassy picnic area and
dance on a majestic wooden ballroom
floor. Scheduled are bands and perform-
ers of every musical variety.

“There is so much to do outdoors in
VenturaCountyWest. Visitors play Frisbee,
paddleboard, take a romantic walk on the
beach—or watch the surfers at the world
famous C-Street break,” says Douglas
Wood, general manager of the Crowne
Plaza Ventura Beach Hotel. “And there’s
the new Ventura Botanical Gardens. The
first trail from City Hall along the hillsides
in Grant Park is complete; its views of the
Pacific coastline, downtown Ventura and
into Oxnard are magnificent.” 

A few blocks from the shore is
Ventura’s Main Street, perfect for
strolling, sampling wines and foods,
shopping and enjoying live nighttime
entertainment. Always a favorite is the
Ventura Food Tour, a walking tour that
combines local history, culinary educa-
tion and of course the tastes of local food
and wines. The tours are available on
weekends and some weekdays.

For more information, places to stay and
inspiring things to do, visit
www.VenturaCountyWest.com.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA STAYCATION GUIDE
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Get it as
it Happens.

Local Business News from
Your Local Business Source.

Follow us: @SFVBJ

Whether its arts & culture or
heart-racing family-friendly
attractions, there’s no need to

pack a bag or book a flight – the San
Fernando Valley and its immediate sur-
roundings have it all!

Here’s a list of the latest new and/or
improved fun things to do in or near the
Valley for “staycationers” seeking some-
thing different this summer.

• Six Flags Magic Mountain — On June
30, 2012 the world’s tallest vertical drop
ride thrilled its first passengers at this pop-
ular theme park. Named after one of DC
Comics’ most dangerously intelligent
super-villains and Superman’s greatest
enemy, “LEX LUTHOR: Drop of Doom,”
is attached to both sides of the iconic
“SUPERMAN: Escape from Krypton”
tower. Riders sit inside a floorless gondo-
la on one of two vertical tracks flanking
each side of the “SUPERMAN” tower.
They are pulled to the top of the 400-foot
tower, experience a brief pause, and then
drop 40 stories at speeds of up to 85 mph.
www.sixflags.com/magicmountain
• Cahuenga Peak (Hollywood) — In
March, 2012, a new, 138-acre mountain
parcel of parkland, called Cahuenga Peak,
was added to Griffith Park just west of the
Hollywood sign. Visitors can hike to the
peak from the Griffith Observatory along
a steep, rocky one-mile-long trail to enjoy
stunning panoramic views of Los Angeles.
Griffith Park is one of the largest, wild
urban parks in the U.S. www.laparks.org.

• California Science Center
(Downtown) – The U.S. Space Shuttle
Endeavour went on display at the
California Science Center on Oct. 30,
2012. The space shuttle first flew in May
1992, replacing Challenger, which was
lost in 1986. Endeavour’s return to
Southern California is a symbolic home-
coming, as it was built in Palmdale and
often landed at nearby Edwards Air Force
Base. Admission to the California Science
Center is free and there is a nominal $2
charge to see the Endeavour. www.califor-
niasciencecenter.org
• Civic Park (Downtown) — The 16-acre
Grand Park was unveiled on July 26,
2012, unifying the landmark institutions
in Los Angeles’ Civic Center, stretching
down Bunker Hill from the Music Center
to City Hall and passing between the
county-owned buildings on Temple and
First streets to the steps of City Hall. The
park continues the renaissance of down-
town LA, which in recent years has seen
the $2.5 billion entertainment complex
called L.A. Live sprout just 10 blocks away
including the Nokia Center, Staples
Center, a pair of world-class hotels and
numerous upscale restaurants, nightclubs
and theaters. http://civicpark.lacounty.gov
• El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical
Monument’s “America Tropical” Mural
(Downtown) — Painted in 1932 by well-
known Mexican painter David Alfaro
Siqueiros on the second-story wall of
Italian Hall on Olvera Street, “America
Tropical,” is an aesthetic and political

mural that was whitewashed within a
year of being completed and was restored
for public viewing on Oct. 9, 2012.
“America Tropical” is one of only three
murals painted by Siqueiros. An $8-mil-
lion public-private investment was made
toward the completion of the mural’s
restoration, as well as construction of a
protective shelter, viewing platform, and
visitor bridge in the America Tropical
Interpretive Center. The 80- by 18-foot
mural provides an understanding of the
social and political climate influencing
public art in 1930s Los Angeles.
www.getty.edu/conservation
• Japanese Garden at the Huntington
(San Gabriel Valley) –The Japanese
Garden at the Huntington Library, Art
Collections, and Botanical Gardens
reopened its beloved Japanese Garden on
April 11, 2012, after being closed for a
year to undergo $6.8 million in renova-
tions and improvements. One of the
highlights of the project is the installa-
tion of a ceremonial teahouse.
www.huntington.org
• Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical
Gardens (Downtown) —”LAIR, The
Living Amphibians, Invertebrates and
Reptiles” exhibit, opened March 8, 2012,
with magnificent new homes for the
Zoo’s outstanding reptile collection, one
of the most rare among North American
zoos. Species featured in the new conser-
vation facility include Chinese giant sala-
manders, crocodiles, venomous snakes,
scorpions, rare tortoises, blue frogs and

much more. www.lazoo.org
• Starline Tours (Hollywood) — Two
new routes debuted in 2012 on Starline
Tours’ CitySightseeing Hop-On Hop-Off
Double Decker City Tour expanding the
tour’s coverage to more than 100 miles.
One new route stops at LAX hotels,
Fisherman’s Village, Marina del Rey, and
Venice Beach, allowing passengers to
connect to Santa Monica, Beverly Hills,
Los Angeles and Hollywood. Tours depart
daily and include a “Show & $ave” pro-
motion for discounts at more than 50
museums and other attractions. In addi-
tion, a new station in Anaheim allows
passengers to connect to the Hop On
Hop Off system throughout the Los
Angeles area. www.starlinetours.com.?
• Sundance Sunset Cinemas
(Hollywood) – Sip wine and ease into a
plush rocker at the new Sundance Sunset
Cinemas. Actor Robert Redford’s theater
opened on August 31, 2012 at the former
Laemmle Sunset 5 space at 8000 Sunset
Blvd. and features five screens with a
total of 635 seats; reserved stadium seat-
ing; a rebuilt lobby with a bistro serving
classic movie treats, quick snacks and a
bar serving beer and wine; an outdoor
patio area; and an art gallery featuring
local artists. The theatre specializes in
movies made by local and independent
filmmakers and foreign language titles.
www.sundancecinemas.com/sunset
• Universal Studios Hollywood (Studio
City)— “Transformers,” the electrifying
blockbuster celebrated for its multi-genera-

New Valley Staycation Ideas for 2013 
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With the economy still a chal-
lenge for many of our collec-
tive pocketbooks, and with

the prices of food and fuel seemingly on
a continuous rise, more and more fami-
lies are opting to forgo the traveling
vacation and stay home this summer.
But it doesn’t mean the working mem-
bers of the family should avoid asking
for that coveted time off.  While tradi-
tional vacations may be out this sum-
mer, “staycations” are taking their place
in a big way. 

About 50 percent of American trav-
elers are changing their summer travel
plans because of prohibitive gasoline
costs and sticking closer to home,
according to a survey by the travel Web
site TripAdvisor. 

Many say they’ll be relaxing in their
own yard, such as Pete and Megan
Rooney of Woodland Hills. This sum-
mer, the Rooneys are pitching a tent,
building a campfire and taking in the
night sky. The budget-conscious couple
says vacation is a mindset. 

“It’s kind of like roughing it. We
have friends that make fun of us, you
have to be here to see it,” Megan
Rooney said. 

In Encino, the Dixon family is choos-
ing local tourist draws like Universal
Studios. 

“We want to give the kids the full
amusement park experience, but you
don’t have to travel out of the Valley to
enjoy what we have here,” said Kim
Dixon. 

Gina Calhoun of Studio City is mak-
ing reservations at a couple of local
hotels for her and her kids. 

“They love staying in hotels, period.
The pool, the amenities, the room serv-
ice – we can do it all close to home and
think just how much we’ll save doing it
here in the Valley versus traveling to
Hawaii or the Bahamas,” she said. 

In Calabasas, the Griffin family are
prepping for their own film festival at
home.  They’ve gathered about fifteen of
their favorite DVDs and have a huge 58”
plasma to screen them on for family and
friends over about a two week period.  

“Having all this stuff right at the tips
of our fingers has actually kept us
home, kept us from going on vacations.
We’ve just been able to enjoy ourselves
at home,” Vicki Griffin found. 

Many parents, in fact, find the stay-
cation more relaxing than going away,
especially if they have young children. 

“I turned my backyard into a ‘family
decathlon,’ that includes Wiffle balls, a
tent, bobbing for apples, hula hoops and
a picnic area complete with blanket and
barbecue,” said Lisa Silva of Van Nuys. 
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tional appeal, inventive storyline, spectacu-
lar action sequences and special effects, has
been developed as a new theme park
mega-attraction in a partnership with
Universal Parks & Resorts, Hasbro Inc. and
DreamWorks Pictures. The attraction at
Universal Studios Hollywood made its
debut May 2012, fusing 3D-HD media,
mega-special effects and stunning robotics
with a ride system that transforms percep-
tions of theme park experiences. The
dynamic, motion-based thrill ride tells an
original “Transformers” story using sophis-
ticated special effects masterminded by
Industrial Light & Magic and one of the
most elaborate roaming flight simulator
ride systems ever created. The theme park
is currently home to such groundbreaking
attractions as “King Kong 360 3-D,” “The
Simpsons Ride” “Revenge of the Mummy
— The Ride,” “Shrek 4-D,” “Jurassic Park —
The Ride,” and the world-renowned Studio
Tour, which takes guests behind the scenes
of landmark TV and movie locations.
www.universalstudioshollywood.com

Information for this article was provided by
the Los Angeles Tourism & Convention
Board, a private, nonprofit business associa-
tion whose primary mission is to market and
promote Los Angeles as the premier site for
leisure travel, meetings and conventions.
Though not part of City government, LA
Tourism is recognized as the City’s official
tourism marketing organization. For more
information, visit the official visitor informa-
tion website of Los Angeles at
www.discoverLosAngeles.com, 
www.facebook.com/LosAngelesFan or go to
Twitter @discoverLA.

Valley Locals Share
Summer Staycation Ideas
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How to Have
a Great
Staycation 

• Schedule start and end dates.

Just as you would with a vacation,

schedule a beginning and ending

for your staycation to make it feel

like an official vacation. Otherwise,

it runs the risk of feeling like just

another string of nights in front of

the tube. 

• Pack that time with activities.

Plan a daily activity, and make sure

something takes you out of the

house — for fun — every day. 

• Declare a “choratorium.” That

means no chores! Don’t make the

bed, vacuum, clean out the closets,

pull weeds — nothing. You’re on

vacation! 

• Take staycation photos or videos,

just as you would if you went away

from home for your vacation.
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