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had several goals when entering the MBA program: launching a successful
business; becoming a better leader; and overall personal growth,” said Jon
Rettinger, MBA ’11, president and founder of TechnoBuffalo LLC. “I can honestly
say all of my goals were realized and it was one of the best experiences of my
life. Venture capitalists weren’t willing to talk to me before I started the MBA
Program at the Merage School. Soon after I started, several faculty and staff

members facilitated some connections to a few executives they believed would be
interested in my concept. Not long after that, my business was born and now
TechnoBuffalo is in the top-tier of technology blogs with over 6.4 million page views per
month. The Merage School MBA gave me the skills and confidence to launch me on my
career path.”

Unlike larger business schools and those with extensive online or satellite classes,
UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business provides students with direct access to a
faculty of top-notch professors, experienced business executives, and a dedicated staff
who provide a challenging yet highly personalized learning environment. In this way,
the Merage School creates an educational experience tailored to each student, helping
them to achieve their unique career goals.

“We have made a commitment to our students to provide the highest quality MBA
education possible,” said Andy Policano, dean of The Paul Merage School of Business.
“Our faculty, students, staff and the business community have provided us with
invaluable feedback on how we can continue to improve our curriculum and resources
to better meet the demands of our students and the employers that hire them. We
listened closely and we implemented many suggestions. This open dialog has provided
tremendous value to our mission as a top public university research-based business
school and sets the stage for future successes at the School.”

Upon entry into the Merage School, students are assigned small study teams that will
be maintained throughout the program. These teams are hand-selected by faculty and
staff to provide a diverse, balanced learning experience for the students helping them
to develop strong teamwork and leadership skills.

“By personally assigning teams, we challenge our students to thrive academically and
develop the teamwork and management skills that will take them to the next level in
their careers,” said Assistant Dean of the Full-Time MBA program Gary Lindblad. “We
want every student to be challenged by their student peers, and be held accountable
for their individual contributions to team projects. This approach gives our students the
confidence to handle any type of management challenge.”

Many experience this personal touch at their first encounter. “I still remember when I
first met Gary Lindblad for the interview in Beijing,” said Bonnie Chen, MBA ’11, who is
currently working as a senior project manager for Johnson and Johnson in Shanghai. “I
told him my career aspirations and he shared with me his insights as an educator on
how an MBA can prepare future business leaders to make positive impacts on the
business community. Gary’s personal insights helped solidify my decision to pursue an
MBA at the Merage School,” Chen recalled.

“The time I spent at the Merage School was not only enriching from a knowledge

I
UC Irvine’s Merage School Shows 

Personalization is Key to MBA Success
perspective, but it also emphasized the value of collaborating with a global class,” said
Geetanjali Singh, MBA ’10, from her office at Oracle in Mumbai. “Some of my best
friends today are my Merage School classmates and a number of them come from
different cultures. My time spent with them has helped me grow as a person, both
professionally and personally. Today, I have classmates in more than eight countries,
and I can reach out to them at any time.”

According to Jean Batman, MBA ’85, attorney and co-founder of Legal Venture
Counsel Inc., “The School provided me with the tools to become a successful
entrepreneur in the legal industry. Success in the business world requires many
different skills and effective team-building is critical. However, the more hats you wear
in business, the more important it is to have some competency in a variety of critical
skills, like the ability to produce a quality product or service, understand the market and
the competition and analyze financial statements. Batman added, “The Merage School
provided me with a great personalized education, but not without some ‘tough love’
assignments and feedback from faculty members. I may not have realized it at the
time, but those moments were paramount to my ability to effectively run a legal
business.”

The personalization strategy has served the students and the School equally well.
UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business consistently ranks among the top 10
percent of all AACSB-accredited programs through world-class faculty, a strong alumni
network and close individual and corporate relationships. These rankings reflect the
quality of students the School can successfully recruit, overall student satisfaction,
faculty research and the career outcomes of students after graduation.

“Over the past few years, we increased our focus on personalization even in our
recruitment efforts. We held more recruitment events, increased our student outreach
and the involvement of our faculty, current students and alumni in recruitment efforts,”
said Alladi Venkatesh, professor and associate dean of Masters Programs. “All of these
tactics combined resulted in a better-qualified target audience for our MBA programs,
and ultimately, a strong yield with regard to our enrollment.”

The Paul Merage School of Business offers four MBA programs: a Full-Time MBA,
part-time MBA (Fully Employed MBA), Executive MBA and a Health Care Executive
MBA program. In addition, the school offers PhD and undergraduate business degrees.
Recently, the school introduced three new Master’s programs: a Master of Professional
Accountancy and joint master’s programs like the Master of Science in Engineering
Management and Master of Science in Biotechnology Management.

Located in the heart of America’s Tech Coast, The Paul Merage School of Business
at UC Irvine combines the academic strengths and best traditions of the University of
California with the cutting-edge, entrepreneurial spirit of Orange County.

The Fully Employed MBA program is accepting applications for an accelerated 27-
month MBA program that starts Spring 2013. All four MBA programs, and the new
master programs, are accepting applications for Fall 2013.

For more information, visit merage.uci.edu/mbaprograms.

Geetanjali (Geet) Singh, MBA '10 
Marketing Manager, Oracle Corporate Citizenship, Asia Pacific

Jon Rettinger, MBA '11 
President and founder, TechnoBuffalo LLC
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t Vanguard University in Costa Mesa, we’ve got the perfect mix – unbeatable
academic training, world-class arts and entertainment programs, a beautiful
campus and a strong spiritual foundation. Our alums are executives at Disney,
Nike and Buck Knives (including CEO Chuck Buck), to name just a few.

“Vanguard was an important part of helping us start Wahoo’s Fish Taco,” says
Vanguard alum Ed Lee ’87, co-founder and CEO of Wahoo’s Fish Taco. “The theories and
work ethic I learned in the financing and marketing courses helped us, and the professors
were instrumental. Unlike at a bigger school, Vanguard gives you a one-on-one experience.”

Small class sizes and professors who care make the difference at Vanguard. We believe
learning goes beyond the classroom and happens in the context of relationships with faculty
and other students. Our professors serve as mentors inside and outside the classroom, giving
students the knowledge they need and the wisdom to apply it in the real world.

Vanguard’s faculty is simply outstanding. Our professors advise U.S. presidents, win
national theater awards, pioneer scientific research in China, perform at Carnegie Hall and the
Hollywood Bowl, and much more. Seventy percent of our professors hold doctorates in their
field from some of the most prestigious universities in the world. Those same professors teach
every course and mentor students at Vanguard. No one gets lost in the back of a lecture hall,
and at Vanguard, graduate students never teach our classes.

For 90 years, this personalized approach has yielded a distinguished list of alums – leading
scientists, best-selling authors, network television producers, high-level military leaders and
world-changing business leaders.

“I fell in love with Vanguard,” says Kristina Kuzmic-Crocco ’01, host of Kristina’s Fearless
Kitchen on the Oprah Winfrey Network. “My time there helped me become more confident
being in front of people, and I made lifelong friends.”

Larry Mantle, founder and host of AirTalk on NPR affiliate KPCC, and winner of multiple
Golden Mic awards, says his experience at Vanguard shaped his life and career.

“I love Vanguard,” says Mantle. “I have such positive feelings about the university. It’s a very
important part of my life. The professors had a profound impact on me. I wouldn’t be the
person I am without my years at Vanguard.”

With more than 30 majors and concentrations to choose from, Vanguard University has a
path for everyone. Best-selling author and brain scan pioneer Dr. Daniel Amen ’78 says his
undergraduate education at Vanguard put him on course to become a leader in the medical
profession.

“I really love Vanguard. My whole experience there was wonderful,” says Amen. “I had
incredibly good teachers and got a terrific education.”

Two thousand miles away in Washington, D.C., Nathan Gonzales says Vanguard helped
launch him into his career as a nationally-known political analyst. Gonzales is the political
editor of the Rothenberg Political Report, which gives in-depth analysis of congressional,
senatorial and gubernatorial races across the country. He is frequently quoted in the Wall
Street Journal, New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times and USA Today, and
has appeared on Fox News Channel, CNN and more.

“At Vanguard, I discovered that there is more to learning than sitting in a classroom,” says
Gonzales, who discovered his passion for politics when he spent a semester as an intern at
the White House press office in the West Wing.

No matter the area of study, Vanguard gives students the understanding they need to think
critically, communicate clearly and interact intelligently – taking them places they never
thought possible.

Visit vanguard.edu and see why at Vanguard University, we go beyond the classroom,
beyond scholarship, beyond the expected. At Vanguard, your story matters.

Vanguard University is located at 55 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa, 92626. Call 714.556.3610 for
more information.

A
Vanguard University Alums Lead in 
Entertainment, Medicine and More

Vanguard believes learning goes beyond the classroom and happens in the context of
relationships with faculty and other students.
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randman University, a part of the Chapman
University System, announced that U.S. News &
World Report recently released the “2013 Best
Online Education Program Rankings,” naming
Brandman among the top 10 online bachelor’s
(undergraduate) programs in the nation. Ranked as

No. 8 out of 213 schools on the “Best Online Bachelor’s
Programs” list for 2013, Brandman is the sole California
institution among the top 10, eclipsing all privates and
participating public schools from our state. Furthermore,
within California, we ranked as the third highest Graduate
Education Program online and the third highest Graduate
Business Program online. Additionally, our Graduate
Education and Business Programs both made the top 100
nationally; Education is 55 of 190 ranked schools and
Graduate Business (MBA) is 70 of 197 ranked programs.

This new category of rankings from U.S. News confirms
that online education is gaining in popularity and rapidly
earning respect from employers. In fact, the publication states
that, “more than 6.7 million students – 32 percent of total
higher education enrollment – took at least one online course
through a university in 2011.” Almost half of all college
students today are considered “non-traditional,” over age 25
and simultaneously tending to family and job responsibilities
while earning a college degree. Online programs suit these
busy students who have to fit school into their hectic
schedules.

The first-ever rankings of online educational programs by
U.S. News were released in 2012, with Brandman
University’s online MBA program earning a top spot on the
Honor Roll. Brandman was the only university in California to
make the 14-school Honor Roll in 2012. The Honor Roll has
since been retired, and in 2013 U.S. News has moved to a
more traditional form of rankings mirroring the publication’s
annual, influential lists of top traditional (four-year residential) universities by ranking
programs in numerical order from 1 to 100 based on a weighted numerical score. To
summarize the 2013 rankings,

Brandman was named Number 8 Best Online Bachelors Program in the U.S.
� Brandman University is the only California University to be ranked in the Top 10 for Best 

Online Bachelors Programs.
� With a university-wide graduation rate of nearly 70 percent, Brandman’s programs 

exceed the average graduation rate among the Top 20 online bachelor programs ranked 
by U.S. News.

� Brandman’s faculty is ranked #15 among all Online Bachelors programs.
� Brandman’s Student Services are ranked #12 among the 237 Online Bachelors 

programs evaluated by U.S. News.
� Brandman University has more instructional faculty on staff than any other online 

bachelor program ranked in the Top 10.

Brandman’s Online MBA named No. 3 in California
� Brandman’s faculty ranked higher than three of the Top 10 online graduate business 

programs ranked by U.S. News.  
� Brandman’s student services are ranked #11 among the 213 online graduate business 

programs evaluated by U.S. News. 
� Brandman’s online graduate business programs were ranked third best among California 

programs evaluated by U.S. News. 
� Ranked #11 for Student Services in the Online Graduate Business Programs. 
� Brandman’s online graduate business programs ranked in the top 30th percentile of the 

213 online graduate business programs ranked by U.S. News.

Brandman was named Top 100 nationally, Best Online Graduate Education Programs
� Brandman’s online graduate education programs ranked higher than half of the Top 10 

programs in the area of student services.
� Brandman’s student services are ranked #14 among the 208 online graduate education 

programs evaluated by U.S. News.
� Brandman’s online graduate education programs were ranked third best among 

California programs evaluated by U.S. News.
� Brandman University has more instructional faculty on staff than any of the Top 10 online

B
Brandman University Named Top Ten Best Online Program by U.S. News & World Report
Brandman University, a part of the Chapman University System, demonstrates high-quality online options for working professionals

by Dr. Glenn Worthington, Dean, Brandman University School of Business and Professional Studies

graduate education programs ranked by U.S. News.
Furthermore, in 2013, the overall quality of Brandman

University’s online programs was recognized in numerous
categories by U.S. News: 

� Brandman’s online programs averaged in the Top 20th 
percentile among programs ranked by U.S. News & World 
Report.

� Brandman’s online programs have been recognized with 
Top Honors and as Best in Class two out of the two years 
U.S. News has ranked online programs.

� In the area of student services, Brandman’s programs 
ranked higher than most of the Top 10 programs. 

� Brandman’s faculty was ranked in the Top 20 across all 
online programs.

Whether you are searching for a university to finish your
college degree or evaluating the educational background
of your future employees, the U.S. News & World Report
rankings are a good indicator of quality. U.S. News collects
data directly from colleges and universities, as well as from
other sources. This year, the magazine reported that 92
percent of the 1,391 colleges and universities it surveyed
responded to its request for statistical information; of
those, 860 online programs were evaluated for the ranking
list. Additional data was obtained from the American
Association of University Professors, the National
Collegiate Athletic Association, the Council for Aid to
Education, and the U.S. Department of Education’s
National Center for Education Statistics. The magazine
evaluates and analyzes data on various indicators of
academic quality and assigns a weight to each factor
based on its relative importance. It then tabulates
composite scores and ranks institutions against others in
the same peer group. Complete U.S. News & World Report

rankings are available at www.usnews.com/colleges.
College is the most important investment in your future that you’ll make, even more

so if you are returning to school as a working professional. The national rankings
provide an excellent starting point, but when choosing a university, it is wise to
implement a check list of critical factors. First, look at the school’s accreditation.
Start with a university that has regional accreditation. Brandman University is
accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), the same
agency that accredits Chapman, Stanford and the California State and University of
California systems.

Next, look at graduation rates and student loan default rates. At nearly 70
percent for the past four years, Brandman’s graduation rate exceeds the national
average. But look further, as loan default rates also provide a surprisingly accurate
gauge of a university’s quality. Quite simply, students pay back their loans when they
are able to graduate and put their degrees to work. That makes the national default
rate for all universities – 13.4 percent (three-year 2009 cohort announced Sept.
2012*) – a good initial criterion to use during your search. If a school’s default rate is
above the national average, be very cautious. In August 2012, the California Student
Aid Commission announced new standards that rendered 154 schools in California
ineligible for Cal Grants due to low graduation rates and high loan default rates.
Eighty-nine percent (137) of the 154 schools that were eliminated from the Cal Grant
program were private, for-profit institutions – including the University of Phoenix, ITT
Technical Institute, Kaplan College, Heald College and other familiar names. The for-
profit sector has historically dominated online education but it is no longer the only
choice. Brandman, for example, is a nonprofit that caters solely to non-traditional
students. Brandman University’s default rate is 3.5* percent, one of the lowest in the
country. Brandman students are working adults that depend on flexible schedules and
degree programs, yet they perform better than students at most four-year colleges
and far better than other evening and online universities. Graduation rates and loan
default rates are calculated annually and can be found on the DOE website:
www.ed.gov.

As online education evolves, gains respect and rises in credibility, it is important to
make the right choice and avoid the charlatans. An online degree is every bit as
challenging and sometimes more so than one earned in traditional classrooms.
Employers will always recognize the value of a quality education. For all of these
reasons, it is crucial to do your due diligence when choosing a university.

*U.S. Department of Education
www2.ed.gov/offices/OSFAP/defaultmanagement/cdr.html

Dr. Glenn Worthington

About Brandman University
Brandman University is a private, nonprofit institution accredited by the Western

Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). Established in 1958 and a part of the
Chapman University System, Brandman blends a legacy of academic excellence with
progressive, innovative curriculum and strong support services designed for working

professionals. The university serves more than 12,000 students annually in 50+
undergraduate, graduate, credential, and certificate programs in arts and sciences,
business, education and health, offered both online and through 26 campuses in
California and Washington. For more information, visit www.brandman.edu.
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ur name has represented quality, integrity, affordability and professional
education for more than 97 years. In the heart of Irvine’s Spectrum Area,
Webster University, offers innovative business degree and counseling degree
programs that expressly meet the needs of busy working professionals. The
Irvine Campus, established in 1979 offers several Master’s degree program
options: the Master Business Administration (MBA), the M.A. in Management &

Leadership, the M.A. in Human Resources Management and the “dual major” M.A. in
Human Resources & Management/Leadership and the Master of Arts in Counseling with
MFCC. Additionally, we offer the B.A. degree completion program in Management.

At Webster University, you will enjoy a top education at affordable tuition. Webster
University is ranked in the
top tier of “America’s Best
Colleges” by U.S. News &
World Report (2013 Edition)
and the base MBA degree
program tuition in 2012-
2013 academic year is
$20,880 (36 semester
credits at $580 per credit) –
and, there are no ancillary
university fees.

Webster University, a
private, nonprofit university was founded in 1915 and has been continuously accredited
since 1925. In 2008, the University’s regional accreditation was reaffirmed with
commendations for 10 years, the maximum time awarded. Additionally, ALL business
degree programs are accredited by Accreditation Council for Business Schools and
Programs (ACBSP). The ACBSP accreditation team named Webster “Best in Class” for
outcomes assessment. The latter confirms our commitment to academic quality and
student learning. Additionally, our students are eligible for invitation to Delta Mu Delta, the
international honor society in business administration.

All graduate and undergraduate courses are offered weekday evenings (from 6 p.m. – 10
p.m.) in an accelerated (9) nine-week format, allowing degree completion at an accelerated
pace. New terms begin in January, March, May, August and October each year – so you
can begin your Webster degree at a convenient time.

Finally, 11 graduate degree programs, including: the MBA, MA-Human Resources MA-
Management/Leadership, MA-Teaching, MA-Public Relations; as well as four certificate
programs – government contracting, decision support systems, web services/development
are completely online coursework programs for the busy traveler. You can complete your
degree program completely online or in-class or combine the two options for most Webster
degree programs.

Call Webster University at 949.450.9066 for a personalized consultation or visit our
website at www.webster.edu/irvine. We are conveniently located just off the I-5 or I-405
freeway, near the Irvine Spectrum at 32 Discovery, Suite 250 in Irvine, CA 92618.

O
Webster University’s Business Degrees

Are Accredited by ACBSP!

Webster University is ranked in the top tier
of “America’s Best Colleges” by U.S. News &

World Report (2013 Edition) and the base
MBA degree program tuition in 2012-2013

academic year is $20,880 (36 semester
credits at $580 per credit) – and, there are no

ancillary university fees.

Webster University offers innovative business degree and counseling degree programs
that expressly meet the needs of busy working professionals.
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ertificates are now the second most common post-secondary award in the
U.S., with more than one million awarded each year. More affordable and
taking less time to complete than college degrees, certificates give job-seekers
an edge in the job market. Certificates can be obtained in many fields, from
health care and computer technology to project management and human
resources.

A recent study by the Center on Education and the Workforce at Georgetown
University found that people who obtained certificates earned about the same median
income as those who attended some college, and earned about 20 percent more than
the median earnings of workers with a high school education.

The study’s lead author, Anthony P. Carnevale, director of the Center on Education
and the Workforce, said that certificates may also benefit those who struggle with
academics in that they deliver “focused training” to help provide “sufficient skills to give
them jobs above what they would normally get based on their educational achievement.”
The study also found that one-third of U.S. certificate holders go on to get a degree.

The College of Continuing and Professional Education (CCPE) at California State
University, Long Beach offers more than 30 certificate programs in a range of fields, from
forensic science and event planning to physical therapy and supply chain management.
Certificate programs offer a concentrated way to gain a solid core of knowledge in a

C
The Value of Certificate Programs

specific field, update your skills, advance
your career, or get the edge needed to
land your dream job. Some of their
programs are offered online, so you can
learn from the comfort of your home or
office.

For more information about CSULB’s
programs go to www.ccpe.csulb.edu or
call 800.963.2250.

The College of Continuing and Professional Education (CCPE) at California State
University, Long Beach offers more than 30 certificate programs in a range of fields.
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s the fifth largest b-school in the nation,
Mihaylo College of Business and
Economics at Cal State Fullerton provides
a world-class business education. The
college’s strong interaction with the
Southern California business community

provides a unique real-world experience while
gaining the knowledge and skills to advance your
career.

Mihaylo College features nationally recognized
faculty, award-winning students, forward-looking
curriculum and flexible programs which attract
talented and diverse students from around the
globe. Mihaylo is one of five schools in California
and one of only 180 schools worldwide holding the prestigious dual accreditation in
business administration and accounting from AACSB, the international accrediting body
for business schools. In addition, Mihaylo College is recognized annually by Princeton
Review as one of the “Best Business Schools,” and by U.S. News & World Report as one
of the top 115 part-time MBA programs and #5 for online business
graduate programs.

Add to that the significantly higher rate of return for a Mihaylo MBA
versus that of most private and public institutions, along with our
unmatched alumni base in Southern California – and you’ve got an
unbeatable choice: Mihaylo. “Earning my MBA from Mihaylo gave me
the opportunity for success in my career; it was the best investment
of my life,” says Greg Waller ’78 MBA. Waller is a board member at
Endologix Inc. and the CFO of Ulthera Corp.

Mihaylo and Orange County: An Economic Marriage and
Powerhouse Combination

Mihaylo fuels the economic and corporate success of Orange
County and Southern California. Through its educational programs,
the College instills in its vast corps of graduates strong core
business knowledge, critical thinking skills and motivation, thereby
putting them in position to contribute to the success of area
businesses. The College’s impact is far-reaching because it serves as a
thought leader contributing to the economic progress of Southern
California. Even with the focus clearly on Southern California, the reach and
impact is felt worldwide. Mihaylo graduates work across the country and internationally,
and with over 40,000 grads living in Southern California, this advantage really does make
Mihaylo College of Business and Economics the dominant driving force of business in our
region.

Southern California: The Region in the World
In business, place matters, especially when you are talking about impact and position.

Being a force in Southern California is markedly different than “owning” the Texas
panhandle or the Great Lakes region. Southern California is one of the most vibrant and
diverse business communities in the United States. It is a gateway to the Pacific Rim and
a global nexus for business.  Being a major force in this region coupled with the largest
alumni base of any Southern California business school is an advantage few can match.

The MBA and Other Graduate Curriculum at Mihaylo
Mihaylo offers both full-time and part-time MBA programs. The full-time program

features the innovative Mihaylo Leadership Academy with its 7-2-7 semester format and
includes an international trip within the fee structure. Those students with significant
professional experience gravitate to the Fully-Employed MBA (FEMBA) program offered at
the CSUF Irvine campus. This accelerated, cohort-based program creates an immediate
professional network and all courses are scheduled to accommodate working
professionals. Rochelle Reiter ’00 MBA, partner and vice president of business
development for Orange Label Art + Advertising, agrees, “The Irvine campus FEMBA

A
The Mihaylo MBA

A world-class business education
program fit my schedule and provided one-on-one
interaction with industry-savvy professors.” At the
Fullerton campus, the flexible evening program
provides another option for graduate degree
seekers. The most recent U.S. News & World
Report rankings for Part-time MBA programs
included Mihaylo at #111, a ranking that has
improved each year over the last four years.

Other Master’s options include the Master’s in
Accountancy, Master’s in Taxation, Master’s in
Information Sciences, Master’s in Economics and
the Master’s in Information Technology (online)
which is ranked #5 in the nation for online
graduate business programs by U.S. News &

World Report.
The 33-45 unit curriculum challenges and develops students through case method, team

building, integrated curriculum and working with area businesses. It gives a broad, strategic
managerial perspective, balancing theory with practical application and strengthens

leadership skills. The program gives students a comprehensive, world-
class education which students tailor specifically to their professional
goals with 10 foundational/interdisciplinary courses and a four-course
concentration. The 12 MBA concentration options are: accounting,
business analytics, economics, entrepreneurship, finance, general,
information systems, international business, management,
management science, marketing, and risk management and
insurance. The program culminates with the Business Strategy
Capstone where students consult for area businesses. Mihaylo
students have placed in the top 10 for the last 19 years in the
Small Business Institute national competition.

Mihaylo Hall and the World-class Resources at CSUF
Mihaylo Hall opened August 2008 with state-of-the art

classrooms, technology, computer labs, study areas and meeting
rooms. The 195,000-square-foot building is home to all faculty,

students and 14 Centers of Excellence. These Centers are faculty-led
and engage in advanced research, consulting with area businesses

and business development activities. The dynamic learning environment
utilizes specifically designed classrooms to develop the leadership, teamwork

and technological competence the business community demands. Students have
numerous study rooms for team projects along with dedicated areas for student
organizations, the honors program and the graduate program.

The Strength of a Mihaylo MBA: The Faculty and Students
More than 140 full-time faculty create strength through diversity in education, experience

and cultural backgrounds. Mihaylo faculty work in the real world, not in the ivory tower, and
prepare students for the global marketplace. They do this by integrating the classroom
with the best business practices, technology, award-winning research, functional
applications and real world experience. At Mihaylo, teaching and research go together. All
graduate courses are taught by highly qualified faculty who’ve proven themselves as
researchers and instructors, as well as in industry. This attracts students from across the
globe which creates a dynamic classroom experience where students learn from both
peers and professors. A challenging curriculum, team projects and intense field
experiences give our students a competitive edge.

Pursuing a Mihaylo MBA
The secret about the strength of the Mihaylo MBA is out. Admissions are competitive

and all interested students are urged to attend one of the regularly scheduled information
sessions and to apply early. Take the next step in your career; earn an MBA from Mihaylo.

For more information on Mihaylo MBA programs, visit mba.fullerton.edu.

MBA classes are taught by leading researchers in their fields. Our new state-of-the-art home, Mihaylo Hall, opened in 2008.
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n recent years, advancements in technology have made
an enormous impact on the healthcare industry. Doctors
and healthcare workers can now access patient medical
records immediately – improving the chances for a quick
diagnosis and patient solutions. And, the Healthcare
Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health

(HITECH) Act requires all patient medical records to be
converted to an electronic format (EHR) by 2014.

These changes have resulted in a new industry: Healthcare
Informatics. IT technicians have begun to specialize in
healthcare applications. Doctors and healthcare workers are
being trained to access and process electronic healthcare
records. The definition of good patient care has gone from a
good bedside manner to how quickly a doctor responds to
patient emails!

Bhushan Kapoor, PhD, professor and chair of the
Information Systems and Decision Sciences Department
(ISDS) at California State Fullerton’s Mihaylo College of
Business and Economics, offers expertise in this area. His

I
Building a Future Workforce for Healthcare IT

focus includes quantitative business
analysis, database management, as well as
the development of privacy and security.
Healthcare IT has been front-and-center on
Dr. Kapoor’s mind for many years. Recently
he teamed up with Martin Kleinbart, DPM at

Citrus Valley Health Partners, to author,
“Building an Integrated Patient Information
System for a Healthcare Network,”
published in the Journal of Cases on
Information Technology, Vol. 14, Issue 2,
2012. “The overall goal for a Healthcare IT
network involves an integrated system
helping community healthcare providers to
work as a single operating entity focused
and aligned on improving patient care,
operational efficiency and cost
effectiveness,” according to the article.

In their research, ease of use is shown as
one of the main issues in Healthcare IT
implementation. The research found that
doctors see three to four patients per hour.
Within each 20 minute visit, doctors must
diagnose and prescribe. Without easy
access to records of a patient’s previous
health issues and medications, the patient’s
safety is at risk.

With the mandate for EHR and
Meaningful Use, Dr. Kapoor thinks that the
actual “[changes] will take time but the
direction is great.” He is eagerly waiting to
see patient records readily accessible when
traveling; a strong patient pipeline with an
easy flow of information between all
stations of the patients’ medical
infrastructure; and elimination of duplicate
notes, files and prescriptions.

Healthcare IT Forum at Cal State
Fullerton

With this new trend comes an increased
need for education and training. Cal State
Fullerton has recognized this need and is
working to build the necessary workforce.
One effort has resulted in the establishment
of the Healthcare IT Forum, a collaborative
effort of campus departments to establish
an interactive online space for sharing best
practices and fostering innovation for HIT
practitioners, educators and students. The
public is invited to the Forum’s first event:
Designing Healthcare IT for Patient Safety,
a morning workshop to be held on February
22 on the Cal State Fullerton campus.
Register online at hit.fullerton.edu.

Healthcare IT Related Degree Programs
Cal State Fullerton offers degrees in all

aspects of healthcare and information
technology: Information Systems and
Decision Sciences, Computer Engineering,
Software Engineering, Computer Science,
Nursing, Child and Adolescent Studies,
Health Science, Kinesiology, Biological
Sciences, and Chemistry & Biochemistry.
Eventually the industry will require a degree

that combines aspects from several of these academic areas.

Healthcare IT Certificate Program
Beyond degree programs, Cal State Fullerton offers a

Healthcare Information Technology certificate, through
University Extended Education. This four-course professional
development program is ideal for healthcare professionals,
clinical professionals, nurses, clinical analysts, IT and
business analysts, IT architects, systems administrators and IT
security management professionals. Conveniently scheduled
Saturday classes are designed for working professionals and
the program can be completed in two semesters. Visit
hit.fullerton.edu for more information.

Building the Workforce for Healthcare IT
As technology continues to evolve, systems within the

healthcare industry will improve. Cal State Fullerton will play a
role in that success as students look to Healthcare IT as a
career and as working professionals receive the training they
need to evolve with the industry.

Healthcare Information Technology for Economic and Clinical
Health (HITECH) Act requires all patient medical records to be
converted to an electronic format (EHR) by 2014.
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very time she goes back
to Afghanistan, Malalai
Farooqi is reminded of the
difference between life
there and her life in the
United States.

Farooqi, a La Verne Law
graduate and Afghan American,
realizes how lucky she is and how
much freedom she has. “It’s
humbling,” she says.

Now, she is giving back.
In February, Farooqi will travel to

Afghanistan and put her law
education to good use for people in
her home country. She will work in
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
helping with efforts to rebuild the
country or in the district attorney’s
office prosecuting criminals.

She will stay in Kabul with her
uncle, Dr. Azizullah Lodin, who is
chairman of the High Office of
Oversight & Anti-Corruption for the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.

Dr. Lodin was instrumental in
Farooqi’s decision to work in
Afghanistan.

“I don’t think I would have been on this path had it not been for
him,” Farooqi said. “He’s been involved in Afghanistan politics since I
can remember. I’ve always been brought up with the idea that you
have to give back.”

Farooqi, who passed the July California Bar Examination, did her
undergraduate work at UC Irvine, studying criminal law, political
science and philosophy. She earned a scholarship from La Verne and
began the program in 2009.

Farooqi was born in Pakistan and her family left during the Cold
War, a conflict her father was involved in. She remembers being in a
room filled with relatives who told stories about the conflict and its
impact on the people. In her home, politics were an important topic of
conversation, and such discourse became part of family dinners and
events.

A confident and driven woman, Farooqi cites the diverse curriculum at La Verne Law

E
Helping a Nation Heal

and the support of instructors as
factors in her success.

“A lot of my professors have
been really instrumental in my
success. They really pushed me to
pursue my dreams. La Verne has
this really amazing faculty,” she
said.

La Verne Law also surprised her.
She was thrilled two years ago
when the college hosted a three-
day symposium called
“Afghanistan & State Building.”

Farooqi volunteered at the event,
calling her mother frequently with
updates about what she’d heard.
She was proud that La Verne
hosted an event that brought
together international dignitaries,
military officials, attorneys,
government leaders and others to
work on a common goal:
establishing protocols for states
emerging from post-conflict
turmoil.

The first attorney in a family that
includes business professionals,

doctors and engineers, Farooqi is looking forward to applying her
knowledge about the rules of law.

Farooqi, who last visited Afghanistan four years ago, speaks Dari
fluently and says she feels at home in both countries.

“I’ve had a really wonderful opportunity to be here, to live in this
country and I don’t want to just forget about where I came from,” she
said.

“Afghan Americans can help rebuild Afghanistan,” she said. She
doesn’t want to pass up a chance to do so, something that has made
her parents extremely proud.

“I’m most looking forward to just really helping, really contributing,”
she said. “I’m very thankful that I was able to get an education here.
I’m looking forward to applying what I’ve learned.”

For more information, contact the University of La Verne’s Orange
County Regional Campus in Irvine at 714.505.1684 or visit
http://laverne.edu/locations/irvine/.

Farooqi
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ncreasingly competitive admissions standards at colleges and universities across the nation require
today’s top high schools to not only meet high academic standards, but also to prioritize the process of
selecting colleges and preparing for the admissions process throughout each student’s high school career.

Sage Hill School’s rigorous, four-year high school program in Newport Coast emphasizes college
preparation from day one. Sage Hill is noted for its comprehensive curriculum and small classes
averaging just 15 students, as well as for providing extensive opportunities to engage and lead. Its

dedicated faculty members, a majority with graduate-level degrees, inspire students to excel – a key reason why
top schools from the University of California to the Ivy League have welcomed Sage Hill graduates. Experienced
College Counselors help every student choose the college that best fits his or her individual aspirations, talents
and passions. Sage Hill’s ratio of one College Counselor for every 38 students is the lowest of any local public or
private school in Orange County, allowing personalized guidance to encourage introspection and independent
thinking.

The College Counseling Program begins in the freshman and sophomore years with informational programs
tailored to younger students and their families. In junior and senior years, students meet regularly with their
assigned College Counselor. Sage Hill School also hosts more than 130 college admission representatives
annually. These visits build productive relationships with representatives who ultimately may review student
applications. This also gives Sage Hill students the uncommon opportunity to meet key decision makers.

Sage Hill School reaches out to students from the surrounding community through the Summer at Sage
program. Summer at Sage offers attendees the opportunity to immerse themselves in credit and/or non-credit
high school academic classes, workshops and camps on the state-of-the-art Sage Hill campus. Students
experience the Sage Hill difference while learning in small classes with Sage Hill faculty, as well as on the
school’s athletic fields with its enthusiastic coaching staff. For middle school students 10-15 years old, Camp
Sage offers a similarly exciting opportunity to experience Sage Hill through academic and athletic camps.
Registration for Summer at Sage and Camp Sage opens March 1, 2013. Visit sagehillschool.org/summer for full
details.

For more information, please visit www.sagehillschool.org or call 949.219.1337.

I
Individualized Preparation 

for Targeted College Admissions

Sage Hill School’s rigorous, four-year high school program in Newport
Coast emphasizes college preparation from day one.

Private School Spotlight � �
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f college is the vision for your daughter, we invite you to learn more about Rosary
High School. One hundred percent of graduates from Rosary’s Class of 2012 went
on to post-secondary education earning nearly $13,000,000 in college scholarships.

Rosary is an all-girls, Catholic,
college-preparatory high school in
Fullerton. Founded in 1965, Rosary

is rich in tradition and history, and
continues to be the benchmark for all-girls
education in Orange County.

Rosary Royals live out our motto of
Standing in Faith, Standing Together,
Standing Tall through:

� Leadership development – 221+
leadership positions available; Red & Gold
program involves the entire student body

� Fierce competition – 25 teams
compete as part of the challenging Trinity
League; players excel as individuals and
thrive as part of a team

� Our nationally ranked spirit program –
Rosary’s dance team and cheer squad not only
raise the energy level at games for Rosary and
our brother school, Servite, but they excel in
competition

� Opportunities for global experiences –
trips are offered annually; this year’s trips
include Washington, D.C.; Israel; France and Catalina

� Co-curricular programs – whether on the stage as part of the award-winning Tri-School
Theatre program or as part of the defense in the Orange County mock trial competition,
Rosary girls are involved and connected

� Our diversity – students come from more than 100 area feeder schools; we welcome
all faiths and boast diversity in ethnic and racial backgrounds

� Service as a way of life – evident with every club, team and program participating in
some form of service; all students participate in CSUF’s Special Games

We welcome your daughter to experience a day in the life of a Rosary Royal. We offer
“shadow days” throughout the year or join us for our prospective student information night
on Monday, May 20, at 7 p.m.

For more information contact us at 714.879.6302 or visit www.rosaryhs.org to learn more
about Rosary High School.

I
High School for College-Bound Girls

hirty-one years ago, Oakridge Private School’s founders, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Burry,
recognized an educational need in the community. After teaching in the public
school system for 20 years, the Burrys knew that small class sizes, phonics-
based learning and Judeo-Christian values were the key elements of a successful
learning environment.

Their dream started small, with
just nine students, but soon began to
grow. From the beginning, Mr. and Mrs.
Burry provided a caring and stimulating
school environment, enabling children to
achieve academically while also
developing self-esteem and respect for
others. Oakridge moved forward, guided
by the key principle of maintaining a
strong curriculum focused on basic
academics in order to provide a solid
foundation of knowledge for lifelong
learners.

Over the years, Oakridge has offered
educational solutions for the individual
student with the use of today’s technology. One student, an Olympic hopeful downhill skier,
attends class via Skype when training off campus, continuing his innovative education at
Oakridge Private School.

Oakridge students consistently score in the top 10 percent on
national tests and perform above national norms in reading, math,
language arts and science. Students at Oakridge experience an
integrated curriculum, which includes cross-curricular projects that
teach students to recognize the threads connecting each of the
academic disciplines.

At Oakridge, a student’s education extends beyond academics.
We provide a moral and ethical frame of reference through character-
building lessons, which enables students to make good choices
throughout their lives. Oakridge students are recognized for showing kindness through
such programs as the Principal’s Award in preschool through 4th grade and “caught-in-the-
act” cards given to students caught in the act of kindness in middle school.

The warm, nurturing environment at Oakridge enables students to develop their strengths
and explore their unlimited potential.

Preschool through 8th grade
19111 Villa Park Road

Orange, CA 92869
714.288.1432

www.oakridgeschool.org   Facility 304370649

T
Oakridge Private School

2012 Rosary High School graduation
A student, an Olympic hopeful downhill skier,
attends class via Skype when training off
campus, continuing his innovative education
at Oakridge Private School.

Private School Spotlight � �
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o a six-year-old, the rainforest can seem too
distant to comprehend. But for St. Mary’s first
graders, it’s as close as their classroom. Not only
do they grasp the concept of deforestation, but
they often feel inspired to do something about it. 

Giana Pellizzon became motivated when she
learned that the rainforest is where we turn for many of our
medicines. She engaged her classmates and together they
developed a plan to sell Band-Aids sporting special animal
designs, with the proceeds going to rainforest causes. 

“One of the things I like best about St. Mary’s is that
teachers inspire students to participate and demonstrate
their learning in ways that are meaningful. It’s not likely that
you will ever hear a St. Mary’s student ask, ‘Why do we
have to learn this?’ They have a keen sense of why what
they’re learning is relevant and how it affects the world,”
said Pam Pellizzon, Giana’s mother. “St. Mary’s goes
beyond preparing students to meet life’s challenges. It
gives them the tools to stretch, to explore and to build the
courage to lead, “she added.

St. Mary’s launched its 18th school year this fall, and
while most private schools in Orange County have
experienced declining or at best stable numbers during the
past three years, St. Mary’s enrollment has risen nearly 25
percent with mission-appropriate families.

“There are a number of reasons why this year alone 120
new families have chosen St. Mary’s,” says Headmaster
John O’Brien. “Marketing efforts, word of mouth and
admission events have spread word of the school’s high-
quality, rigorous, balanced program well beyond our home
base of Aliso Viejo.”

At the heart of the St. Mary’s success is its commitment to Christian values –
students pray each day and attend chapel weekly – coupled with its
International Baccalaureate (IB) approach to learning. Mr. O’Brien explains
that the IB approach doesn’t dictate content to teachers but instead inspires
them to foster creativity, critical thinking and collaboration among their
students.

“Instead of memorizing and reciting facts, there’s a far deeper level of
inquiry,” the headmaster said. “Everything students learn is put in the context
of what’s happening in the world.”

So when eighth graders study the American Civil War, they learn
more than the facts and figures or even the underlying causes.

T
Preparing Students to be Lifetime Leaders and Learners

They explore similarities with current global conflicts in
places like Libya and Syria, drawing parallels that lead to
useful insights.

“They learn that events in our country don’t happen in
isolation,” O’Brien said. “And they take the extra step – a
search for solutions to resolve differences without going to
war.”

“When I joined the school five years ago, I was struck by
a feeling of joy that was palpable – among the students,
the families, the faculty, everyone,” he said. “I could see St.
Mary’s was a grounded place, with a lack of pretense and
a strong commonality among students and families. It was
also a hidden gem – not particularly well known, even in
Aliso Viejo. There was an opportunity to move the school
to the next level in its development.”

“I’ve worked at six schools, including Phillips Andover
Academy in Massachusetts and Viewpoint School in
Calabasas, Calif., and the passion and dedication of the
faculty and staff here is beyond anything I’ve experienced,”
he related.

Pam Pellizzon has many reasons to love St. Mary’s. Her
children, twins Giana and John, have the same enthusiasm
in seventh grade that they had in first grade, she said.

“There are so many ways for students to find their
passions, from the award-winning track club, drumline and
jazz band to the theater productions, robotics classes and
Applied Science Club – and so much more,” Pellizzon said.

She also singled out service learning opportunities and
the exchange program with the International School of
Milan as examples of how St. Mary’s builds character and

bridges cultures.
O’Brien agrees. “The world has shrunk, business partnerships and other
engagements are more likely than ever to be multinational,” he said. “So it’s

critical that we help our students develop an understanding and appreciation
for cultural and religious differences.”

As St. Mary’s prepares to exit its teenage years, it has become readily
evident that the school is ready to realize the full measure of its

potential.
Just like its students.

For more information, contact St Mary’s School at 7 Pursuit, Aliso
Viejo, CA 92656 or 949.448.9027. www.smaa.org.

Pam Pellizzon with her children, Giana and John.
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ervite High School is a
Catholic college preparatory
school focused on forming
faith-filled leaders by
developing the whole
student – body, intellect

and will. 
Our world-class programs are

built to prepare our young men to
lead the next generation in their
businesses, families and
communities.
Priory Leadership

Priory Leadership is our
comprehensive hands-on leadership
experience, which incorporates the
entire student body and enables
over 125 of our young men to have
direct leadership positions.

� Students are required to create, plan and execute two, 45-minute 
leadership labs each week

� Student leaders are given significant responsibility in the operation 
of the school and direct accountability for their peers

� Leaders are expected to guide their peers in their academic, 
spiritual and personal development

Trinity Corporation
Trinity Corporation is the student leadership, for-profit model corporation

that is preparing our students for careers in business and entrepreneurship.
� Their annual revenue of $950,000 generates proceeds providing financial 

aid to 65 students
� A student chief executive officer, four vice presidents, 20 student 

managers and over 300 student employees share the mission of raising 
funds for financial aid

� We are the only high school corporation in the country that provides student 
leaders with real-world work experiences in retail operations, food services, human 
resources and facilities support

S
Servite High School – Anaheim, California

Our future depends on great leadership
Friarbots Team 3309

Friarbots Team 3309 is a
robotics program focused on
building the next generation of
leaders in the fields of business,
engineering and programming.

� Committees organize the team 
to include public relations, 
design, build, programming 
and project management

� Experienced mentors guide 
students in the more technical 
aspects of their work to design, 
build and field a competitive 
robot that performs various 
tasks

� Students apply their math and 
science skills to compete and 
receive awards in regional

competitions
2 to 1 Technology Ecosystem

2 to 1 Technology Ecosystem allows a student to enter the classroom
with a PC laptop and an iPad preparing them for the technological diversity

in the business world.
� Textbooks are accessed digitally on their iPad with integrated

videos 
and solutions for each lesson

� PC laptops help students create presentations and documents in 
Microsoft Office, as well as programming Java and using C++

� Each student graduates with a broad knowledge of technology and 
digital literacy in both Mac and PC platforms

Servite High School is helping the world by forming tomorrow’s 
leaders.

With your knowledge and expertise, we can work together to form the next
generation of leaders. Get involved today: www.servitehs.org/leadership.

Servite integrates academics, faith, leadership, athletics and community service to form a leader, scholar,
athlete and gentleman.
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