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T
he right wealth management professional does more than advise you regarding how to invest your money. 
He or she – and the financial institutions they represent – can genuinely prepare your entire family for 
financial stability and fiscal comfort for generations to come, and offer highly personalized plans for 
investing, charitable giving, and other specific needs. 

There are some truly outstanding professionals making up the Los Angeles wealth management landscape.  
We’ve listed more than 40 of them here, along with some basic information about their careers, practice and a 
peek into what makes them so good at what they do. 

Congratulations to the trailblazing professionals who made this list and thank you for your contributions to 
the local economy and the financial stability of the individuals and families that live here.
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JAMES BERLINER
President & Chief Investment Officer
Westmount Asset Management, LLC
Years in Practice: 28
Years with Current Firm: 28
Assets Under Management in 2017: $1.4 billion

Jim Berliner 
co-founded 
Westmount Asset 

Management in 1990, 
and since then has 
served as the firm’s 
President and Chief 
Investment Officer. 
Under his leadership, 

Westmount has become one of the largest 
independent wealth management firms in 
Southern California (currently managing 
approximately $3 billion), and in particular 
has distinguished the firm from most of its 
peers on the investment side.

Berliner began his career practicing 
law, following his graduation from Harvard 
Law School (where he was a senior editor 
of the Harvard Law Review).  For most of 
his decade practicing law he served as a 
federal prosecutor in the Los Angeles office 
of the U.S. Attorney’s Office. He left the 
practice of law to zealously represent his 
clients’ interests in another arena, that of the 
financial markets. Westmount was one of 
the earliest firms in the country to pursue the 
fee-only independent advisor model and has 
complemented clients’ traditional exposures 
to stocks and bonds with a meaningful 
allocation to a wide range of alternative asset 
classes and strategies. 

BRETT BARTMAN
Managing Director - Financial Advisor
RBC Wealth Management
Years in Practice: 16
Years with Current Firm: 16
Assets Under Management in 2017: $1.5 billion

Brett Bartman is a 
Managing Director 
and currently holds 

the Series 7, 31 and 66 
licenses and is licensed 
to sell life & disability 
insurance, fixed & 
variable annuities, 
health and long-term 

care insurance. He is a Chairman’s Council 
member which is one of the most prestigious 
honors one can be bestowed at RBC Wealth 
Management and he is a founder of one of 
the largest teams in the Western half of the 
country and top five nationally. 

Bartman’s investment philosophy is 
defined by a stringent set of principles, 
which guides in creating long-term strategies 
designed to achieve specific investment goals 
and objectives. First and foremost, to protect 
capital – especially in down markets – as well 
as achieving the maximum possible return 
while taking less risk.  Bartman feels it is 
important to be defensive especially in this 
stage of the market cycle as the primary goal 
is preserving the capital. 

DARYA ALLEN-ATTAR
Vice President
Morgan Stanley
Years in Practice: 30
Years with Current Firm: 22
Assets Under Management in 2017: $115 million

Darya Allen-Attar 
is a financial 
advisor at the 

Santa Monica office 
of Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management. 
Drawing from over 23 
years of experience 
at Morgan Stanley, 

Allen-Attar focuses on advising endowment 
and foundation clients on their investment 
portfolios. She provides a comprehensive 
institutional approach to the investment 
management of endowment portfolios for 
clients such as operating nonprofits, family 
foundations, and other endowments. 

Allen-Attar is passionate about her work 
in aligning client portfolios with their values 
and creating impact. She focuses on socially 
responsible investing, and “Investing with 
Impact.” Her mission-focused investors 
are increasingly focused on aligning their 
invested capital with their values, and view 
evaluation of environmental, social and 
governance matters as a key challenge or 
opportunity for their invested capital.

CHARLES CLAVER
Wealth Advisor
First Bank
Years in Practice: 17
Years with Current Firm: 2.5
Assets Under Management in 2017: $40 million

Charles Claver is 
Vice President and 
Wealth Advisor for 

First Bank.  Founded 
in 1910, First Bank 
is one of the largest 
privately held, family-
owned banks in the 
United States. Based 

in Beverly Hills and serving the expansive 
Los Angeles through Santa Barbara 
marketplace, Claver provides comprehensive 
wealth management services for First 
Bank’s top clients. Possessing 17 years of 
experience in the financial services field, 
his expertise includes private wealth advice 
and management, investment/retirement/
estate planning, commercial/personal lines of 
insurance and private banking.  

Claver has been with First Bank for 
nearly three years, and during that time 
has served many of the Bank’s top clients 
with sophisticated and comprehensive 
wealth services.  During his short time with 
First Bank, he has brought in close to $40 
million in new liquid investable assets under 
management, which is anticipated to grow to 
close to $75 million by the end of 2018.  

JEREMY DICKER
Founder/CEO/Wealth Management Advisor
One Wealth Management
Years in Practice: 24
Years with Current Firm: 7
Assets Under Management in 2017: $250 million

Born and raised 
in Southern 
California, Jeremy 

Dicker found the 
Wealth Management 
profession at the young 
age of 17. Now, 24 
years in the business, 
he continues to add 

tremendous value to his clients. He founded 
One Wealth Management, based in Santa 
Monica, in 2012. Dicker is a member of the 
Association for Advanced Life Underwriters 
(AALU), the National Association of 
Insurance and Financial Advisors (NAIFA), 
the Entrepreneurs’ Organization, and is a Los 
Angeles Five Star Wealth Manager. 

One of the reasons why One Wealth 
Management was formed, was that Dicker 
didn’t want to stop at just impacting the 
“standard 10,000 lives” impacted by an 
effective wealth manager, but knows that 
if he brings on and trains more talented 
advisors, there will be a multiple effect. Now 
he doesn’t impact the lives of just 10,000 
people on his own, but those advisors that he 
influenced can impact another 10,000 lives 
themselves, leading to a massive impact for 
generations to come. 

LISA DETANNA
Managing Director, Senior Vice President, 
Investments
Raymond James
Years in Practice: 28
Years with Current Firm: 7.5
Assets Under Management in 2017: $891 million

L isa Detanna has 
been providing 
wealth management 

advice to a diverse 
base of affluent 
individuals and 
families for more than 
28 years.  She offers 
clients a wide variety 

of services, including personal financial 
planning and cash flow modeling, investment 
management, insurance planning, estate and 
gift planning, philanthropy, tax planning, risk 
management services, family governance and 
family office services.

Detanna was an early pioneer of the open 
architecture, non-biased and conflict free 
approach to financial planning and investing. 
She adopts institutional principles of her 
DH consulting practice to the families she 
serves. DH Consulting, the institutional 
division of the team, serves institutions and 
not-for-profits. Using a four-step approach 
for organizations they ascertain and 
investment policy and spending guideline, 
asset allocation models, manager search and 
selection and monitor and review. Education 
in this and the individual client side is key. 
Detanna sees foundations and endowments 
for the families that she serves as an 
extension of their families and things that are 
dear to them.

RANDY CONNER
President
Churchill Management Group
Years in Practice: 26
Years with Current Firm: 26
Assets Under Management in 2017: $5.2 billion

Randy Conner has 
been President 
of Churchill 

Management Group 
since 2000, helping 
grow the firm’s AUM 
from under $400 
Million to $5.2 Billion, 
and helping to land 

Churchill on Barron’s list of Top 30 RIA 
Firms in 2017. Churchill services over 5,500. 
The firm’s success, in large part, stems from 
a commitment to communication, service, 
and a unique blend of Tactical and Fully 
Invested strategies, of which Conner has 
been an integral part. In addition to his 
duties as President, he is also a member of 
the Investment Management Team, where 
he is the lead Portfolio Manager on the ETF 
Strategy.

Conner originally joined Churchill 
Management Group as a Securities Analyst 
in 1992 with the responsibility of providing 
fundamental research on individual 
companies. After a brief period in the 
banking industry, he became a Senior Vice 
President with Churchill Management 
Group. He is presently a part of Churchill 
Management Group’s Investment Team.

REBECCA DUTKA
Managing Director/Portfolio Manager
Covington Capital Management
Years in Practice: 20
Years with Current Firm: 14
Assets Under Management in 2017: $484.9 million 

Rebecca Dutka 
has been a 
professional in 

wealth management 
for over twenty years 
and has developed 
deep relationships 
with her client-
focused approach.  Her 

academic accomplishments (an MBA from 
the UCLA Anderson School of Management 
and CFA designation) as well as her starting 
position as an equity research analyst have 
provided her the essential foundation to 
successfully navigate the securities markets.

A client-centric focus drives her 
success as evidenced by the longevity of 
her relationships and the ability to extend 
fiduciary trust to the next generation.  For 
example, the patriarch of a large family 
relationship recently passed and Dutka 
coordinated the wealth transfer process 
seamlessly working with the trust attorney 
and accountant.  The most important 
objective was not the mechanics but rather 
her ability to include and educate family 
members through the transition. Her 
conviction in a disciplined investment 
approach that places most emphasis on 
consistent investment returns and capital 
protection of the downside has served her 
clients well through several market cycles.  
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GREG HELLER
CEO/Founder
HCR Wealth Advisors
Years in Practice: 30
Years with Current Firm: 30
Assets Under Management in 2017: $375 million

After starting 
his career at a 
brokerage firm, 

Greg Heller founded 
HCR Wealth Advisors 
based on core company 
principles that still 
support the company 
today. He wanted 

to create a firm that truly put the clients 
first and gave the most comprehensive and 
unbiased advice possible. The mission of 
HCR Wealth Advisors is to establish life-
long relationships with each client through 
education, trust, communication and service. 
Heller’s entrepreneurial acumen has steered 
the phenomenal growth of the company 
over the last 30 years, from a two-person, 
family-operated financial services boutique to 
a multi-faceted, SEC Registered Investment 
Advisory firm whose client investment 
portfolios total over a billion dollars.

Under his leadership, HCR has expanded 
the client roster to include many high net 
worth individuals in the entertainment, 
sports and technology sectors, as well 
as private corporations and non-profit 
organizations. The advisory practice has 
also grown to include in-house analysis and 
comprehensive advisory services such as 
financial planning at no additional cost to 
clients. 

ROSS GERBER
President and CEO
Gerber Kawasaki Wealth and Investment Management
Years in Practice: 24
Years with Current Firm: 8
Assets Under Management in 2017: $105 million 

Ross Gerber, 
President and 
CEO of Wealth 

& Investment 
Management, 
oversees Gerber 
Kawasaki’s corporate 
and investment 
management 

operations as well as serves individual clients. 
He is a frequent guest on CNN, CNBC, 
FBN, Bloomberg and Reuters as well as a 
contributing writer for Forbes.com. He is one 
of the most influential investment advisors 
and Fintech innovators in America and has 
over 52k Twitter and 30k Facebook fans.

In 2010, Gerber and his business 
partner, Danilo Kawasaki, felt it was the 
opportune time to start their own firm, 
Gerber Kawasaki, aligned with their client-
centric mission. Built on the mission to 
provide clients with customized, objective 
financial advice, Gerber Kawasaki began 
with a core group of advisors and specializes 
in working with two groups of clients, baby 
boomers and Generation X/Millennials. 
While maintaining a traditional wealth 
management business focusing on helping 
baby boomers plan for retirement and protect 
their families, Gerber Kawasaki also serves a 
younger generation of clients through their 
wealth-building program with no minimum 
investments. 

JORDAN EILER
Director of Global Wealth - California
BBVA Compass
Years in Practice: 20
Years with Current Firm: 6
Assets Under Management in 2017: $250 million 

Jordan Eiler, 
second-generation 
banker, grew up 

on the bond desk at 
his father’s firm.  He 
learned how to manage 
a book of high net 
worth clients and 
maintain operational 

excellence, from his mother, who served 
large financial institutions as the head of 
compliance.  It is no wonder he was drawn 
to a career in financial services, which led 
him to his current position, as Director of 
Wealth Management for California, at BBVA 
Compass.  

Eiler is honored to serve some of the 
wealthiest families in California, as he 
oversees BBVA’s banking efforts in the 
region.  With nearly 20 years of experience 
in the financial services industry, and a 
heavy focus on forging strong and sustainable 
relationships, he has been able to cultivate 
an impressive book of business, and attract 
powerful new clientele to help position 
BBVA as a national leader in wealth 
management services. He is a certified 
wealth strategist, designated by the Cannon 
Financial Institute, and holds current CA life 
insurance, series 7 and 66 licenses. 

DEREK HOLMAN, CFP, AIF
Managing Director and Co-founder
EP Wealth Advisors
Years in Practice: 22
Years with Current Firm: 19
Assets Under Management in 2017: $352 million

Derek Holman, 
CFP, AIF is a 
Managing Director 

and Co-founder of 
EP Wealth Advisors. 
He has been a highly 
successful wealth 
manager for 19 
years, specializing in 

comprehensive investment, tax, estate, and 
retirement strategies for his clients. Started 
as a fiduciary from the beginning, Holman 
has helped shape EP Wealth Advisors into a 
client-first, highly personalized independent 
adviser that has figured out how to “scale 
small” by investing in technology, processes, 
and developing a partnership with long-term 
investors that believe in this vision. He has 
seen the fruits of his success by managing 
more than $350 million of EP Wealth’s $4 
billion in client assets. 

Holman leads by combining his big 
heart with an attention to details. He likes 
experimenting with new ideas and initiatives 
as a means to improve the client experience 
and sweats the small stuff. He is very hard 
working and strives to deliver value to his 
clients and the employees at his firm, and he 
does it in a friendly yet confident manner. 

RICHARD B. JONES
Managing Director, Private Wealth Advisor
Merrill Lynch
Years in Practice: 38
Years with Current Firm: 19
Assets Under Management in 2017: $16 billion

R ichard Jones 
is a co-founder 
and leader of the 

Jones Zafari Group 
at Merrill Lynch’s 
Private Banking and 
Investment Group, one 
of the largest wealth 
management teams in 

the industry, with 26 team members handling 
over $16 billion in assets for its clients. Jones 
has been providing investment advisory and 
private banking services to high net worth 
individuals, foundations and endowments 
since 1980. 

Through a multi-family office approach, 
Jones and the Jones Zafari Group strive 
to surpass expectations with integrity and 
trust. The group seeks to accomplish its 
mission by providing high net worth clients 
with customized solutions to achieve their 
goals and shape the legacy they want to 
leave. Jones takes pride in improving and 
simplifying the complex lives of their 
clients.  He has formed a 26 member multi-
generational team, designed to work with 
clients of all ages, including the children and 
grandchildren of the wealth creators.  

ANNE B. JOHNSTON
Wealth Advisor, Vice President
UBS
Years in Practice: 10
Years with Current Firm: 11
Assets Under Management in 2017: $93 million

Over the past 
decade Anne 
Johnston has 

sought out leading 
practitioners and 
academics to curate 
an experience that 
will impact clients 
well beyond the 

bottom line. Her dedication to investment 
innovation, money psychology and financial 
planning translates into a client experience 
that goes well beyond dollars and cents. In 
addition to holding her CFP and CIMA 
certifications (designations which only 
.03% of the 632,739 registered brokers carry 
concurrently1), she is also Chartered Special 
Needs Consultant, and sister to a person 
with special needs. She enjoys working with 
clients with loved ones with physical and 
brain disabilities. 

As a wealth manager, Johnston has a 
unique approach to planning.  She has 
also taken investments to the next level by 
incorporating behavioral finance and cutting 
edge portfolio theory to make investing more 
understandable and intuitive. She uses Goal-
Based Investing to connect planning with 
investments (and money with meaning). 

DAVID HOU
Senior Managing Director and Wealth Manager
First Republic Investment Management
Years in Practice:  22
Years with Current Firm: 6
Assets Under Management in 2017: $3.9 billion

David Hou is a 
Senior Managing 
Director and 

Wealth Manager 
at First Republic 
Investment 
Management. He 
began his career in 
1992 at Goldman 

Sachs in the Private Client Group. Hou and 
his entire team joined Merrill Lynch in 1997 
where they helped to establish the Private 
Banking and Investment Group. Hou and his 
team left Merrill Lynch in May 2008 to found 
Luminous Capital, a fee only Registered 
Investment Advisor with completely 
open architecture. Luminous Capital 
quickly became one of the fastest growing 
independent wealth management firms in the 
country, and in 2012 was acquired by First 
Republic Bank. 

Over the course of his 26-year career, 
Hou has provided his clients with financial as 
well as personal advice as families experience 
life events, especially in the areas of estate 
planning and charitable giving. He and 
his team have assisted numerous clients in 
developing tax-efficient estate plans and 
optimizing wealth transfer to heirs. 

DANILO KAWASAKI
Vice President and COO
Gerber Kawasaki Wealth and Investment Management
Years in Practice: 16
Years with Current Firm: 8
Assets Under Management in 2017: $65 million

Danilo Kawasaki, 
Vice-President 
and COO of 

Gerber Kawasaki 
Wealth & Investment 
Management, oversees 
the compliance and 
day-to-day supervision 
of the firm. He is a 

member of the Gerber Kawasaki Board of 
Directors and the Investment Selection 
Committee. Kawasaki was born and raised in 
Brazil and received his BS degree in Business 
Administration from the University of 
Redlands. 

Kawasaki has earned a reputation for his 
long-lasting accomplishments in the financial 
industry as well as for his commitment to 
diversity in the workplace. His firm has a staff 
of 28 people, who speak 8 different languages 
in order to address the diverse community 
of Los Angeles. Gerber Kawasaki serves 
over 5,000 established families and young 
professionals, mostly in the Los Angeles area. 
It is Kawasaki’s mission to have a client-
centric practice, providing the clients with 
quality and objective financial advice, and by 
combining the latest technology and personal 
touch, Kawasaki and his team always aim 
to offer clients a unique and satisfactory 
experience.
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It takes hard work, tenacity 
and passion to become the 
kind of leader others want 
to follow.

Alev’s commitment to serving clients, entrepreneurial spirit 

and collaborative mindset make her a true inspiration to our 

team and a pillar of the Los Angeles business community. 

Acacia Wealth Advisors is honored to congratulate Alev 

Lewis, Managing Director and Partner, on being recognized 

as one of Los Angeles Business Journal’s Most Influential 

Wealth Managers.

245 South Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90212 
Office: (310) 246-0560 | acaciawealth.com

Securities offered through HighTower Securities, LLC member FINRA/SIPC. HighTower Advisors, LLC is a 
SEC registered investment advisor.

ALEV LEWIS
Managing Director, Partner
Acacia Wealth Advisors at HighTower
Years in Practice: 30
Years with Current Firm: 13
Assets Under Management in 2017: $584 million

Alev Lewis is a 
Managing Director, 
Partner and 

co-founder of Acacia 
Wealth Advisors 
at HighTower, an 
independent multi-
family office.  She has 
more than 30 years of 

experience in financial services including: 
cash flow management, investments, 
financial planning, income tax and estate tax 
planning, charitable and family gifting, risk 
management (personal and physical security, 
property and casualty, liability, cybersecurity).

Lewis delivers comprehensive, 
sophisticated wealth management advice 
to a diverse group of clients, including 
business owners, entrepreneurs, ultra-high-
net-worth individuals and their families. 
She is passionate about working with clients 
whose lives are often complex.  She organizes 
and prioritizes their personal finances, 
providing clarity and options in a succinct 
executive summary so that they can quickly 
and efficiently make important financial 
decisions.  She takes the time to understand 
her clients’ unique needs and helps them to 
crystallize issues, ensuring that they achieve 
their primary financial objectives.  Her 
multidisciplinary background allows her to 
deliver integrated holistic advice.  

GREGORY P. KUSHNER
Senior Manager Director and Chairman
Lido Advisors, LLC
Years in Practice: 40
Years with Current Firm: 19
Assets Under Management in 2017: $2.7 billion

Gregory Kushner 
founded Lido 
Advisors, LLC 

in 1999 a Registered 
Investment Adviser, 
to provide objective 
and personal 
financial solutions, 
multigenerational 

planning, and to act as the “Chief Investment 
Officer” for ultra-high net-worth investors 
and family offices. In addition to leading the 
firm, Kushner oversees client relationships, 
including all aspects of managing their 
wealth. 

He has overseen the firm’s continuing 
substantial growth of approximately $1 
billion in the past 12 months. Kushner has 
been named a Five Star Wealth Manager 
Award recipient for eight consecutive 
years. The award is based on an in-depth 
research process that incorporates peer and 
firm feedback, as well as objective criteria 
such as client retention rates, client assets 
administered, industry experience, and 
an exemplary regulatory history. He also 
volunteers and serves as a Director and 
Chief Financial Officer of a private family 
foundation called the Tech Sgt. Jack Kushner 
Ret’d Foundation, which provides substantial 
grants to veterans’ causes throughout the 
United States. 

MAX KAYAJANIAN
Wealth Advisor
Oakwood Capital Management LLC
Years in Practice: 7
Years with Current Firm: 4
Assets Under Management in 2017: $15.8 million

Max Kayajanian 
joined Oakwood 
Capital 

Management in 2014. 
A member of the 
Advisory and Financial 
Planning department, 
he is responsible 
for comprehensive 

financial planning and relationship 
management for Oakwood’s current clients.  
He provides new business development 
support by preparing and presenting proposals 
for prospective clients.  He is a Certified 
Financial Planner, a member of the Financial 
Planning Association, holds the Series 65 
security license.

Kayajanian has been integral in bringing 
Oakwood Capital Management into the 
digital age. He has helped the firm connect 
with a younger demographic of Los Angeles 
individuals through a unique digital wealth 
platform Acorn, and taken the lead in adding 
full comprehensive financial planning as a 
service for Oakwood’s client base. He has 
also taken the initiative to train associates 
in new financial planning technologies 
such as eMoney advisor, while constantly 
being Oakwood’s go-to for deeper and more 
complex tax planning, investment planning, 
and estate planning questions.

SIMONE LIU
Vice President - Investments
Wells Fargo Advisors
Years in Practice: 15
Years with Current Firm: 7.5
Assets Under Management in 2017: $200 million

Born in Brazil, 
educated in 
Taiwan and then 

immigrating to the 
United States to 
complete her bachelor 
of arts degree in 
Economics at UCLA, 
Simone Liu’s quadruple 

minority roots bring a fresh and international 
perspective to her clients throughout her 15 
year career rising from UBS, Morgan Stanley 
and now to her current position as VP of 
Investments for Wells Fargo Advisors in 
Beverly Hills. A tireless advocate, educator 
and leader for the management of wealth, 
she applies her unique ALIVE principles – 
Autonomous, Longevity, Inflation, Volatility 
and Emotion to her work.

As a Vice President of investments in 
Wells Fargo Advisors in Beverly Hills, Liu 
and her team manage over $200 millions 
of assets and help mitigate  the risks in the 
investment world for her clients and bring 
solutions to build their financial strategies 
so they stay on track as they live. Her 
international background and experiences 
bring worldwide financial freedom to both 
her domestic and international clientele 
peace of mind. 
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 T H E  N E X T  C H A P T E R

$10 MILLION MARKETABLE SECURITIES AND/OR LIQUID ASSETS REQUIRED. Investment and Wealth Management Services are provided by Whittier Trust Company and The Whittier Trust Company of Nevada, Inc. (referred to herein individually and collectively as “WTC”), state-chartered trust 
companies wholly owned by Whittier Holdings, Inc. (“WHI”), a closely held holding company. This document is provided for informational purposes only and is not intended, and should not be construed, as investment, tax or legal advice. Past performance is no guarantee of future results and no 
investment or financial planning strategy can guarantee profit or protection against losses. All names, characters, and incidents, except for certain incidental references, are fictitious. Any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.

To us, your legacy is everything.™

Only months after the passing of his beloved wife, Jim discovered that his own health was failing. Shock soon gave way to thoughts of his young sons’ 
future—one sadly, he would not be part of. Jim reflexively turned to Susan, his Whittier Trust advisor to oversee the daunting task of ensuring his 
children’s futures . Thanks to Susan, the boys were able to be raised on the treasured family ranch up until the day they left for college—a trip that was 
accompanied by their Whittier Trust Advisor—the same woman who year-after-year proudly guided two fatherless boys into confident young men. The 
breadth of expertise and customization Whittier Trust provides our clients is without parallel—because to us, building legacies is ultimately what we’re 
all about. Read Jim’s full story at WhittierTrust.com/NextChapter. We’d love to hear your story. Call Tim McCarthy at 800.971.3660.

An unimaginable diagnosis.
              An unbelievable response.

BROCK MOSELEY
Managing Partner
Miracle Mile Advisors
Years in Practice: 21
Years with Current Firm: 11
Assets Under Management in 2017: $898 million

Brock Moseley 
has over 21 years 
of experience in 

the financial services 
industry. He is the 
Founder and Managing 
Partner of a Los 
Angeles based wealth 
management firm, 

Miracle Mile Advisors, where he works with 
families and individuals to plan financially 
for the future and serves as the head of the 
firm’s Investment and Risk Management 
Committees. Prior to founding Miracle 
Mile Advisors, he spent 13 years developing 
strategic investment solutions for high-net 
worth families and foundations with liquid 
assets in excess of $10 million at Morgan 
Stanley & Co. and Bel Air Investment 
Advisors. 

Throughout his entire career, Moseley 
has shown the unique ability to profoundly 
inspire those around him. Whether is it 
through community mentorship ventures, 
or among colleagues, he is known to 
impart wisdom and confidence to his peers. 
Moseley founded Miracle Mile Advisors 
with the intention of creating a platform for 
advisors to succeed through empowerment 
and mentorship and has stayed true to his 
mission. 

BRUCE MANDEL
President & CEO
Oakwood Capital Management LLC
Years in Practice: 40
Years with Current Firm: 20
Assets Under Management in 2017: $400 million

Bruce Mandel 
co-founded 
Oakwood in 1998, 

and in addition to 
serving as President 
& Chief Executive 
Officer, he also chairs 
the Investment Policy 
Committee and 

co-manages the firm’s global investment 
strategies. His other primary responsibilities 
are directing the firm’s business activities 
and strategic direction, mentoring the 
younger employees and growing the firm’s 
profitability.

Mandel excels at developing consultative 
relationships with clients and helping 
them with their estate planning and other 
wealth management needs. Prior to starting 
his career in the investment industry, he 
gained broad entrepreneurial and business 
experience in the real estate, import/export 
and restaurant industries. His interest in real 
estate continues to this day. After graduating 
from law school in 1977, he joined RNC 
Capital Management. He became a 
Principal of that firm in 1984 and Director 
of Marketing and Client Service in 1992. He 
also served on RNC’s Executive Management 
Committee, which involved overseeing all 
facets of the management of the company, 
until he left the firm to co-found Oakwood.

KENNETH MALAMED
Senior Managing Director
L&S Advisors
Years in Practice: 48
Years with Current Firm: 2
Assets Under Management in 2017: $187.7 million

Ken Malamed brings 
over four decades 
of investment 

industry experience to 
L&S Advisors, where 
he leverages the time-
tested methodologies 
and strategies which 
have helped make 

him successful throughout his career. As 
Senior Managing Director, he is responsible 
for maintaining and growing the firm’s ever-
expanding roster of high-net-worth, ultra-
high-net-worth, and institutional clientele. 
He also serves as a member of the firm’s 
Investment Committee, where his focus is on 
income-oriented securities.

Malamed seeks to provide income and 
capital appreciation through the selection 
of individual equity securities that have 
consistently raised its dividends by 6% or 
more annually. He uses all listed equity 
securities, including REITs and MLPs if they 
meet the criteria of increasing dividends. 
Large capitalization issues are the focus, but 
the strategy may select smaller companies 
and American Depository Receipts (ADRs) 
if they meet the investment criteria. 
He chooses appropriate securities using 
fundamental analysis, combined with 
technical evaluation, which includes 30-60 
different securities. 

BRUCE MUNSTER
Managing Director
Merrill Lynch PBIG
Years in Practice: 19
Years with Current Firm: 3
Assets Under Management in 2017: $1.8 billion

Bruce Munster 
and his team 
advise clients 

on their personal 
income and estate tax 
planning as well as 
wealth management 
concerns related to 
M&A transactions in 

a variety of industries including, technology, 
e-commerce, consumer products, business 
services, health care, manufacturing, 
restaurants and real estate. He has garnered 
a number of national honors throughout his 
career as a Financial Advisor.

Munster earned his B.S. in Business 
Management and Marketing from Cornell 
University, while he participated on the 
varsity wrestling team, working part-time 
and raising a young family.  He serves on 
the board of Santa Clarita Valley EDC and 
a member of the Association for Corporate 
Growth (ACG).  Munster and his family 
support several charitable organizations 
including Henry Mayo Hospital, Greater Los 
Angeles Boy Scouts and Cornell University 
Wrestling.
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JASON OZUR
President and Senior Managing Director
Lido Advisors, LLC
Years in Practice: 15
Years with Current Firm: 9
Assets Under Management in 2017: $2.7 billion

S ince being founded 
in 1999 Lido 
Advisors, LLC 

has seen continuous 
growth, and Jason Ozur 
has been an integral 
part of Lido’s most 
recent success. In the 
past eighteen months, 

Ozur was appointed as President of the 
company. Ozur joined Lido Advisors in 2009 
and the firm has seen a considerable increase, 
from approximately $280 million assets under 
management to about $2.7 billion assets 
under management. 

Ozur has an innovative mindset geared 
towards discovering cutting edge investments 
for his clients. He has helped fuel Lido’s 
growth by concentrating on strategies in 
leveraging technology and identifying top 
talent. He has been a driving force behind 
expanding Lido’s development, utilizing 
technology and cutting-edge software. The 
firm’s mantra, “thinking outside the style 
box” fits nicely with Ozur’s approach at 
identifying investments. He implements 
the best risk-adjusted returns for his clients’ 
portfolios. Under Ozur’s leadership, Lido 
excels by investing client assets in addition 
to traditional equity and fixed income 
instruments, in both liquid and illiquid 
alternative funds.  

ARA OGHOORIAN
Founder and President
ACap Asset Management
Years in Practice: 10+
Years with Current Firm: 10
Assets Under Management in 2017: $80 million

Ara Oghoorian is 
the founder and 
president of ACap 

Asset Management, 
Inc. (ACap), a Fee-
Only financial advisory 
and tax firm with 
a unique focus on 
working exclusively 

with healthcare professionals. What makes 
Oghoorian stand out is his background, 
level of expertise, and involvement in the 
community. He has spent his entire career 
in finance beginning as a foreign bank 
examiner with the Federal Reserve Bank of 
San Francisco, an advisor to the Ministry of 
Finance in the Republic of Armenia with the 
U.S. Treasury as a U.S. diplomat, and most 
recently as the founder of ACap. 

Oghoorian is a Certified Financial 
Planner (CFP), Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA), and a Chartered Financial Analyst 
(CFA). He also serves on the board of 
directors of Mission Valley Bank. Actively 
involved in his local community, Oghoorian 
is on the board of the Water Buffalo Club as 
well as the Children’s Music Fund; both non-
profits focus on helping underserved kids in 
Los Angeles. 

RENE NOURSE 
Founder/Managing Director
Urban Wealth Management Group, LLC
Years in Practice: 30
Years with Current Firm: 6
Assets Under Management in 2017: $115 million

After 25 years as a 
financial advisor 
with large NYSE 

brokerage firms, 
Rene Nourse, CFP, 
left Morgan Stanley 
in June of 2012 to 
launch Urban Wealth 
Management Group. 

Sensing that a shift was taking place in the 
financial services industry, where individuals 
had a greater interest in financial planning 
and advice vs. investment management 
services alone, she wanted to create a firm 
that focused on both. The primary focus 
and theme is to help individuals “Get Their 
Financial Life in Gear.” 

Also, recognizing that women face unique 
and complex financial challenges, she formed 
the Smart Women ~ Savvy Money Club to 
provide a supportive, secure environment 
where members are encouraged to explore 
ways to get savvier with their money. The 
mission of the Smart Women’s club is to 
ensure that every woman make better 
financial decisions, so they can create the 
lifestyle they desire and deserve. With an 
all - women team in place, her firm has been 
successful in creating that environment and 
delivering on that mission.

BRIAN PARKER
Managing Director and Co-founder
EP Wealth Advisors
Years in Practice: 22
Years with Current Firm: 19
Assets Under Management in 2017: $616 million

Brian Parker, CFP, is 
a Managing Director 
and Co-founder of 

EP Wealth Advisors. 
He received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 
Business Economics 
from UC Santa Barbara 
in 1995. He has been a 

highly successful wealth manager for 22 years, 
specializing in comprehensive investment, 
tax, estate and retirement strategies for his 
clients. Brian has been a featured speaker 
at universities, corporations, and to affluent 
individuals throughout California. Parker has 
served as a member of advisory boards for TD 
Ameritrade and Charles Schwab. 

Parker, along with co-founder Derek 
Holman and CEO Patrick Goshtigian, 
is leading a charge to reshape the wealth 
management industry from its headquarters 
local to Los Angeles. Started as a fiduciary 
from the beginning, Parker has helped shape 
EP Wealth Advisors into a client-first, 
highly personalized independent wealth 
management firm that has figured out how to 
“scale personal” by investing in technology, 
processes, and developing a partnership 
with long-term investors that believe in 
this vision. Along with his management 
role in which he steers the firm through its 
acquisition strategy, Parker also personally 
oversees more than $650 million of EP 
Wealth’s $4 billion in client assets. 
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Congratulations
Stasia Washington
on being named 
one of LA’s most 
influential wealth 
managers

firstfoundationinc.com

Ms. Washington is an accomplished private sector 
and community conscious trail blazer with over 25 
years’ experience in the financial services industry. 
We are very proud to have her on our team.

DONALD L. SCHWARZ
Senior Vice President - Financial Advisor
RBC Wealth Management
Years in Practice: 50
Years with Current Firm: 9
Assets Under Management in 2017: $695 million

A Los Angeles 
native, Don 
Schwarz has over 

45 years of experience 
in the securities and 
investment industry. In 
1967 after graduating 
from Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo, he joined 

Sutro and Co., a California-based investment 
banking and brokerage firm, starting as 
a floor trader on the Pacific Coast Stock 
Exchange. After a brief stint in the military, 
Don became a broker and financial advisor 
to private clients. In 1990, Schwarz joined 
the firm of Schroders PLC, a 200 year-old 
British investment and merchant bank. In 
2000, Citigroup acquired Schroders PLC 
and the North American arm became Smith 
Barney. In 2009, he joined RBC Wealth 
Management as a senior portfolio manager in 
the Portfolio Focus program.

In addition to his portfolio management 
responsibilities, Schwarz also directs the 
research effort of The Tailored Portfolio 
Management Group. 

An active participant in the community, 
Schwarz sits on the boards of several 
community-focused organizations.

REBECCA ROTHSTEIN
Managing Director - Wealth Management
Merrill Lynch I Bank of America
Years in Practice: 31
Years with Current Firm: 5
Assets Under Management in 2017: $4.5 billion 

Rebecca Rothstein 
works with 
high-net-worth 

individuals, families, 
and institutions, 
helping them 
advance their wealth 
management goals. 
She began her career as 

a financial advisor in 1987 at Bear Stearns. 
She spent ten years with Deutsche Bank 
Alex Brown and thirteen years with Morgan 
Stanley Private Wealth Management 
(formerly Smith Barney) before joining 
Merrill Lynch. As a Managing Director in 
the Private Banking and Investment Group, 
Rothstein focuses on weawlth management, 
tax minimization, and estate planning 
strategies for affluent clients. She also works 
with corporate officers, devising liquidity and 
diversification strategies for concentrated 
positions.

Rothstein is also very active in the 
community. She is a board member of the 
Early Childhood Partial Hospitalization 
Program (ECPHP) at UCLA, which helps 
children who have been diagnosed with 
autism, developmental disabilities, and 
behavior disorders and is a former board 
member of k9 Connection, a project of the 
Ocean Park Community Center (OPCC) 
that mentors at-risk teens. She is also a board 
member of the UCLA Health System. 

MATTHEW PERON
Chief Investment Officer, Senior Managing Director
City National Rochdale
Years in Practice: 30
Years with Current Firm: 1
Assets Under Management in 2017: $38 billion 

Matthew 
Peron is the 
leading wealth 

manager at City 
National, heading the 
investment strategy 
at the City National 
Rochdale, an asset 
management firm, 

and manages $38 billion in assets. With 
nearly 30 years of extensive financial services 
experience, he shapes the firm’s investment 
philosophy, processes and policies, manages 
all investment teams, leads the firm’s asset 
allocation committee, and develops research 
and strategies to support asset allocation 
decisions.

Peron is adept at leveraging his 
background investing for pension funds and 
other large institutions and applying it to the 
world of high net worth individuals, giving 
them the access to unique sources of returns 
and other asset classes typically only available 
to pension funds and other large institutional 
investors. Prior to joining the firm, Peron 
served as an Executive Vice President and 
Managing Director of Global Equity at 
Northern Trust in Chicago and a member of 
the asset allocation committee. 

RYAN SERRECCHIA
Executive Vice President/Partner
EP Wealth Advisors
Years in Practice: 19
Years with Current Firm: 10
Assets Under Management in 2017: $424 million

Ryan Serrecchia, 
CFP, is an 
Executive Vice 

President and 
Partner with EP 
Wealth Advisors. He 
received a degree in 
International Business 
from the Johnson 

and Wales University in Rhode Island. 
He is a highly successful wealth manager 
for EP Wealth Advisors, specializing in 
comprehensive investment, tax, estate and 
business planning, and retirement strategies 
for his clients. He was recently elevated to be 
primarily responsible for advisor development 
at EP Wealth. 

Serrecchia is passionate about helping 
clients and developing his craft. He’s 
known for his relentless approach to finding 
answers for his clients, and his organizational 
fastidiousness. He has seen the fruits of his 
success by managing more than $450 million 
of EP Wealth’s $4 billion in client assets, 
and additionally has played a pivotal role in 
defining the delivery of EP Wealth Advisors 
services and training of new advisors. A 
passionate and demanding leader, he is hard 
working and strives to deliver a high level of 
service to his clients, other advisors, and the 
employees within the firm. 
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GLEN STRAUSS
Managing Director - Investments
Strauss/Lewis Private Investment Advisory Group
Years in Practice: 35
Years with Current Firm: 13
Assets Under Management in 2017: $800 million

One of the 
nation’s top 
investment minds, 

Glen Strauss runs 
an investment 
advisory practice 
for business owners 
and professionals 
in Westwood. The 

goal is to provide professional families in 
Los Angeles with a high-end family office 
experience.  The Strauss/Lewis group consists 
of a 10-person team who focus on the specific 
needs of each client and strives to provide 
the highest level of service.

Strauss’ background is not typical 
for a financial quarterback. Most wealth 
managers develop some grounding with 
their undergraduate course work in finance 
or economics. Originally interested in 
pursuing math and computer science, Strauss 
received a Music Education degree from the 
University of Illinois. He then graduated 
from the USC Gould School of Law. He left 
his law career in 1983 to become a financial 
advisor. Plus, there is a unique aspect to his  
interaction with clients, which has allowed 
him to build and retain his client base for 
more than 35 years. He treats his clients as 
friends as well as business associates. 

EVAN SHORTEN
President and Founder
Paragon Financial Partners
Years in Practice: 9
Years with Current Firm: 9
Assets Under Management in 2017: $167.2 million

Evan Shorten is a 
Certified Financial 
Planner professional 

and member of the 
Financial Planning 
Association with over 
twenty-five years of 
experience working in 
the financial services 

industry. Before founding Paragon Financial 
Partners, he spent over eleven years as 
Vice President with Fidelity Investments in 
Century City California where he worked 
with wealthy families, individuals and 
entrepreneurs managing up to $1.96 billion 
in AUM. Realizing he wanted to work with 
clients in a truly independent capacity as a 
fiduciary responsible for his clients’ success, 
he founded Paragon Financial Partners, Inc. 
in 2009. 

Shorten takes a holistic approach when 
working with clients and goes well beyond 
the typical financial planning duties. 
Rarely do financial advisors go beyond the 
responsibilities of portfolio construction and 
retirement planning. What makes Shorten 
and his practice unique is that he provides 
a white glove service experience tailored to 
each client’s specific needs. He has helped 
clients navigate divorce, negotiate large asset 
purchases and coached numerous clients with 
their professional and entrepreneurial goals. 

PAT SEVERO
Managing Director
RBC Wealth Management
Years in Practice: 32
Years with Current Firm: 32
Assets Under Management in 2017: $1.5 billion 

Pat Severo is a 
Managing Director 
and, in 2007, he 

founded SB Wealth 
Strategies, a team of 
seven investment 
professionals.  He is a 
graduate of Virginia 
Tech University 

and has been a financial consultant for the 
past 32 years.  He holds several professional 
designations to enhance his knowledge of 
endowments including CIMA (Certified 
Investment Management Consultant from 
Wharton), AIF (Accredited Investment 
Management Fiduciary from Center for 
Fiduciary Studies) and AWM (Accredited 
Wealth Manager from Michigan State 
University). These accreditations require that 
Severo adhere to the strictest ethical guidelines 
in addition to completing several hours of 
continuing education above and beyond 
industry standards so that he is always current 
on new investment strategies and trends. 

Severo and SB Wealth Strategies have 
assets under management of over $1.5 
billion. Together they have over 100 years of 
experience. Foundations and endowments, 
with portfolios ranging in size from $3 - $75 
million, represent over 10% of our assets 
under management.  Importantly, Pat has 
advised on death care industry assets for over 
20 years.

JACK SUZAR
Senior Managing Director
Bel Air Investment Advisors
Years in Practice: 20
Years with Current Firm: 20
Assets Under Management in 2017: $947 million

Jack Suzar joined 
Bel Air Investment 
Advisors LLC in 

1999, after over 30 
plus years consulting 
and advising clients 
on tax and investment 
strategies at BDO 
Seidman, LLP in 

Los Angeles. At Bel Air, he oversees about 
a billion in assets and is a member of the 
firm’s Investment Committee, managing an 
impressive list of high net-worth individuals, 
families as well as several non-profits. 

Suzar’s passion for education, professional 
leadership, and mentorship have led him 
to California State University, Northridge, 
his alma mater, where he often provides 
classroom and group training. He is involved 
in Jewish National Fund as a supporter and 
contributor. Additionally, he has served as 
the President of the Board of Directors for 
Jewish Vocational Services. Some recent 
milestones within the last couple of years 
including supporting fundraising for A Place 
Called Home, a non-profit organization for 
underserved youth in Los Angeles.

Creating Opportunities to 
Grow your Investments 
At BBVA Compass, we work hard to create opportunities for your 
financial future. Our experienced portfolio managers have a clear 
understanding of global markets and provide award-winning 
customer service. They work strategically to protect and grow our 
clients’ assets, carefully considering external forces that affect the 
markets, as well as each portfolio’s risk-reward ratio.

Our advisors will work closely with you to develop a custom, 
discretionary asset management strategy. Using our  
industry-leading SmartPath Investment platform, they will assess 
your risk tolerance, tax concerns, existing holdings, personal 
preferences, and any other restriction or conditions that could 
affect your holdings. 

Our investment platform benefits include: 
• A dedicated portfolio manager   •     Ongoing monitoring

• Disciplined approach    •     Active tax management

• Custom allocations     •     Security 

• Credit Oversight  

Contact Your Los Angeles Wealth Executive:

Jordan Eiler
949.214.0053
jordan.eiler@bbva.com

Securities Products:

Are NOT Deposits  Are NOT FDIC Insured Are NOT Bank Guaranteed May LOSE Value Are NOT Insured By Any Federal Government Agency

Neither BBVA Compass, nor any of its affiliates, are offering tax, legal or accounting advice. Please consult your tax, legal or accounting professional for advice relating to your personal circumstances.  
BBVA Compass is a trade name of Compass Bank, a member of the BBVA Group. Compass Bank, Member FDIC. Rev. 07/2018 / #512419
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The Los Angeles Business Journal  is proud to announce the upcoming  
Most Influential Family-Owned Businesses Supplement. 

This dedicated section will showcase and acknowledge family-owned 
businesses that have distinguished themselves in Los Angeles through 
their business accomplishments and contributions to the local community.

WE ARE INVITING THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY TO NOMINATE 
DESERVING COMPANIES!

For more information, please contact Naz Bayazit via email at 
nbayazit@labusinessjournal.com

Nomination Deadline 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018
 
Publishing Date
Monday, November 26, 2018

in Los Angeles

Family-Owned 
Businesses

Nominate Influential
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ALYSSA WEINBERGER
Senior Managing Director
Lido Advisors, LLC
Years in Practice: 14
Years with Current Firm: 14
Assets Under Management in 2017: $2.7 billion

Alyssa Weinberger 
has been at Lido 
Advisors, LLC 

for 14 plus years and 
has excelled in a male 
dominated industry. 
She successfully ran 
the Operations and 
Marketing team, which 

led to her current role as Senior Managing 
Director and the sole female partner of a fast-
growing firm. 

Weinberger is a networking guru, locally 
and nationally. She is truly passionate 
when it comes to curating relationships and 
connecting the right people. She created 
the Annual Family Office Investment 
Symposium in 2005, which exemplifies 
her ability to bring like-minded ultra-high 
net worth families to share best practices. 
Alyssa believes in consistent communication 
as a client coverage model. She strives to 
meet with clients quarterly to hear about 
changes in their life that could affect their 
investment portfolio and financial plans. 
During these meetings, she makes sure to 
address how different investments can lead 
to different outcomes. Her objective is not 
only to help her clients meet their goals, but 
to do so with a transparent, collaborative, 
process-driven approach.

KEITH WEBSTER
Managing Director and Wealth Manager
First Republic Investment Management
Years in Practice: 25
Years with Current Firm: 3
Assets Under Management in 2017: $1.5 billion

Keith Webster is a 
Managing Director 
and Wealth 

Manager at First 
Republic Investment 
Management. Webster 
has focused his entire 
career on advising high 
net-worth families 

and family offices.  He feels strongly that 
by focusing on the unique issues that his 
clients face day-in and day-out (e.g. tax 
minimization, anonymity, risk management, 
etc.) his team can deliver a superior level of 
service. 

For over 25 years, Webster has built 
a team and network of advisors that can 
provide a custom solution and level of 
due diligence that clients have claimed is 
unparalleled in the industry. Prior to joining 
First Republic, Webster was a Director at 
Credit Suisse Private Bank USA, where he 
helped build out Credit Suisse’s presence 
in the southwest U.S. Webster has also 
held senior investment advisory positions 
at Lehman Brothers, Morgan Stanley and 
US Trust Company. Webster and his team 
are unique in that their client base and 
subsequent experience has been entirely 
focused on ultra-high net worth families for 
over 27 years. 

STASIA WASHINGTON
Managing Director
First Foundation Advisors
Years in Practice: 25+
Years with Current Firm: 5
Assets Under Management in 2017: $245.9 million

Stasia Washington 
has served as 
a Senior Vice 

President and 
Managing Director 
for First Foundation 
Advisors since January 
2013. She works 
directly with high net 

worth individuals and families to establish 
road maps to protect and grow wealth across 
multiple generations.  She is dedicated to 
making a difference in the community.  She 
has an affinity for helping women, nonprofits, 
family foundations and exempt organizations 
realize short and long-term financial 
objectives.  As a trailblazer, Washington 
helped build out First Foundation’s market 
presence in de novo offices including West 
Los Angeles, Oakland, Las Vegas and via a 
new acquisition of offices in Palos Verdes and 
Rolling Hills Estates.  

In 2017, 2016 and 2015, Washington 
was recognized as a Top Revenue Producer 
by First Foundation with the Circle of 
Excellence Award.  It is noteworthy to 
mention in 2017, she was ranked number one 
in terms of net new revenue to the firm.  

STEVE WEINBERGER
Senior Managing Director
HCR Wealth Advisors
Years in Practice: 20
Years with Current Firm: 20
Assets Under Management in 2017: $175 million

After graduating 
with his MBA 
from Pepperdine 

with an emphasis 
in finance, Steve 
Weinberger joined 
HCR Wealth Advisors 
in 1998. While 
initially a boutique 

firm, HCR has grown to over $1 billion in 
assets under management largely in part 
due to Weinberger’s leadership and efforts. 
He specializes in helping clients develop 
personalized investment portfolio strategies 
that are continuously monitored and geared 
toward navigating the markets. Because we 
do not live in a “one size fits all” world, each 
plan and strategy that Weinberger presents is 
unique to each client’s needs at a particular 
time in their life.  HCR Wealth Advisors has 
employed this strategy since its inception, 
and it works. 

Weinberger is particularly skilled at 
working with clients who are navigating 
life transitions such as retirement, selling a 
business and widowhood. After spending 
time with each client to develop their 
strategy, he points out financial risk and 
exposure and ensures that clients are prepared 
for any unexpected curveballs based on their 
upcoming circumstances.
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• TECHNICAL RESEARCH
• FINANCIAL STATEMENT PREPARATION
• ACCOUNT RECONCILIATION
• SEC/AICPA CONSULTING

Our deep experience in managing 
the financial audit process will 
save you time & money.

RIGHT ANSWERS  |  FASTER AUDITS  |  PEACE OF MIND

Save money on audit fees with
well organized financial records.

(323) 983-8950 
auditprep.com   

HARDWORKING.
COMMITTED.

CREATIVE.
René Nourse, CFP®

Managing Director of 
URBAN WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP, LLC 

is pleased to be recognized as one of the 
Most Infl uential Wealth Managers in Los Angeles.

(424) 277-2260
Follow on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn or visit www.urbanwm.com
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BRIAN KEITH WERDESHEIM
Managing Director
Oppenheimer & Co. Inc.
Years in Practice: 25
Years with Current Firm: 25
Assets Under Management in 2017: $1.5 billion

Brian Keith 
Werdesheim is a 
founding member 

of The Summa Group, 
a financial advisor 
team providing wealth 
management services 
at Oppenheimer 
& Co. Inc. He has 

spent the past 25 years with Oppenheimer 
advising affluent individuals and families 
including owners and executives of private 
and public companies, family estates, 
charitable entities and the top tax and 
legal professionals who serve the business, 
athletic and entertainment community.

During his professional career, 
Werdesheim has been a steadfast advocate 
for the most pressing and mission critical 
needs of his clients. Unique to his skill 
set, leadership and influence, is his total 
dedication to securing his clients’ future and 
enhancing the quality of their lives, which 
extends far beyond conventional financial 
advisory advice.  His ability to develop 
unwavering trust with families, who are 
dealing with tremendous complexity and 
demanding family dynamics, puts him in 
unique position to deliver game and often 
life changing solutions to their lives.  

AMG Funds LLC, the U.S. retail distribution 
arm of global asset management company 
Affiliated Managers Group, Inc. recently 

announced findings from its third annual inves-
tor “Wealth Management Trends in America” 
report. The survey polled nearly 1,000 affluent 
individual investors with over $250,000 in 
household investable assets about their market 
expectations and investing sentiment for the 
year ahead.

Affluent investors are increasingly confident 
overall, with the majority of respondents from 
all demographics predicting that continued 
economic improvement would drive strong 
domestic equity and real estate markets over 
the next 12 months, despite higher expected 
interest rates and inflation.  Millennials stand 
out for being particularly bullish about the U.S. 
economy and international equity markets.

Topline investor expectations include:

Increasing Confidence in U.S. Economy: 
60% of investors expect the U.S. economy to 

continue to improve, compared with 58% and 
43% in 2016 and 2015, respectively.  This opti-
mism is consistent across age cohorts. Further-
more, only 16% of investors expect the U.S. 
economy to decline.

Sustained Bullishness about Domestic 
Equities: 69% of investors expect U.S. stock 
indices to continue to rise, compared with 64% 
in the prior year. These expectations are largely 
consistent across demographic groups.

Increased Enthusiasm for International 
Equities: 51% of investors expect international 
stocks to rise, compared with 39% in the prior 
year. Millennials are the most optimistic, with 
61% of respondents expecting international 
stocks to appreciate in the coming year.

Strong Outlook for Real Estate: 67% of 
investors expect real estate prices to rise in 
2018. Investors over the age of 72 are especially 
bullish, with 76% expecting an increase in real 
estate prices.

Interest Rates Expected to Rise: The 
majority of investors (76%) believe interest 
rates will increase, though this sentiment skews 
strongest among investors over 72 (78%) and is 
less prevalent among Millennials (66%)

Stable Inflation:  After a prolonged period 

of low interest rates, most investors (61%) 
expect inflation to rise in 2018, compared to 
65% in the prior year.

Continued Low Market Volatility: Only 
25% of investors expect high to very high mar-
ket volatility—a drop from 32% in the prior 
year. Younger investors are more cautious than 
older generations, with 54% of Millennials and 
30% of GenX investors expecting high to very 
high volatility in the coming year.

“Affluent investors are more confident and 
optimistic than they have been for several 
years. At the same time, as expectations and 
markets continue to evolve, we’ve begun to 
see a disconnect between investors’ market 
sentiment and their portfolio positioning,” said 
William Finnegan, Chief Marketing Officer 
of AMG Funds. “We encourage investors to 
match their asset allocation decisions with 
market expectations and long-term investing 
goals.”

The AMG Funds survey was conducted 
online among affluent investors with over 
$250,000 in household investable assets, who 
participate in making household savings and 
investment decisions. 

For more information on the results of AMG 
Funds’ research, please visit www.amgfunds.com/
wealth-trends.

Wealth Management Trends Survey 
Finds Investor Confidence on the Rise
Trend reflects expectations  
of continued economic 
improvement, strong equity  
and real estate markets
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